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Friendly Reader, war 


| H E following Papers and Epi- 
| files here CollefFed together,” end 
| Printed for thy\\bewifit,"" were 
- not written and- given" forth: by 
the Will of Man, 67 worldly Wiſdom, but | 
[by 'che Will and hidden Wiſaom of God, Þ 
mhich us (and ever was) «i Mfrs ro the 
"Learned Sttibes, "and wiſh Diſparentr of 7 
this World, and as Fooliſhneſs to them: 1] 
Therefore if” thin aouldſt come to receive 
-the-comfort that is couched under the Words 
and Expreſſions; and partake of the Sweet- 
-weſs-of thas Life from. whence they proceed- 4 
ed, then thou nef turn in thy Mind to the | 
| Manifeſtation of the Spirit of Chrift, mhich. 
' doth enlighten thee and all Mapkind, and is 
in. reat Mercy freely. given thee to profit | 
| A 2 withal, 
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| VHon, and {0 fo have the Senſe from th 


FEE requeſt 


8. fing' thee to read without Preju 
"3 "Rice, in the. fear of that God that ſearchet 
=.  3by Heart, \ that thou maiſt. receive the Bene 
"or,  mbich-i true Love « heartily wiſbe 
theez. by, COTESS "MN 
&>> » 2, 4542 4 Thy Sincere Friend, 
&Þ -. - Les EN 
Iy ET 


£ 


% ws * 


2200 Note, That the following Papers are 
> «not exattly placed, as: to. the Dates 
© Which the Reader 1s deſired to pals by., 


To the Reader. 
withal, which Gift of God # the only Key 
that opens the Myſteries of Life and Salvati- 
on, and reveals the things of God ; whic 
ao Man can know or underſtand, but by the 
Inſpiration of that ſame Vbty Spzerit, which 
1 deſire thou maiſt in Humility wait to feel, 
to open and enlarge thy Heart, by inſpiring 
thee, and thereby a good Underſtanding 
enai(t obtain, both to diſeern the things be- 
tonging to thy Peace, and-alſo to ſavour 
and tifte thereof, to thy Comfort and Satisfa- 


Witneſs inthy:own Conſcience, from whenc 
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An Account and T eſtimony con- 
cerning Joan V okins, from 

., the Quarterly Meeting for 
-- Derkſhire. 'T 
A* concerhing - our Deat Friend and 
"'\ well-beloved Siſter in the Lord, 


Foan Yokins , this Account and Teſti- 


mony. Lives in our Hearts to give 


forth, That ſhe was one whom the 
Lord Called by his Grace, and Endued 


with Power from' on High, to Preach 


the Goſpel of the Kingdom of Hea- 


ven, and (according to her Meaſure) 
her Labour and Exerciſe therein was 
Eftetual to many ; and her Care and 
Diligence in her Service very Uſetul 
and Profitable in the Churches of 
Chriſti, where ſhe hath Travelled, eſ- 
pecially in thoſe parts where her Reſi- 
* dence 


C0 


dence was. She was given up to Serve 
the Lord with her whole Might, de- 
pending or- the Sufficiency of his Pow- 
er , and did not- count” her Life, 
nor any thing of this World dear unto 
unto her, for the Works ſake which the 
Lord had called her unto ; but with 
great Courage and Confidence, truſting 
in him, (who was her ſole ſupport) ſhe 
chearfully” expoſed her weak Body to 
Travel, enduring grear:Hardſhips both 
by Sea and Land, in- the Work and 
Service of the Lord, ..when many Ber: 
ils. and Daggers divers ways did atrenqd 
her; -and tho outwardly: Weak, ſhe' was 
made Strong through Believing in God's 
 DAlmighry Power. And. now- having 

- Fought a good Fighr, and Finiſhed her 
Courſe, here with Joy, and laid down 
her Head in peace ; ſhe is Crowned with 
endleſs Life and Glory to Sing Praiſes 
and Hallelujah's to the Lord for cysr 
and eyermore. And through her Faith- 
fulneſs ro God in. her day, and Valour 
for his Truth, and Courage and Con: 
ſtancy unto the End, ſhe hath obtained 
z good Repert among all God's oY le 
that 
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( that knew her) in her Generation * 
Her Converſation did Adotn her Chriftiz 
an- Profeſſion, and was fach as did be- _. 
come the Goſpel ; ſo that ſhe PraQiſed, - 
what ſhe Preached, and was a Lively + 
Pattern and good Example unto -others 


in her dgy. 


And ſccing there are few that are in 
all things like-minded, then ſurely the 


loſs of ſuch a Member in the Churches | 
is great, and her Work -and | Service; 
wanted and miſſed much among us ; But © 


ſceing it is her' great Gain that ſhe is 


ceafed from her Labours, and our God's | . 
good pleaſure to Reccive her indo cvers, | 
laſting Reſt ; Ir is our Duty humbly to '* 
ſabmir, andſay,-7hy wwll,0 Tod, bt-aont;; |. 
And, 0 Lord, d0' thau- by thy own Power 


raife up more. ſuch Faithfel Lybourers, end, 


ſuch Nurſing Mothers in thy Iſrael, as this þ 


wes, which thou haſt now removed. 


So for the Glorifying of our God, and _ 


Magnifying of his Life and Power, which 
chrough Chriſt Jeſus, was Revealed and 
Manifeſted in this our dear Friend and 


Siſter in the Truth aforeſaid, we were iree. 
to give forth this ſhort Account and Te-. 


ſiimony with our Names Subſcribed. 


Sigh- 


CP 


| Signed at the Quarterly Meeting at 


Keading, the 4th of the 3d Month, 


I691, 
Paul Nev man.” _Fames Potter. 
William Auſtell. Edw. Lockey. 
Fobn Giddes. Zames Mathew. * 
William Cooper. FohnFageer, 
Oliver Sanſom. Fobn Buy. '\ 
William Spenkman, FJohr. Coiterell. 
Adam Lawrence. Abraham Bonifeild. ' 
| John Knowles, Joh Brown, | 
John May. William Ballard, 
' William Lambole. £4 = 


f } 'BE--7 ] 
; The above-faid Teſtimony being 'Read 
" at the Womans Half 'years Meeting 
- q for the ſaid County, held: at Reacins,” 
© on the ſelf ſame day above Specified, 
_ and in Witneſs of rheir Unity with 
| their Brethren' therein, and truly 
© owning the ſame, did alſo ſet their 

Hands as followeth, LELG! 


Grace Hutchings. 
Mary Sandilans. 
May|ery.- 


Man tha Weſton. 
Fane Tull. 
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Marjery Potter. 
Elizabeth Addams. 


" j 17 Batet.l 
Mary'Buy. 
Marearet Chandler. 
Damartis Burgis, 
Mary: Auftelt. : 
Deborah Mathew, 
Foan Orpmogd., '-: 
Rachel Nichalls; 
Mary Cooper AINTE 


—_—— 


Mar ab. Farmborrow, 


) 
Jane Ballard. 
Aary Conterell. \. 
Marjery Bunce, 
Alice-Glover.. 
Fane $ an(om. -- 
Elizab. Wightwick. 
Elizabeth Bullock. 


\ Mary: Brown. 
-Anfi,Trofs.' {06A 
Frances VWren. il 1 
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A Teftimany.. coicerning. Joan 
 Vokinis" by Theophila 
b Towne . 
E's R AW \; Rage, nk ; | tt « 
bp: I Have \a Teſtimony in my Hearr- to 
'" 1 bear for that faithful: Servant and 
> Hand-Maidiof*-rhe Lord,. Pvdn Pokins; 

oman, rruly 


_ *That ſhe was a'vertuous 


.. Zeal and Courage in her Teſtimony 
” forthe Lord, and his bleſſed Truth in 
| Her Day and Time, and did the Work 
F--of the Lord with boldneſs, and holy 
-- Confidence, and much Chearfulneſs : 
She ſtood a Witneſs for the Truth in 
faithfulneſs, unto- the! end of her days, 
. againſt all-that did -riſe-up in Oppoſi- 

-£10n, or ſought to hinder the Proſperity 

of. it where ſhe was concerned. I have 

known her above twenty years, and 
-. Have had a Correſpondency with her 
- byLetters, and havebeen at her Houſe, 
and ſhe hath been often with me, 
.Whereby I had the knowledge of her 
Afﬀairs 


: featiny' God, 2d One that was: full of 


3s 2 

Afﬀairs relating to the precious Truth; 
and of her godly Care and Diligence in 
the work of the Lord. She was of a 
tender Spirit, ready to hold forth a 
Hand to the weak, to help them on in 
the way of Peace, and to watch over 
them for good, and encourage them in 
well-doing ; and much delighted to 
ſee thoſe that knew the Truth, grow 
up into the Life and Nature of it, to 
perſevere in it: in faithfulneſs, bur much 
lamenting - the ſtare of the unfaithful. 
She had a godly care upon her for the 
Church of Chrift in general, bur eſpe- 
cially where ſhe had laboured , and 
been converſant; Her tender Care was 
great ; She was a Nurſing Mother over 
the Young convinced ; and in her own 
Family, great was her Care and Endea- 
vours for her Husband and Children, 
that they might partake with her of the 
Everlaſting Comfort, and Celeftial Con- 
ſolation that is the Portion of the Righ- 
teons, The Lord was very good unto 
her, and bleſſed her with a Diſpenfation 
of the Goſpel, and gave her a Word in 
ſeaſon to ſpeak to theit ſeycral ſtates 
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and- conditions; -and the Lord bleffed 
her Endeavours, and made -jt cffefual 
for their Nene. and her great Com- 
fort and Satisfattion: For ſhe was a 


great Suffercr in, the time-of her firſt 
'Convineement among her near Relations; 
And ſhe was a good Example among 
them, that by her good Converſation, 
by the bleſling of God, and: affiſtance -of 
his Grace they were won to the Truth; 
her.. care was great for her: Children, 
that they might come to - a: {ſenſe of 
Truth ; that. ({he ſaid) uv hen. the faw 
them cumbered, and their Minds hur- 
ried. with their worldly, Buſineſs, thar 
ſhe. would call them rogether ro: fir. 
down and wair upon, the Lord; and fir 
with them, that he might compoſe their: 
Minds into an, jnward Retiredneſs, and: 
ſaid, ithe Lord was with her in it, and- 
otter refreſhed her Spirir among them : 
And the Lord ſer. her live to ſee the 
Fruits of her labour, and: the deſire of: 
her IpepFoncerning them, and the good: 
ciec; abat. her Chriſtian Motherly ,care! 
had hrought forth, through rhe bleſſing) 
ot Almighty God, among them ag 1 
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bethe Gloty, for he is worthy for ever; 
Her Father, and Husband, and Chil- 
dren, all camerto receive the Truth'; and 
her Husband +:is now-::a :Sufferer ;for 
Iruth, under that .crucl -Oppreſſion:: of 
Tythes, a Priſoner at' Ke14:92-Goal, 
with her eldeſt Son for the fame : And 
when they: were. called to-ſuffer, {he 
ſignified ro: me in a Letter, that it;;re- 
joyced her Heart to: ſee them-willing:ta 
ſuffer in ſo good a Cauſe. .. And, her zeal 
and. fervency for. the *holy Truth |was 
ſach; 'rhar ſhe rejoyced to ſee her, neay 
and'dear Relations ſufer: tor it; not thad 
fhe'was glad'becauſe rhey wete Suffertts; 
bur becauſe they were faithfub iq the 


| Lord, and did chuſe rathey ro ſufker than 


deny their Teſtimony -agaiy&- Tythes; 
that Antichriſtian Yoke,' which the Naz; 
riov-groans under, the weight obwhich, 
the Lord will ov-rturn in{his own ſea- 
ſoh,! and caſe. his own Heritage of that; 


| heavy Burden!;. for he is.a never-failing 
j God to his /fairbful People. Theie. 


things are nor'writren only for her ſake, 
thir'is taken from us, but- alſo for- the, 


fakes of them-thar remain.in 'the Body, 
20155; 
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EI 
that they may. be like-minded with her, 
and. be found 'in the ſame Pradtice, 
watching againſt evil in their Children 
and Families, and encauraging them in 
aholy Life, and judge down Pride and 
Vaniry, and all Superfluity, :and every 
hurtful thing; ' that they may receive 
the ſame Bleſſmg, and ſweet Satisfaction 
from the Lord, -as this our dear De- 
ceaſed Friend and Siſter did, to the com- 
fort of her Soul, and renewing of her 
Fxal and Courage in the Work.and Ser- 
vice' of the Lord ; who in the Power of 
God, went on to ſerve the Lord with 
aff Her Might, offering up-all-that was 
near and dear unto her, notparing her 
weak Body, which in GNIIE, was 
fixter co keep her Chaniber, than trayel 
as the did; who left Husband and 
Children, and all outward Enjoymemnts: 
for the Truth ſake, and went over-Sea 
to- anſwer the Lord, and clear herſelf of 
the Service he had called,herunto ; and 
he was with her, and did fupport and 
uphold her by his mighty Power, and; 
made way - for her to travel through. 16+; 
eral Iſlands and Provinces, as ns be 
cen 
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ſeen more de large "ith "the Loflowing'2e- 
goont.\/ i EG: 
31> She canto viſit EY tidr cons before 
ſhe went laſt up to Lon#on and! irol4 me 
the had-'ſomePapers fe Yefired right 
be made publick after hee"Deceaſe,” cx. 
ing ket tinic was net long £6 remain 
in'che' Ddy 00mg being well f4tisfed! that 
ſhefhould »4 dow her Hedd i Peace 
with Gog'\\"'-Ter Death tome when 
ir would: 'i'Her't Trisls 29d Pertiſes 
wore many; id ba bar\ that} wHich was her 
rearel(Þ Gridfi: and hetviet Burden! aid 
moſt: pvievou&ro be borniwas her fuſtt 
by falſeBtethren'\and Apoſtates! who 
under the form and profeſſion of Terk, 
did make Wa#/ andkick againſt the X if 
and Power of it';*but?Hez'Zeal for 
was againſt: iHat *Libotkiae> 5 : 
Spirir: Ant the Lord Þor &'tip her Fleger 
ard; ſwppotted 'her "ar"afl* ns, 
brobghe her rhrough © all; and 
harh xaken>her co hithfdlf our! ar Ml 
their rea6b© where 5he of 5 ftp tr! fie: © 
aur s, and her warts do follsp Te 10 LAB 
And inher /Jaft Letter, -dited” ZINN; 
in'the 4th Month, +8962! ſhe fignifed, 


Yr ' P | + now 


©. 
heW her Service:was finiſhed, :and faid) 
I could gladly have laid down. my Body 
Here -among. the:Lord's Worthics:; yer 
ſeeing it is-otherwiſe ordgred,' ] ſabmit 
tothe Will of my. God;:and do. think 
r0-go Homeward in a lirtle-time,. or: r6 
_ his, purpoſe,; as-if the hag known: her 
time to..be near at Hand; ahd_it.was 
very near indeed; for the djd not reach 
Home,,- but eyed at ;Syading. in Peace 


Oeaknelſs, of Body 'v {h AS: & 
Kh” 3% = iT 19 2:13 crizot SN 1 414 
3; $99 now.;the Lord hathctyken het to 
© herÞverlaſiing-Reſt, our; of, all Trials; 
|}, and her 'Pegegaogiure, ' andiher Reſt Glo- 
ous. : Holyuigh P raiſes izo:.the God 
{Sofrall. our; Mercies and Bleflings, who 
= knows keſtyrbas ro do withsys,) and. in 
awhat ſeaſonrd xke us ourofthe World, 

EZ nd wheg36all be.moſforibis Glory 
Good:; \Although..we feel the 
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as 
very ſerviceable in the Country where 


ſhe lived, and;elſewher ;. they! mils her; 
and we; all that were atquaihted with 


her, know thetvant of her,.'yet can ſay Z 
in ſubmiſſion ro-the Will of God, Thy . by 
Wiſh i. done," Obands, i nies E 

«I his.is whas Was: with me;in Ty x2 : 


mony for my dear Deceaſed Friend add : 
Sifter jn the, Trupgh,' 7. #4 with, 'whans: 
my Spirit had xeus; Unity;;.\A And chough .. 
her Bedy is renigved, x Er thch Lif/is © | 
#3 234  BYgYT ;Eoyo.T 3-dfr 3 

G3 oY "of EE = . 


Greig, the ” day. of. {879930585 1900; . 
76 2d. Moptfh A091: 3 162 »nDat 7 nba 
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Cr our de#r-and well -beſov: || hi 
ed 'Friead: and 'Sifter;* ' Fol Fokins, | m 
who was {omtimes Coiverſant with vs; || in 
--amd whed' ir pleaſed tRE3 Lord! t6 order || tc 
+ nai ch Vilit us,” vhs very Aicceps: | I. 
8 table and Edifying OT BESinedte Heirt- || at 
þ -ed that Loved he Truth: Her Iaioeent || pe 
._ Life and. Converſation lives in our Re- JP 
2; - miembrance, andthe fenfe of the Lov: | y 

{ing Kindneſs of the*Lotd'is worthy ro | vi 
=--be rerained.and kept 1 by all his || cl 
Rf Poophich ext and admira- | p: 
E. ply manifeſted: in a2d5... of and uphold- | E 
© *3ng of her, through. many_ and great || of 
:*. Exerciſes and Tryals, in her Service and || hi 
' > Travels in the Work of the Lord, even E 
when great Pains and Weakneſles of | G 
© Body were upon her, which did very | Li 
= much atrend her all along ſince (and | th 
*- ſometime before) the.Lord was pleaſed | to 
vg $0, cal}; her forth in his Service ; but be- || tt 
=. Ing born up by his Spirit, ſhe was given | L 
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E3 
up in his Will, robe at his Diſpoſe, and 
Fl not look at her own Weakneſs, bur 
was preſerved inthe rrue Patience, hay< 
ing, her Faith ſtanding in rhe” Bleſſed 
Power of the Lord, that failed 'nor's 
her' Afflictions being Rightly: Sanctified 
unto her, ſo that ſhe was madeable, the 
in mary Pains and Weakneſſes of Body; 
to undergo and perform the.Service the 
Lord called her unto-with Chearfalneſs; 
and ir was her Joy 'to ſee Friends prof” 
per m the Truth'; and a#tho'her bodily: 
Preſence and 'Specelt did? feet Weak',: 
yer her Teftinnorty* and Writing wal. 
Weiphty and Powerful-; for the Lord iv 
rhe'tiches of his Love hatmadether a 
partaker of Heayenly 'Tfeafire' in hes 
Earthen Veſfel; which Thidve heard her 
often acknowledg, raking - nothing to 
her felf, bur Aſeribed the Glory and 
Excellency of the Power, to be the free 
Gift of God, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord.. Her care was great concerning 
the young Generation, Exhorting them 
to be inwardly ftaid in their Minds, that 
they might grow up in the Love and 
Lite'of Truth, ſo as to feel the work of 


at 


C » 
i. cffeQef: in- rheir, own ! Hearts, ; that 
they might-come.up to ſerve the, Lord 
and ſucceed their Heavenly. minded Pa- 
rents, - who: had. finiſhed their Courſe, 
-. and. were' atReſt i in- the, Lord. - And*ſo 
now. ſeeing; it, hath pleaſed jthe Lord ro 
” Bke unto imſelf this our. dear Friend, 
Les: hath done. the work. of -her Ae, in 
thfalneſs, and, is entred into everlaſt- 
ing. Reſt and) Peage,, with. the. Lord, ro 
bs -- Siog praiſe;and; Hlalclals s to his. Holy 
”” Name foreverand tor cyer more :.S0 de- 
firing 'that- weiwbg1s eft a little be- 


- kind, m rize; our.time. ſo, as to 

- Walk in * got-ſt ſtepe. He, the Faiehful 

- that are [gOneQEgIore,.. hh have - fought 

Y ponevAd as Faighinl. by rob did, , whoſe 
- Builder: and; Mo 


Cy 


kPE6S 0 El i 
oO Of oy wt 107 21 v8 00310 
irenceer, The as 24a a7 7 AGE IH 
- 31th! of, 4th Fe, 0 Re 166-1 1 LAT 
,,24 Month: . TEE; LE 
© 1891, > 


"$348 


PER Ae Drewet.” 
a4 34k Fiz is 
CPOCIEE DEBSL FRLT aorta] Lol 
: . hs I PvE: 


C 


a ST. 
Of «© Se 3; ul be} 5 #44 ef, 'f 
Conterning our Dear and T enter Mother, 
Joan Vokins, *who departedthis Life the 
22d of the 5th Month, 1690, at Rei- 
_ ding, in the Connty of Berks, «t - 0ur 
 Fraend John Buy.'s Houſe, 


CHE being come from Zondory homewards, 
g it pleaſed the Lord to. put;:a ſtop to her 
Journey, and take her to himſelf out 'of all 
Troubles, and from her many ſore Pains, 


which her poor Body was afflifted with. She 


was one that did truly fear the: Lord, :and 
ſought .the Proſperity of his. precious Truth 
above all ' the Glory; ;and Haqnour- of this 
World. Wohenſoever the Lord: was: pleaſed 
to ſend her forth in his Service, ſhe went with- 
out murmuring, -.: believing ,the Lord.'would 
carry her through. it, though weak. in Body 3 
who did enable her to bear a faithful Living 
Teſtimony to his Name, in this her Native 
Land, and in places remote beyond the Seas, 
as in Barbadoes, and in other parts of America, 


and in Treland, through great Exerciſes, in 


Patience and Chearfulneſs, it being as Meat 
and Drink to her to do his Will. She was 
one that had a great Care in her Family of us 
her Chi:dren, that we might be nurizr'd, and 
'brought up in the Fear of the Lord, and have a 
true Regard unto him, and his precious 
Truth, above all things iu this World. This 

| Was 
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was her earneſt Deſire and Prayer to the 
_ Lord for .us,. That we might be his Children, 
that ſo we might truly anſwer the End for which 
we were created, 


And now, though we cannot but ſorrow 
for the loſs of ſo near and dear a" Mother 
as ſhe was to us, both inwardly and out- 
wardly; 'in giving us good Counſel, to E: 
dification, from our Childhood '5 But ſince 
it. hath pleaſed the Lord to take her to 
himfelf; and! conſidering, ſhe hath laid down 
her Head in-the Faith, and full Afurance of 
Eternal Happineſs, it doth ont-ballance all; 
ſhe having ceafed from her Labours, is at reſt 
” with the Lord, who is worthy of Praiſes and 
- Honour for evermore. 


| Richard Vokins, juti. ” Afary Lockey, 
© " Hopefnl Vokins. © Sarah Lawrence. 
 Samutl Burgis. Hannah Burgis. 


. Elizabeth Vokins. 
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An Kitount 'iven by Richard" Vokins ; 
uchh junior, * n; ſome Words that his dear 
Mather ſpoke to him on her Dying 
Bed, Y- & iy 


Is ON, 
Y. Weakneſs is great, RF my Pains 
V 4 .vety ſtrong; but the .Lord is large 
in-.his Love . to- me, and good to me; he 
gives me. Patiefhce to bear my Pains, which 
are: ſtrong. ' 


Ab, Son! I have havin a 2004. Leſſon} 
Paul's « Leflon ,' #2. all Stares to, bs contents 
and now I, have nothing to do but. to: die- 
So putting forth her: Hand, to take ber Leavd 
of 2nt,, further ſaid: 


Son,.. Remember the Lord, and he will 
remioraber thee : And remember my Love. 
to thy Wife, and to all my Children. 
And after. « little ſtop , being weak, and ber 
Speech low, ſpoke theſt 3 Words again : Remem- 
ber the Lord, and he will remember you 5 
and be you faithful to him, and he will 
bleſs you, and you ſhall be bleſſed. 


(x 


Rjchard FVokins. 


This 


: 4 »* +4 
( | 


This is 9m; Teftimony, conterning my. dea 
...._ .. Siſter, Joan, Yokins. > A 


YHE was a True and Faithful Labourer 

in the Churches -of God, 'where. it was 
her Care, that all Things might be kept 
Sweet and Clean, Decent and in Otder, 
as becomes the. Bleſſed: Truth 3 ſhe havigg 
eboſen - the One thing'' needful ," which is *the 
better” part, that; ſhall never 'be taken away j 
and being  given- up. to follow : the: Lord 
faithfully in his Work and Service ; 'Het 
Prayer often in Publick was, That the 
Lord' would ſubdue Death and Darkneſs 
out of - our © Meetings 'and Families: ; - anc 
we' mipht'come to witneſs him to 'be 7 
Fountain. of- Life .unto\ us.. She was ''very 
tender-hearted, kind, and Loving, willing 
to do good unto all, and hath left a good: 
Swvour behtnd her 3 who though dead, yet 
voerhe 5m. 05 | [2019 


; Daniel Bunce, 
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Epiſtle to Friends. 
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row. the «Thc Day of theykR- 
<yently: Monthy 216607 iv 1iag vealy 
"ij it” my*Bedz' 4: felt the; exeria- 
''Rihg/bleſſt powerfut rife to. 2- 


oy ©  riſeand-ſpring tp in> myo Hearty 
Which gave -Dottiinion.over my bodily' | 
wk, ata'canfed: te to write-theſe few; limes 
WktGPoh, Vhdt?ofin we may Conſider: the Binge 
16 6fvmt God; and Praiſe his holy:Nalls 
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*N!DEaF Friends, the'tender Bowels 'of God's 
Love dearly : -yearhs rowards you;atlzoand in 

Wit hath-he-niade it hianifeſt* therefore 

| i Ereqt ' tofiterns you -'all-with the: pure 

R Light td make-diligent ſearctviatorhe-very 

_ bottom of: yourHeatts, wherhier or-no-Fe-be 

Sthfol'to What is [manifeſt :cherein'r fotvT 

Eivrite unte-yon. 98 unty them thirknowiths 

FritiPy to tit re Faithfulngſs. —_— EF 
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(2) 
that the Father's drawings ye may more and 
more feel, and through it come to Living O- 
"bedience, while the Ss of tender NMecr- 
cies are open ; for if you Tight his Loving- 
| Ferran Jo 2 it not -S I to 
tuck op his Bowls of Corps m 

| dreghly het hath he pare God of . Heaven and 
Vareh iahifſted his Twving unto 
qu !? his Ju ments «nd Mercies, 
and through the Reproofs of His Iſtruftions 
hath the way of Life been manifeſtel largely 
Arentaliof Kivterge Love* :Oby fer ie nove 
f j et 1e never 

fps out'of your remembrance g for you tan 
e '3t tÞ the !worth; of it. There- 
i Fon 21] to be 4ruly watchful 
the ferainder af your ' Days. [that ſo you 


: fee; the bis Love, and 

| 1 7p eb, cen Hearts joyn thereunto, that 

moRefrve-hkey be ;keft therein +0 ſtop the 

ear ane Sure Lie from floxrigg into | 
your Souls : -And, dear Hearts, it's in. my 

Heart to ſtir you up to feel after the pure Life, 
if hiply you my -fihd-it;2; Wilt the Fonn- 
Kain is:optn,:be pe noc negligent, nor unfaith- 
Fal :; but be faithful and--obedient,; that fo 
through! the Faith that purifies the Heart, you 
may draw Water at theFountain-of Life, and 
$&bÞfts. reconrſe-irito your-$ouls3> the Veriue 
Ivhetcof.' makes the Souls of | the, obedigar 
fruinful amt encreafingin-God%s Love, and-in 
Unidy withreach other, - Bat where the 
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Current is topped, and the Life hath not its 
free courſe, there Deaths over the Soul, pro- 
fels what they will; yea, though they may 
live in the very Form of Truth. There- 
fore, dear Friends, I, in God's Fear, and ig 
the Bowels of tender Love to your Immortal - 
Souls, do exhort you all to be diligent, to 
keep your Meetings, and aſſemble your ſelves 
often together ; let not the gain of the periſh- 
ing things hinder you of the gain of that 
which will-never periſh; For verily there's 
none can Witneſs a free recourſe unto the 
Fountaia of Life, but thoſe whoſe Hearts are 
gathered out of the periſhing things ; and 
ſuch do partake of the- living Springs , 

which do greatly refreſh their immortal 
Souls ; and it's more to me than-I can ex- 
preſs. Therefore, dear Hearts, -think not 
your time long, neither fect the. World hin- 
der, but keep your Meetings frequently, 
there to wait with ſincere Hearts 3 for thoſe 
that ſo wait, never loſe their Reward ; 

therefore'be ye encouraged to wait upon the 

Lord,-that in the pure refreſhing Life your 

Souls may come: to have nn Hahitativn, the 

which to know a dwelling and abiding Mn, as 

More pretious then words can tlemanſtrate-; 

And jet Patience have its perfed- Wark in 


[your Hearts, that all Prejudice may be kept 
. out 4 for, where Envy and: Serife as, there is 
Confuſion, Therefore, dear Roitnds, it can- 
'aras-you allte dwell in the Batrence, and. ah 
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the Wiſdom: that cotnes from above, which 
is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, eaſie to be 
intreated, full of Mercy and good Fruits, without 
Partiality, and without Hypocrifie. And fo the 
God of [Peace eſtabliſh your Hearts in his evet- 
laſting Truth and IIS for © ever. 
Amen, 1 am 


| Tour Unfeigned Friend, 
"The 3d of the 
11th Months, LY. 
1669. 
"This ro be read amongſt Friends. 
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A Lodi Advertiſement unto all 
. thoſe-who joyn together to Porſe- 
- cute the, Innocent... 


Par 204 Herod conſulted topether in this 
abominable Work , -ahd were: made 
- Friends ; although before they were: at erl- 
mity, as you - may ſee in} Luke 23. '' And in 
the ſame. Chapter you may. read how - Pilate 
called together the High Pfieſts, the Rulers, 
and the People, 'who had joyned. togethery/and 
Falſly and vehemently accuſed the Innocent ; 
-and when thoſe Perſecutors: were come-(twark 
Ry Pilate's vos run ;) Te have broight this 

man 


. end mr, es ot * © A HH” 2 mee ALDO &,£- © tri, } by hk oo as ©) = mom” 4, wv 


(s) 

man unto me, as one that perverteth the people : 
Behold (faith he): 1 have examined 'him before 
you,, and I find no: fault in bin : | Notwith= 
ſtanding their many Accuſations, -as you may. 
read of in that Chapter 3 no; nor yet Herod 
neither 5 for Pilate fent him to. Herod- to b& 
examined, and they found no cauſe for whats 
they did, as Pare himſelf confeſieth: no-te8 
than three times before them all, as yowmay* 
ſee in ver. 22. and yet for all this, thoſe wicked 
Perſecators Enmity. was ſo great againſt the 
Fruth,, : and theig- Love fo-Chriſt -, Jeſus for 
ſmall, that 'they joyned together withvFadae 
their . Informer, and crucifiet the HolyMneg 
Ol 'confider- this: :;you wicked»Perſecitorss 
who bave ſet your Hands to the/DeviPs Work} 
did he not enter 'into. Judas before-he informer 
ed. againſt Chriſt?' O' conſider whoſe Work 
you are a doing! -and ſee whether the Scti- 
ptures do. not teftifie againſt the ſame -ever 
lince Cain and Abel? . Qh be adviſed, | and da 
not ſlay God?s Witneſs in your Hearts, as P5- 
late, and Herod, and the reſt of that wicked 
Crew. did / for. you may ſe there. was ſome« 
thing in Pilate and Herod which let them ſee 
there was no fault in Jeſus.; they had a Wity 
neſs for him in-their Hearts, which if they 
had loyed and obeyed, they- wanld not have 
flain the, Lord,,of Life: But they, did then, as 
you do now, rebelled againſt itziand.; counted 
it of no value, and choſe rather. 'to: pleaſe 
wicked Men, who did then,:.ag you are now 

| B 3 doing 3 
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doing ; they brought their Law to cover their 
Wickedneſs; and ſaid, Fy their Lew hc onght 
”» dic; and fo they violated the righteous 
aw of God, which is Light, which manife- 
weed in their Hearts there was no fault in him. 
Oh ! confider this, yeu 'xnvieus Perfecutors, 
and turn to the Light of Chriſt Jeſus , which 
ſkineth in your dark Hearts, and read your 
States there ; and ceaſe your evil doing before 
It be too late, leſt the God of this World 
Blind your Eyes, and harden 'your Hearts, 
#nd bring you to deſtruftion, as he did Judas, 
' who was a Reſiſter of the Light ; 1 ſhall appeal 
$0: the Witneſs for God in your Hearts, and 
come ler ys be tryed by it: Have you not done 
383 dad as thoſe before mentioned, - yea- rather 
worſe ? for you have reproachfully fandered, 
and falfly accuſed us behind our back, and cau= 
fed many of us to ſuffer the loſs. of our Goods, 
without Examination or Accufstion to our 
Faces; in this-you out-ſtript the Cryelty. of 
thoſe before-named, and the Heathen' alfo; 
for they permitted Pal to be examined, and 
alfo to fpeak for himſelf, as you may ſee in 
the Scripture, which you call your Rule, and 
yet do err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor 
. the Power of God; for if you did, you 
* would not wrong and perfecute your innocent 
eighbours, who do you no harm, but deſire 
Me evertaſtivg Good of: all, even of our 
teſt Enemies. '' Oh, do you do by us as 
by would. have ys do by you . araſtv; 
AFC no 33.4, 3 pF 2 * IJ ave : 
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have dana as ans oe + r'Gaods; 
becauſe you po'to-your Worlhip? or becauſe: 
will not conie to ours ? ' or woutd 
not think it very hard to he ſo-dealt by:? - 
come and be tryed by your own Rule” lat 
read from the / ning to' the'end, and fee 
whether the- Perſecutors were not. "the falfs 
Worſhippers in all Generations, / and the true 
Otnes' the Sufferers-; and were not: —_—_ as 
high in their Wiſdom and Learning as 
are,- who crucified Chrifſt;' and: fet yout 
natoverhis Head, ' of Greek, - Hebrew and Za 
vine ? and'they counted him of too low 2 De- 
gree for thein to receive, and. they: 
and ſcoffed, and derided him: and: thereby 
manifeſted their Enmiry HAS him and 
Foffowers then, as you do yours now againſt 


08. 

Comedown, you High-minded Perſecutors, * 
and bow before the Lord, and turn to his Wit 
nes in. your Hearts which reprove you ' in 
ſecret, and teſtific for us; and it hath made 
maiy' of you ts confeſs to our innocency. and 
harmleſnefs, notwithſtanding the many: fate 
Aſperſjons that the Wieked have caſt POR usz 
and althoygh' we have a Witne6 in your 
Hearts for us, yet your Mercies are ſtill Cru- 
elties towards nw Oh, do not think to: hide 
your felves from the Alt-ceing Eye of the 
Lord ? for affuredly his righteons Judgments 
will find you out, and then all falſe Coverings 
will be too narrow : Boys think your _—_ 

B 4 WI 
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will plead-for you. then; 'or: them-.who ſet; jt 
forth. excyſe you? Oh no/;. then the righteous 
Law pf. God,; which you have violated, and 
broken, and. difobeyed, now, -will then riſe up 
1n-Judgment, agd bear Witneſs againſt you-z 
therefore legys::off all: your falſe Coverings 
for-your Perſecution ; fox they:are but deceit, 
and: will :deceive. you, andi:ſtand you in, no 
ſtead when-you come to account for your deeds 
done i in the body. 
- And now you of. my Neighbours and Gora: 
try, who reſiſt-. the Spirit, of the, Lord, and 
follow the Imaginations of. yqur own dark 
Hearts, and þoaſt. your ſelyes jn Wickedneſs; 
As your Fore-fathers did, ſo. da yon: ; | they 
boaſted and faid;. 7, bey had the Law and the Prox 
phets, and were Abtakam) « Seed, : and bad oneyFas 
ther, even God; and yet Chriſt told them plains» 
ly,: They were 'of their Father the Devil, aug bis 
works they were doing : and ſoare:you now, wha 
area ſtrivingagainſt thoſe who worſhip in the 
Spirit and'in; the 'Truth.- 
. Oh danot ſtrive to limit the Holy Spirit.af 
the Lord, which is but one in-the Male-and in 
the Female! Were not the. Scxipture' s Teſti- 
monies to be fulfilPd?..Oh ! when will yoy 
witneſs that Saying fulfill'd, which faith on this 
wile, 1 wjll pour. forth of my Spoxir upon all Eleſh, 
' and "my Sons. and: my Daughters ſhall propheſie ? 
Mark] It tbe:Sons and Davghters, of the 
Lord that areled: by his Spirit, andnot the Per; 
{5cutors. W hill; I walk'd with you in the broad 


ways 
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way,” whichleadeth. to Deſtruftion, you did: 
notr perſecute; me z but when it, pleas'd- the 
Lord to tutiy me-from -Darkneſs unto Light; 
and from Saten's power unto his own, then 
your Enmity 'began : But when Iwent along 
with you-to: your Worſhip;-I had what this 
World could afford of. the Fatnels and -Fulneſs 
thereof ;bur maſt needs tell you, 1 had Lean- 
neſs in-my: Soul. + Oh-ſeaxchiand try whether 
i-be not ſo with-you, who have gone this; ma-- 
nyoyears! For:l:went-with- as much Zeal-as 


 4gy of. you therefore let not. your blind Zea 


deggive you+;'I turn'd not from- you;threugh 
Enmity.: againſt you, but ,þeeauſe -that dead 
Worſhip decek?d my Soul-z for when Chriſt 
Jeſus, through=his Love-unto my. Soul,dad; 
make knowt.«his-Light in. my. Heart, 'which 
ſhew'd me;the narrow Way, which leadeth 
unto Life; then I choſe rather to ſuffer with the 
People of God, than to enjoy. your Favour, or 
all the Pleaſures, OT Profits,: or Honour this 
World can afford. 

And all you that think ye: are a doping, / as 
you ſhould do, turn unto the Light, that you 
may ſee what-you are 2 doing; and may become 
from Perſecutors to be Sufferexs, even as Paul 
was, through his obedience ' unto the Light ; 
and he thought when- he was in Darkneſs 

and blind Zeal, that he did/as.he ſhould.do : 
Qh! therefore take you heed; and be no lon- 
ger deceiv'd, but turn unto. the-Light;before-it 
be too late ; for the Time haſteneth and paſ- 
| ſeth 


( to.) | 
Keth away, and Here-is nothing elfd that. will 
Hong you in ſhexd when Time ſhalt be no:more: 
© therefore be awakened and avifſt from the 
Dead, that Chriſt Jeſus may be your Light and 
your Leader, as the was Divid's: For what 
.doth it -profit-you to road the Scriptures, ov 
to hear of the Promiſes or | Meycies of the 
Lord unto the Children of Light ? This will 
ſtand you in no ftexd, whilſt -you your ſtives 
are 12 Darkneſs, and under: the: fhadowiod 
Death. Oh do not heap up-ther unto your 
ſelves, which you have no'right-unte! for you 
arein'the Darkneſs, in the Peyſccuting tate, 
which was, and: js always blind: And how 
dare you in fuch a ſtate to eppear before the 
Lond Do yon think his afl- Eye doth 
not behold your Doings ? Ves: 3 and his 
Riphteons Judgments affuredly will find you 
ont ;- and then all your talking of that pou live 
not in, will do you no good. - 

How often have you and your Teachers 
been reading and talking of loving Enemies, 
and of walking inthe Light, as- Chriſt is in 
the Light, and many fuch like things ? and 
yet are found hating of your Souks Friends, 


who are telling you the Truth, and reproving I yy 
you for Evil; and you are fo far from walking || ' 

. in the Light, that you remain in your Sins, || 17; 
and plead for ſodoing until the laſt : Do you || | 7 
think that the Lord will be limited by you / 


- yntil the laſt Hour? 


, 
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Oh turn to the Reproofs of his Light in 
your hearts, which maketh manifeſt the evit 

of your ways, WhiF{& the Day of Gods Love 
lafteth unto you | that through his- preci- 
ous Judgments your Souls may come. ta be 
redeemed ; for it's through Judgment that 
Sion witneſſeth Redemprion, and the ho- 
neſt heart loveth Judgment; ane if you: will 
obey the Light,it will lead you into. | 
2nd when you come to witnefs, your Souls rg 
deeny'd thereby, 'then pou. will witneſs. De- 
*i#s ſtate, who: faid, O Lord, bow 7 love thy 


4 


judonents! and he defir'd the Lord w fexd forth 


his Tyuth and his Light, to lead bir; and: it was 
his Law, and he walk'd init: And if yow 
would do fo, you would have the Royal Law 
& Love in your heartsz and then you would 
have Fellowſhip with Jeſus, and feel the Effes 
of his Blood to cleanfe you from all fin on this 
the Grave, and then you will plead no longer 
to ſtrengthen the Devil's Kingdom ; for, if 
you die in your ſins, you will add greatly ta 
his Kingdom ; for thoſe that live and die in 
their fins do never inherit the Kingdom of 
Heaven; for no unclean thing can come there, 
Þut they are for the Lake that durnerh for ever. 


Written the gth. By one that wiſhes well 
* Day of the 11th, to all Souls, 
: Id Joan Vokins. 

| To 
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To 0 F riends at and nigh Colebrook 
., and Longford Meeting, and 
dg 5 Phefeawny. 


| Dear F rinds, 


I Having you often in mind, thought. it long 
before I could ſend a few Lines, bavingſj 
kept my Bed: this three Months: 'or more, and 


have-not. "_ able: to write 5: and I am vary An 


pp. in the moſt Holy Faith, and encouraging 
ef. you in_Well-doing. 

; Oh my 'dear and tender Friends, feel the 
tender Love of the God of-Love, that we may 
magnifie his Name together, though at a di- 
ſtance in Perſon'i,O the unutterable Loving- 
Kindneſs of our-God, what Tongue can de- 
clare-it ? how hath;he preſery' dus,& provided} 
for us hitherto; beyond what our hearts could 
defire:Hath he not done that for us which none 


other could do ? Hath he not delivered out of | 


Dangers deep, and Difficulties, many ?:Or hath 
he been ever wanting to us in doing us good ? 
Oh ſurely no ; but be hath multiplied his Mer- 
cies, and excreaſed Bleſſings frequently, and 
freely, as he in his Wiſdom fees what is moſt 

Con» 


C1 
cdftiveriient f6r us : and? if the pleaſe to feed 
'xs with the Bread of Afﬀfiction, and the Wa- 

>| ter of Adverſity; yet ler us to his Teachings 
4} keep, that we may learn to profit thereby : 
Have not the trials and exerciſes of our Faith 
and Patience, brought us'to a good Expetrj- 
ence of the Love of our God? 'O let us kee} 

x narrow watch over our Hearts, that the 
nemy may not ſubtilly creep in ander any 
-pretence : for: if he be harkened to, he will 
weaken the Faith , and Unbelef will enter, 
and then the murmuring Spirit will he ready 

tocharge the Lord fooliſhly. Oh dear Heatt 


I 


our tender Father is not wanting, but 1s a pre- 
ſent help in all our needs: therefore let, it 
be the whole and ſole bent of our minds, to 


perform our'-Daties nnto him. wit 

' Oh np and be doing, for the time is' come 
that none muſt | be idle; but all that, would 
have the: wages of - well-doing,'muſt 'be. faith- 
ful every one in his place; and none to make 
excuſes: for Ct ſt our Head is full'of Vir- 
tue, and Strength, and Might, and ready tb 
communicate toall his Members a ſuitable and 
ſeaſonable - ſapply at all times : and if we (as 
diligent Servants Y wait on him, our Tehder 
Maſter, he willYifcover our' particular Duries, 
and. ſhew'tis what is required of us. "Oh ter 
vs go on with Cofirage unanimouſly, tht We 
may be helpfsl one unto #hother, and fobring 
*Hononr: t6' our Head,” that we may feet his 
Power ſuppofting of us uPorralt occaſions, that 
SL we 
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we may not doubt nor faint in our Minds by. ia, 
reaſon of the buffettmgs of the power ff {ea 
Darkneſs ; but through the Faith in Chrillf. 


Jefis we may obtain Victory over all thafſ bid 
would hinder the proſperity of Truth, and 
keep it under ; for Truth muſt reign, and 

Lord will be honoured in the dominion theref} Th 
of, And he will ſweep the Nation with the 6: 


Beefom of his Wrath ; and the Hypocritaff 1 
ſhall be tried, and fear ſhall furprize them, and 
woe will be to them that are at caſe ia Siwonf} 
but well will it be with them who think nof] ©" 
thing too dear to part with for the Trutt -t 
Take, whoſe Hearts are ingly reſigned to ſerve 
the Lord with all: that he hath given them 
yr is ” ph." on reaſonable Dutics 
Which we have caulc diligently to per 
form, unto the = that wen > foel the 
*Fertue of Life continued and: renewed to 
unto theend; and in the enda doublereward, 
which our God hath prepared for all that hold] . 
out and-endure thereunto : Bleſed be his Holy 
Name for ever, and for evermore. + 

Dear Friends, feel me in that whuch thinks - 
no evil, and in it receive-my Salutation, that 
It may reach -unto the ſame in you: that we 
may breath one for another, and: be refreſhed 
as Menibers of one Body:: We.cannot fay one 
onto another, I have no anecd of thee. ;. far 
there is work for us all in the Yineyard ; Qh 
ket us be diligent while we havetime, that, we 
may receive our Peny of Life zothe comfart- 
Xt: | ing 
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ds b- ing of our Souls every day; for we do- not 

r off ſerve a bard Maſter. 

hci .. $o im that which gages to-his ſervice do1 

i bid you fatewell. 

> AN 

| thy | . Tour Friend in that which eng ages 

erell The 1ſ* of the our Hearts 10 ſerve our God 
thi 6:h Adorch, faithfully withour any reſerve, 

rite 167 8. 
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'Sume account given forth by Joan 

em, Vokins of the great Goodneſs © 
wy and Mercy ns Lord towards 
her, and of the _—_— Works 
that be bath done for ber ; con« 
ducing to his Glory and ber great 
Joy and Comfort Written with 
ber own Hand ( a few Months 
;: bejere ber deceaſe) as followath. 


\Omthing of the tender dealing of ihe. 

Lord with me ever ſince my Childhaod, 
_ or ( bleſſed-be -his Name) he preſerved me 
bj] from. many Evils that Youth is often enſnared 
we with; and by his Light (that 3 then had no 
&- Kqualaranc with) ſhewed ane the yanity and 
ngf ;- vain 


UMI 
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* vain Cuſtottisof the World when f was vel 
young, and allalong my yonth his Good Spi 
rit did fill 'ſtrive-with me to' preſerve n 
from Sin and Evil : And if 'T' had at af 
_ time ,, through pErouanen £ of others, gon 
to that they called Recreation, . I ſhould 
-fo' condemned' for paſſing 'away my precioh 
time, that I could. have no peace, | P; that | 
could take no delight in their Paſtime, but was 
*ftil} condemned. And -many times I cricd tt 
the Righteous, Gad.to reveal bis way unto me 
and I promiſed to walk therein whatever Ien 
dured. For, the ſnares: of + the 'World, the 
Lord was pleaſed to. diſcover, and in Tonk 
'meafure to make. known 'the' Croſs of Jeſi 
«that, Crucifes unto the World; and 2s ] en- 
.clined to take- it, up and follow Jeſus through 
the many Tribnlations, he endowed n me' with 
His Almighty Power; whereiathath been my 
help, bleſſed be. his Worthy Name: for ever: 
for his Loving-Kindnelſs never ils; bot his 
'Mercies endure *for ever: is you Com- 
on. and:tende! er \Dealing towards mySoul, 
wy in 4 and NE the Region * the 
S4n of” Death,-is never to be-forgotten ; 
for it hath, been largely extended ynto re 
When.in deep diſtreſs: j 
"When my cry” was often, L6rd reveal  & 
'Way;unto ihe; that I may yalk therein; whats 
ever I, undergo.' {, Bur whe I-found the' way 
ſo firait and. itiow, I could” yery willingly 
* have” turned fide for caſe for 'Fleh* _ 
: Elo0 


: 
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Blood "could not bear that which 1 had then to 


ay ail Truth; for when I was in a dejeed conditi- 
bY on abont{Reprobarion and Ele#or, neither Prieſt 
-. "= nor Profeſſor could open the Myſtery of Eleftion 
-IOUY and Keprobation; but the Spirir of Light and Life 
"at Y (which is the Spirit of Jeſus)opened my Under- 
36 ſtanding, and revealed the Myſtery of the two 
 "} Sceds,how that the one is for ever bleſſed, and 
mcy the other curſed: And alſo what Happineſs 
Len might be received by taking heed to the Light 
ers that ſhined in my Feart, which makes manifeſt, 
wm that the way to the Crown of Glory is through 
UT the daily croſs to my own Will, and to take 

en Chriſt's Yoke upan that Nature that would not 
ug be ſubject. Oh how precions is the Counſelof 
= tMim who faid, Take my yoke upon you, and learn 


Jeſus to be meek and low in Heart, and' to 


ww ſuffer for well-doing ; and then (glory unto 
ney his Holy Name for ever ) his bleſſed Reward 
158 my Soul was daily madea partaker of; "though 
”"Y hated by evil doers, yet loved by the Lord, 
hy and that'engaged meto giveup to his diſpoſe, 


and' to anſwer his requirings, not atcount-! 
ing my ſelf, nor any thing he hath give me, 


42 too much to part with, that the Truth may 
22 be' propagated FN and my tender Gud hano- 


red : For ( blefſed be his Worthy Name } he- 
vid C hath 


- undergo; but bleſſed and renowned be the Spi- 


of me ; for my yoke 1s caſie, ana my burden i- 
light, and ye ſhall find reſt for your fonts: And 
that Reſt I ſorely wanted, uanrtil I learned :of* 


rit of Truth, my Comforter, which leads into 7% 
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” hath filled my Cap, with the ſweet; Salvation: 
of his Son. Chriſt Jeſas, the Light and, Savi-, 
our of his poor and helpleſs Ones, who have. 
no other to. depend upon. for Help ar all 
tumes,but wait daily to be. furnifhed vpon eve- 
Ty. occafion to- ferve him in all Faithtulneſs ; 
for he is Worthy, my Soul can truly ſay, for 
he: gave me of his good: Spirit, and it was 
with: me ( yet unkygown.). when | rebelled 
againſt it, and was not willing ta be ſubject ta- 
its Leadings, nor obſerving of its Dictates as; 
-]- ought to have bezn:: Oh then did 1 want. 
Power ( as many do- now ) not knowing the 
ſufficiency of the 'engrafted Word of God's 
Grace-that is able to fave : But when I. fol- 
lowed its counſel, I found it ſufficient to bring) 
good: to me, out of great afflitions, beyond: 
my expectation; and then. could I plead no 
excuſe ,, knowing that unto the Lord Jeſus 
(who: ha& brought great things, to paſs ) I 
muſt give'my-account.: for he hath manifeſted. 
his Power, and þ heavecauſe to believe it wilt 
never fail towards his: People, if we fail not 
to. obey the manifeſtation. of it; bus, Faith- 
fulneſs is required to the Talent received, 
for-which we muſt give an.account ;. and then 
what can ſtand us in ſtead, if we have not an 
. Increaſe? ;This. was. my concern, for .many. 
Years, -and I could not take comfort in: Huſ- 
nd or. . Children, Houſe, er Land, os. any 
vaſibles, for want of the Marriage Union with 
tho',zmb:of God, that takes away the fins of | 
g::.:7 | the 
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the Souls of thoſe that cannot be fatisfied. in 
them; but are weary of the burden of them, 
as I was 3 and God by his Spirit ſhewed me, 
he abhorred my ſelf-righteouſne(s ; and let me 
ſee that in him was Righteouſneſs, Life and 
Power ; and then I was ſenſible that he is the 
the Light of the World, that. enlightens eve- 
ry one that comes into the World ; and that 
it was ſtriving with me from my Youth, 
which was before ever | heard the name Qua- 
ker ;; and then I did believe that there was a 
People or Church over whom Chriſt Jeſus 
was Head, thoagh I could. yet not find them, 
nor be a Member of them ; yet long ſought 
after it ſorrowfully, with -many ſtrong and fer- 
vent cries and delires : But the Lord in his 
own due time anſwered my weary Soul, and 
made known more and more of the way of his 
Truth and People, and at length ſent ſome of 
his Meſſengers, as Inſtruments in his Hand, for 
my Encouragement and Confirmation : Then 
was I, and, many deſolate Ones, right glad 
( whoſe Souls: bad long languiſhed ) for the 
glad Tidings :that they brought with them, 
how that we might inherit. Subſtance which 
we hadJong fought and been ſearching for, 
both in the Seriptures, and amoug(t Profeſſors 
of many forts 'of Profeſſion ; for we would 
fain have fGlled our Sonls with the Busks, but 
that conld got:fatisfe, we knew not the fa- 
viag Heglth; of bim who ſaid, 7 wy/dom lead a 
* the mijdft- of the: Paths, of Fadgment, to teach 
| | C2 


them 
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them that love and follow me to mherit Subſtance 
Oh this is that which did at firſt convince us, 
and tendered onr Hearts in the beginning: 
Then what was too ntar or dear for us to part 
with in the Day of our deep Diſtreſs, when 
none could cure our wounded Souls ? Oh how 
precious was'the Heart-ſearching Light when 
we firſt knew it to ſhine upon our Tabernacles, 
to guide us in the narrow Way wherein 1s 
Life, and perfe& Peace for thoſe whoſe Minds 
are ſtajied on the Lord ! And when I have 
- read, that he would keep them in perfe& 
Peace whoſe Minds are ſtaied on him, what 
would nor 1 have done, that it might. have 
been my condition ? But then I could not 
watch nor wait, but was as a Ship without an 
Anchor among the mercileſs Waves ; but 
Praiſes unto the Lord for ever, he cauſed the 
Living Hope to fpring that anchored in try- 
ing Times. And 1 was, evenas //rael at the 
red Sea, compaſled all round on every Hand; 
great was the ſtrait thar I was then in, much 
'hardſhip ; the Sea before, and the Enemy pre- 
ſenting ſo much 1mpoſlibility,/that his proud 
Waves of Temptations, Buffettngs; and falſe 
Accuſations had almoſt ſunk' me 'under: Oh 
then did I cry unto the God of Mercy : and 
tender Compaſſion, that I might but ſtand ſtill 
and. behold his Salvation 3\and- he did-ariſe 
and rebuke the Enemy, and-made way for me 
to travel on in my Heavenly Progreſs , and 
overturned the Mountayns that were GO 
_— and, 


( 21) 
hand , and diſmaied Pharaoh and his Hoſt 
( which I may compare my Relations and the 
Profeſſors unto, ) for they purſued me and 
made my Suffering great, till they had, wea- 
ried themſelves; and their Oppreſlion was ſo 
fore, that I ſomtimes was ready to faint, and 
even to ſay, Surely; I ſhall oneeDay fall z bur 
Living Praiſes unto the Almighty , he hath 
made me a partaker of the ſure Mercies of 
David, and hath ſabdued Truth's Enemies be- 
fore him, and kept and preſerved me faith- 
ful, till ſeveral of my Relations were con- 
vinced, that God's Power. was with me ; and 
now when my Husband, and Chhildren, and 
Relations are with me in a good Meeting, and 
the Powerful Preſence of the Lord 1s amongſt 
us 3 it is a bleſſed Reward for all, for one Soul 
is more worth than all the World, as faith the 
Scripture: Therefore Faithfulneſs is very 
needful, for it doth prgguce a good effect , 
whatever we may enduraezyfr the momentary 
Affliction that we tneet With here, doth pro- 
duce a further weight of Glory hereafter; and 


in the ſenſe of the ſame my Head was born up 


to endure hardſhips, when I could willingly 
have hid or gotten eaſe ; but I conſidered that 
I could not hide from the Lord, who brought 
tomy remembrance my Promiſe that I made 
before his Way was revealed,to me ; and if 
I broke Covenant with the Lord, I ſhould ne-' 
ver enter into his Reſt : Oh then a ſuffering 


in the Fleſh, and a ceaſing from Sin, was the 
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delight of my Soul ; althongh the Enemy in 
ceaſed not, bur Night and Day , as a roaring d« 
Lyon, and a cunning Hunter, ſeeking for the 

precious Life, and chaſed my poor Sonl as a fa 
Partridge on the Mountains 5 bur my God had | ® 
ſhewed me that the way to Reſt was through | ® 
many Troubles, and that he would be at hand 
to Deliver out of them all by bis Almighty 
Power :' (but I could hardly truſt it then, ) 
but yet, turning to ir, I found Preſervation by 
1t, when the backſliding of fome had like to 
- have canſed me to ſtumble ; but the unerring 
Spirit -of Jeſus ſhewed me that if thouſands. 
Fall on the one hand, and tens of thouſands 
bn the other, that' ſhould not defile me ; and 
if all the reſt were - Righteous, that ſhould not 
juftifie me, if 1 ditnot obey the Truth, now 
he had made known (his Covenant of Lite, 
which I fo deeply engaped to be faithful un+ 
to; and then I turned my back on the World, 
and all the frierdſlip and glory of it, that [ 
might obtain the*favour of Jefus, who con- 
demned me for wy Setf-righteouſheſs, as for 
my' known Sins , for I was .cantious of Sin- 
Ting againſt the Lord ever .ſmoe my Youth, 
#nd -defired after the beſt Religion andCom- 
pany ; and when 1 was very young in years, 
1 greatly delighted -to:gots Profefinrs Neet- 
#ngs, and could bring home the Text, and re- 
Peat much -of their Sermons, but../yet that 
drought nobenefit to ny poor hungry Sowl : 
And when 1-was in fecret, before the allaſee- 
— SELL STI kN ing 
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ing Eye of the Lord;. he adminiſtred Con- 
demnation upon it all, and I had no Peace in> 
wardly; although none could condemn me 


the 

3 a | for any miſdemeanor, as outwardly ; but when 
had | my own Righteouſneſs became loathſome to 
gh | me, then was I made willing 'to part witha 


that had been near and dear unto me, that 

mizhr feel and witneſs the Robe of Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs revealed, and be-ctoathed there- 
with. And'as for my Husband and Children, 


b 

£4 my true and tender Love was fo great, thar] 
ng | could have done or fuffered much for them : 
ds 8 But if 1 had difobeyed the Lord, to pleaſe” 
ds | them, | might have provoked him to have 
1d | withholden his Mercies from us all, and'to 


bring his Jadgments upon us ; And then who 
ſhall excuſe. in the Day of Accompt ? Then 
if a,Man ( as the Scripture ſays ) ſhould give 
the Fruit of his Body for the Sin/of his Son, 
it will not bz accepted. Then Husbands, and 
Wives, and Parents, and Children, and $er- 
vants, ſhall all receive according to their do- 
ings 3 and none that diſobeys the Lord can be 
excuſed, no more than Adam was, when he 
faid, That the Woman gave him the forbidden 
Fruit, and he did eat, and fo provoked the 
Lord, that the Curſe came upon himſelf, and 
could not be excuſed. And atthough Man and 
Wife ſhould 'be helpful one to another in 
Righteouſneſs, yet too many. there are, ſince 
the fall, that hinder and hurt each other, 
far which an account muſt be given anavoida- 
C 4 bly 
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bly : And this did I conſider many a time, and 
earneſtly endeavour to avoid ; notwithſtand- 
ing the falſe Aſperſions that might ariſe, yet [ 
{ill endeavoured. to keep my, Conſcienceclear 
in the ſight of my tender God ; and none 
can lay any thing to my Charge, excepr it be 
for ſerving the Living and True God, though 
in that way that many may call Hereſie, e. yet 1 
do worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth. For as 
Chriſt Jeſus hath faid, it is come to paſs, that 
our Heavenly Father ſeekerth ſuch, and always 
ſought ſuch to .,worſhip him, in his own Spl- 
- ritual way of Worſhip ; which ſhall ſtand, 
+ all Idolatry and invented Worſhips ſhall 
al 
The 3/t month, Written aboard the firſt Ship 
” , 1680. as I went to New- England, when 
:-none that ſaw me, expetted my life ; but the 
* Lord waswith me, and relieved me, and his 
bleſſed Power Taiſed me , as at many other 
times. 

AndI arrived at New Tork the 4th Day of 
the 3d Month, 80, and- a Maiden Friend, 
whoſe Name was Sarah Yokler, went with me 
from England, and travelled with me until 1 
came to Oyſter-Bay in Long-Iſland ; and the 
Lord fo ordered it, that when ſhe left me, ano- 
ther Woman-Friend, that had a Teſtimony, 
was my Companion ſeyeral Months, whoſe 
name was Lydia Wright. 

Oh 'matchleſs Mercies of the Lord, who. 
can rightly confider them-as they have been, 

ſmani- 


manifeſted, and not be tendered, as Iam! Oh 
how long did his tender Spirit i{trive with me 
before I gave up to go to Sea ? How did his 
long Patience wait and ſuffer ? Surely its 
worthy to be remembred ; for he might have 
cut me off in a diſobedient Condition : But 
bleſſed and magnified be his Heart-tendergng 
Power ; it bowed the from Year to Year, and 
brought me into Subjection, when in a low 
Condition I could not help-my ſelf, nor had 
no other to help me : Oh then did it ſupport 
me in Exerciſes, ſore both in Body and-Spi- 
rit ; when my Mind hath been ſo dejected, that 
my Faith almoſt failed , then did my tender 
Father, through the Son_of his Love, Chriſt 
Jeſus, yeild me ſweet relief, though in a wea- 
ry Land, and ſweetly encouraged me to tra- 
vel on ; and many ſweet Promiſes, which þbe- 
fore he gave me, as I ſtoad {ingly religned to 
obey his Commands, and be at hits diſpoſe, 
he was never wanting to fulfil ; but by Sea and 
Land hath multiplied his Mercies, 4nd renew- 
ed a right Spirit in me, to the. reſolving, of 
Dovbts, and caſting out of falſe Fears (ever- 
laſting Praiſes to his moſt- holy Name) ; for 
often did that cauſe Torment, when the dark 
Reaſoner was very buſie: Then did ] cry un- 
to the Lord, and fay, Surely thou knoweſt 
all, and I have none bur thee to help,. and 
many Eyes are over me, and great Difficulties 
ſurround me on every hand, and -I am- the 
pooreſt and weakelt that I do know; and if 
at; | I ſhould 


_ - Tovethe Lexdings «of the Light of Jeſus; for 
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F ſhoald fail by the way, how wonld the. Ene- 
my rejoice, and the. Truth be reproached ? 
And much buffetmg did I undergoin my long 
and fore Exerciſes ; but as I caſt my Care up- 
on him, he hath cared for me; and bleſled be 
his Name , he hith helped in my greateſt 
ſtrgits, and hath made hard things ealie, and 
what he ſhewed me by his pure Spirit of Light 
for my enconragement, before 1 came forth, 
he hath brought to. paſs: Glory ro his Name 
for ever, may all thoſe ſay with my Sonl that 


though it leads through Tribulation, yet it 
dring's'the Soul ſivect Conſolation, and there- 
fore- worthy to'be followed through the Self- 
denial; for it's through the daily Croſs to ob- 
tain the Reward of the Crown ; and precious 
is the feeling -of the Life of Jeſus to the a- 
wakened and illuminated 'Soul, and that made 
the Toaring Sea, anddry Land; and loneſome 
Wilderneſs all one to me by -Night and by 
Day ; and great- was my encouragement to 
commitr all that my 'Heavenly Father had gi- 
yen \me,' to his keeping, and'to follow him, 
and in taking up thedaily Croſs, Ifound Pow- 
er to preſerve me'from looking outat my af- 
fiction of. Body, when ſorely exerciſed in 
Mind, ready to {tak onder the oppreſſion of 
itz had not the Spirit of Troth, the Comfor- 
ter, helped my Infirmities, and taught me, 1 
had never known how to pray as I ought ; but: 
] often read, That the Prayers ofthe ond 

X Chil 
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Children avail much with him; and 1n theſe 
latter Days, accor(ling to bis.Promife, his are 
taught by lum, and in Righteoufueds they ſhajl 
be eftablithed, and great ſhall be their Peace.- 
and this sthe Effect of our Heavenly Father's 


cl Y great mnſpeakable Love co thoſe that watch 
ind unto Prayer, and continue wm the ſame; for. ] 
Nt know not how any can expect a Cluld's Portis 
w on, that breaks lis Father's Cemmands, and 


docs not repent; and who us at but knows 
that watching and waiting is generally com- 
manded ? Surely it is-a. Duty that onghtito be 
performed by every one that is -came to-an 
Underſtanding, and by believing ain-Jefas, the 
Light and Power of Ged, all may receive 
ffrength #0 panform /it ; and for want of Ug+ 
ferſtanding how inigh he was to anc in Years 
that are paſt, ] wes dong..in a deſolate Condi» 
tion, and .conld mot bs 1etished- witkwbur ac- 
guaintance with the Teathings/ of mis Spirits 
which 1s 4ght: But 1 eves then in darkneſs, 
and mder the;thadow of Death, longing at- 
ferithe countenazice of the Lord to fhime:npon 
my Tabernatles for af it ſhowld bedifialved, 
J was nor fenitvte of f bertdr Baildang eternal 
inthe Beavens ; thongh i read of them that 
had, yet I knew not their Foundation ; and 
whatever | builded, it came to Joſs, till 1 
knew Chriſt es, the Rock end ſurg Foun- 


1'J - dxvion of 'the Heavenly Building : And blefſed 
Cf be his Name, the Infpiration of his Spirit is 
1 yery Precious, without which none can;have-8 


right 


| 
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right Underſtanding ; and I could not find 
peace with God while [ did err for want' of 
this good Underſtanding. And my Cry was of- 
ten to the Lord, to give me an underſtanding 
Heart, that I might diſcern between things 
that differ ; for the crooked Serpent, who is 
very ſubtle in his Workings, endeavours by 
Flattery and Threatnings, Temptations , 
Buffertings, and falſe Accuſations, to darken 
the Heart, and enfeeble the Mind;; and if he 
cannot prevail. ſo, he can transform himſelf 
into the likeneſs of an Angel of Light, to 
hinder the travelling ones, whoſe Underſtand- 
ings begin to be opened, yet watching in the 
ER they come ro ſee his Snares ; then he 
irs him, as a ſtrong Man armed'indeed, as 
by Experience much might be ſpoken, ſince ] 
was firſt exerciſed about going this Voyage ; 
but 1 ſhall omit as muck as I can, having no- 
thing in my View but Truth's Proſperity, 
and preferring it above all, becauſe it's ber- 
ter to me thanall; I can do no. leſs than bare 
my Teſtimony unto all People, That it's Ex- 
cellency far exceeds the choiceſt: Gold, and 
the precious Pearls ; an the Spirit of Truth 
comforts the comfortleſs, and ſtrengthens the 
weak, and relieves the needy : Oh what can 
. be compared to its Power?! for it works 2 
change of the Heart, and preſerves from. ſin- 
ning againſt the Lord, all thoſe that follow 
the Leadings of the Light thereof unto amend- 
ment of Life, and honours the Lord by order- 
| ing 
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ing their Converſation aright, according to 


the DiQates of his Spirit. Oh, I had rather 


mourn away all my Days than grieve it, or 
walk contrary to it, whatever Reproach I ſuf- 
fer; for I have had a bleſſed Reward when I 
have obſerved it, and obeyed it; and I hope 
I ſhall never forget how the Power of it 
brought me into SubjeQction, and made me wil- 
ling to be diſpoſed of by it; and when it had 
wrought me into a ſingle Reſignment, then 
was my weighty Concern (touching my Jour- 
ney to New Ergland) taken off, and a Service 
laid upon me to go back, and labour for the 
Settlement of our Womens Meetings in our 
County of Berks, which was no ſmall Croſs to 
take up - But as I daily followed Jeſus, (ho- 
noured be his worthy Name) he endowed me 
with his eternal encouraging Power, andalfo 
ſtrengthned the' weak and hindermoſt 'of 'the 
Flock ; thongh Amalek lay in'wait by the way, 
and the oppoſite Spirit did ſtrongly ſtrive ; 
yet our good Shepherd did 'viſit his Hand- 
maids, and (bleſſed be -his Name) filled us 


| with his overcoming Power, when the Mo- 


thers in frac! were ſo diſmayed, as we were 
likely to have loſt onr Womens Meeting; 
but Praiſes, Honour, and Renown, be aſcri- 
bed unto that Almighty Power that hath ſet 
up and fetled this Womens Meeting, ſaith niy 
Soul z for it hath been'a good Reward to me, 
and fitly farniſhed me for the Seryice rhat was 
required, and wonderfully upheld me therein - 
" Sek unto 
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unto admiration.;, and. L can truly fay, my Re: 
ward. is ſufticieat, and can gave in a true: Te- 
ſtimony, that, the Lord owns. aur Womens 
Mzetings, and hath. manifeſted. and. magnified 
his excellent Power therein, to the gladding 
of our Hearts, and the refreſhing of oux Souls 
wherever I came. Glory to his Name, and 
magnified be his preſerving Power for ever : 
He is a God of Wiſdom unto the Fooliſh, and 
Strength unto the Weak, and honours his 
Pawer in contemptible Veilels, that it may 
have its due ; for all Honour belongs thereuwr- 
to:: But thoſethatarein the Wiſdom of the 
World,, which comes from: beneath, and have 
many. Arts and Parts, and mind not tne Witt 
dom that comes.from above, rhey take that ta 
themſelves whicly belongs to. God, and that 
provokes him.to Wrath.;, and he is angry with 
ſuch'as ſeek Honqgur one. of another,, and do 
not ſeek. his Honour more than their own: In- 
tereſt, and Honour to. Man.;,:for that hath 
been the: overthrnaw of many ;;. for God is 
jealous of his Glory, be will nod give it t9 an- 
ather, nor his praiſe. to graves. Images ,, but the 
ſecret Arm of his Power -is- ſtretched. out to 

overturs them, and he is. on. lis way, and it's 

in-vain for Fleſh ts ftrive. againſt bim, before 

. whom all Nations arebus as the drop of a Bucket: 

for out of the Mouths. of Babes and Sucklings be 
will perfett his praiſe, both. ia- Males and. Females 

that give-np to ſerve hin 3 and he brings great 

- things-to piſs, contrary to' Man's Wiſdom or 


(.37') 
ExpeQtation, that »0.. =_ might ' glory in. bjs 
Preſence. 

For when I was exerciſed about ſetling the 
Womens Meeting, I little thought. ta be: con- 
cerned agiin wit th going for New England , 
bur after a ſhort time it was more weighty 
thaw ever, and my Exerciſes more thin be- 
fore ; and thisl do write, that no one. ſhould 
murmur, and ſay, No Exerciſe is hike mine ; 
and this followed me until the Hand of the 
All-wife God was fo heavy upon. me, that [ 
could no longer ſtay at home, although both 
fick and lame, and much to undergo both in- 
wardly and. outwardly, yet did not dare to 
plead with. the Lord any longer, or to make 
any, Excuſe, but truly gave up all, both Life 
and all that he had given me, when he required 
it; and. he brought me tobe. as Clay .4> the 
herd of the Potter. He filled, my Veſſel. with 
his Heavenly Treaſure, and fulfilled. that Scri- 
pture that teſtifies that he'Hhath ſaid, I honour 
them that honow me; and bleſſed be. the Lord, 
ſuch. Honour have the Earthen Veſlels of a 
Remaant, and the Excellency of the Power is 


his, and the Glory of all; for ke is- worthy of 


it; for he is no- hard Maſter, but a fare Re- 
warder of his faithful- Servants, and: he en- 
dues them with Power that. delights in- his 
Laws, and incliges-to- keep his. Commands, and 
unto ſuck they are net grievous, but joyous; 
but: lookiag out, hindexs;; and. therefore Jet 
none look at Their own- Weakneſs z Ie my- 
Harms 
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Harms make others beware, and let's be de. 
pending on our good Phyſician 3 for he hath 
the Balm of Gilead that cures both Soul and 
Body, which makes the weak ſtrong, with the 
ſweet Cordials of his Life, that relieves the 
faint hearted and feeble minded, and through 
tender Mercy 1 have found it-very needful, 
and very uſeful at all times in all Conditions; 
elſe what could I have done when in ſuch 
weak Condition, ſo many Thouſands of Mile 
from my Habitation ? bur bleſſed be the Lord, 
and magnified be his preſerving Power ; as 
Tryals did abound, Patience did ſuperabonnd, 
and that brought me to a good Experience of 
that which ſweetned my bitter Cups, ard that 
cauſed the living Hope to ſpring, that anchors 
in ſtormy times ; and then, did ' the Light of 
. my SouPs Beloved ſhine upon me, and he ſhew- 

. ed me what great deliveranceshe had wrought 
for me, and what great cauſe I had to truſt in 
his Name, that had been a comfortable Refuge 
unto me at home and abroad, and alſo ſhewed 
me, 'that his Rod and Staff had comforted me ; 
and he was always with me, and in the Enjoy- 
ment of his Preſence did my Soul rejaice in the 
midſt of great Tryals, and then was my cry, 
Lord, give me and mine the comfortable enjoyment 
of thy prefence for ever, and then try us as thou 
pleaſeſt : Thy preſerving Power is all that I deſire 
of thee, and unto it I commit-all, and with.thee I 
leave all ; for thou art worthy to diſpoſe of all ; and 
then would Life flow in as 4 Rzver, to the comfort» 


ing. 
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ing and ſtrengthening of Soul and Body. Everl. 
ſting Praiſes, and hoty Thanksgivings be returned 6 
Chriſt Feſus , for he is worthy, my Soul can truly 
ſay ; for I have experienced bis dealings, and ſeen 
his mighty works that he hath done, even marvel« 
liufly for his tender Seed, with which my Soul bath 
travelled, and js often concerned ; for = have 
mach to bear wherever T have been. The Lord my 
God relieve them more and more, and work their 
deliverance for thy own Glory, and the comfort of 
thy true travelling ones for evermore. = 


Written aboard te Ship mm ths 3d Month, 
Anno 1681. 
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A further Teitimony for the magnifying of 
that Power that ſupported my weak Boay, 
and comforted my poor Soul in my T ravels 
in America : I feel my ſelf concerned to 
give a Relation of ſome particular Places 

' 4nd S:rvice, 


Irſt I came to New York, and there had 
been hurt done by ſome, that Friends had 
lot their 5th Day Meeting, and I laboured to 
fertle it again, and God's Eternal Power 
wrought wonderfully in me in ſeveral Meet- 
ings with his people, and we were well refreſh= 
ed: And when the Meeting aforeſaid was ſetled 
again, it was with me to go to Long Iſland, and 
D there 


there the Ranters oppreſſed Friends, but the 
Lord had a tender People there, and his Power 
was amongſt them, and we were ſweetly re- 
freſhed together ; for God's Almighty Power was 
over all, in all our Mcetings wherever 1 came, to 
the ſubduing of the dark Power that raged in 
the Ranters, and the relieving of the tender 
hearted : Honour and Praiſes be aſcribed unto 
it for ever ; for it made me ſenſible of the op- 
preſſion of the tender Seed, and for its ſake my 
Soul was in a deep travel ; and the Night be- 
fore the general Meeting,I was near unto death, 
and many Friends were with me, who did not 
expect my Life, and I was ſo weak when 1 came 
there, that two Women-Friends led me into the 
Meeting, and there was a great Meeting of ſe- 
veral ſorts of people, and in a little time the 
God of Wiſdom,. Life and Power, filled me 
with the Word of his Power, and I ftood up 
in the ſtrength thereof, and it was ſo prevailing 
over the Meeting, that Friends were very much 
comforted and refreſhed, and the Power of 
Darkneſs ſo chained, that the oppoling Ranters 
and Apoſtates could not ſhew their antick tricks, 
nor oppreſs Friends, as they did uſe to do; for 


they were very abuſtye in thoſe remote Iands, 


and commonly did much Miſchief in Friends 
Meetings: And they that had been convinced, 
and were turned again with the Dog to bis Vomit, 
as faith the Scripture, and with the Sow that was 
' waſhed, to wallow again in the mire, and had maar 
Shipwreck of Faith and a good Conſcience, they 
were moſt wicked ; and preached PAPLnres 
| | an 
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and had Truth's Words, and grieved Truth's 
Spirit, and burdened Friends exceedingly, and 
honeſt Friends could hardly be clear, that had 
a Teſtimony, except they ſpake while they 
were ſpeaking: But when God's Power did a- 
riſe over them, it many times put them to {ſi- 
lence, even to admiration ; and altho Fric-:ds 
Exerciſe was great, eſpecially them that decla- 
red, yet the bleſſed Effet of the Almighty 
Power was, and is a precious Recompence, and 
agood Reward. 

And when my Service was over in Long 1- 
fland, it was in my Heart to goto Road Iſland, 
to the. General Meeting that approached ſoon 
after I arrived there; yet we had a quick paſ- 
fage, through Providence ; and when 1 came 
tothe General Meeting of Friends, there was 
that abominable Crew, and Tho.C aſe, the grand 
Ranter, was bawling very loud ; and 1 had been 
there but a very little time, but God's living 
Power did ariſe moſt wonderfully,and I decla- 
red in thedemonſtration thereof, and ſoon put 
him to ſilence ; and he went forth, and the 
powerful Preſence of the Lord was amongſt 
his People; and this General Meeting in Koad 


Tſfand laſted Four Days together, and I had 


good Service there, and God's Eternal Heart- 
tendering Power was over all, Glory and Li- 
ving Praiſes be unto it for evermore. 

- And ſtill it was upon me to go to Boſton ;, for 
that was' with me before I came from home ; 
and I haſtened to take a paſlage in a Sloop, and 
went with ſome Friends, and one was a Maiden 

| D 3 Friend, 
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Friend, that had a few Words ſometimes in 
Meetings, who had been there once before, and 
ſhe and another Friend ſuffered much therd, 
both Impriſonment , and other Cruelty, for 
Conſcience-fake : But bleſſed be the God of all 
our Mercies, we had peaceable Meetings there, 
and his excellent Power was fo, that it tender. 
ed the peop'c, and there was hardly any that] 
faw, but ſhed tears; there was a: Lawyer that had 
a band in the ſuffering of our Friends that were 
put to Death, and. he was very folid all the 
while. And after this I travelled by Sea and 
Land 1n the ſtrength of the ſupporting Pqwet 
to many places, whitherfoever the Lord over: 
ed me; and as I followed the Line-of his Di- 
vine Light, he failed not to:endow me with the 
renewing of his precious Power, and my Soul 
hath cauſe to magnihie ir, becauſe it emabled-me 
to anſwer what the Lord required of me, and 
fitted me, who was the moſt unfit, and the 
pooreſt and moſt helpleſs that ever I did" ſee 
concerned in ſuch a Service : But it was the 
more to the Honour of the Power of my God 
that ſo wonderfully wrought in my poor weak 
and helple6 Veſſel; and many Friends were 
tendered thereby (in many places in the ſenſe 
of my Weakneſs). Honoured and Renowned 
be it for ever, ſaith my Soul ; forits Manifeſta- 
tion made the Hearts of his People gtad, and' 
we were well refreſhed together in all the 
Meetings that I was at in New England. And 
from thence Hreturned back to Road Iſland and 
Long Iſland; aad when I was clear ——_— 
t00 
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took Shipping for Eaft Jerſey, and the Power of 
God was greatly manifeſted, and through his 
or ſpecial Providence we were preſerved, being in 
f allJ great peril and danger of being caſt away when 
ere | we were in ſight of Land ; for the Winds be- 
der- I ing boiſterous, and the foaming Sea in ſo great 
ati} a Rage, that we could not caf Anchor to ſtay 
hat the Veſſel, being near the Shoals ; but the 
et} Lord who hath all Power in his-hands, deliver- 
the | ed ns (Praiſes to his holy Name ), and we ſafely 
and landed at Shrewsbury (and Elizabeth Dean, that 

et | then travelled with me, was very ſick); and we 
er- | had very good Meetings in Eaſt Ferſey, where [ 
Dt | met with the Lord among his-people, as at o- 
the Þ ther times, bleſſed be his Name 3 and after 
oul 0 ſome time ſpent amongſt them, and that we 
me | had been well refreſhed with God*s holy pre- 
nd f cious living Power, it carried me from thence 
he | tWeſt Ferſey, and into ſome part of Penſelva= 
ſee || nj«, (but it had not that Name then) and inthe 
the I ſenſe of God's great Love to his tender Seed, 
od || encouraged his Children'to ſuffer, and to be 
2ak I carefal that they did not cauſe Truth to ſuffer ; 
Tre For if they tendered it' in their own Boſfoms, 
Fe | and rravelPd with it, the Lord would bring it 
ed I over all its Enemies, and it fhall reign over all 
ta- | in his due time ; and bleſſed be his moſt worthy 
ad' } Name, he ſoon after brought it to paſs by his 
he | delivering Power ; and when [ had Iaboured 
nd" I that the Goſpel-Life might be lived in, and the 
1d Þ Goſpel-Order eſtabliſhed amongſt them, there 
» | I remained the heavenly power among the tender 
ones. And the Lord heard the cry of the poor, 
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and granted the deſire of the needy, and viſit 


ed them with the Goſpel-Power ; for a little 


time after I came home, I had an account, that 
they had Mens Meetings and Womens Meet. 
ings in the Goſpel-Light, Life and Power, and 
were eſtabliſhing in the Bleſſed Order that was 
teſtified of, when 1 was there with them. 
And when I was. clear of Wet Jerſey, and 


thoſe parts, I returned to New York, in order 


to take my paſſage for England; but before[ 
came there, the Living God (whom [ ſerved 
with all my Heart) further tryed me, and laid 
it weightily upon me to go to Barbadves, which 
was no little croſs to my Mind ; but the over: 
coming Power of the true and living God 
wrought ſo ſtrongly with me, that I was mad: 
willing to take up the Croſs, and follow Jeſu, 
through many Tribulations, and he (magnified 
be his Power) moſt wonderfully ſupported and 
conducted me all along : For I took Shipping 
at New York, and as the Lord put it into my 
Heart to viſit Friends in the Leeward Iſlands, 
he carried the Veſſel, let them that fail'd do 


what they could ; and they could not ſteer theirY 


Courſe Barbadoes- Road, altho they endeavour- 
ed i: with all their might ; and I had good Ser: 
vice amongſt them in the Veſſel ; and they were| 
made to confeſs to the Almighty Power that] 
teſtified of; and we laid by Aztego a Week be- 
fore the Owner would let me go a-ſhore : But 
the All-wiſe God ordered it ſo, that the Veſle 
could not go away till I had been there, ang 
performed what Service he had appointed tat 

me, 
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me; and bleſſed be his Name, his Reward was 
recious 3 for we'came a-ſhore on a Firſt Day, 
tha and I haſtened to a Friends Meeting ; and when 
eet-l I came in, I found the Lord's Power was a- 
and} mongſt his People, and I had a precious time 
wal with them : There was a little handful of plain 
hearted Friends, and our Hearts were tendered, 
and} and our Souls comforted, and we rejoiced that 
der the Lord Jeſus had viſited us, and cauſed us in 
Yrelf] his Love to viſit each other. 
'Ved So when I returned to the Sea again, it came 
lad} into my Heart to viſit Friends at Nevice ; and 
hich} when I had taken leave of Friends of Antego 
ver that came aboard with me, and God's Heaven- 
Golf ly Power was with us, and ſweetly refreſhed 
ad} our Souls, as we were aboard the Veſlel, and 
eſw,} remained with us; and we were concerned one 
fed} for another, not knowing that we ſhould ever 
and} fee each others Faces more: But ſee how the 
Ing] Lord ordered it; as we were failing on the 
my} Sea, it opened in my Heart to viſit” Friends at 
, bl Nevice; but the Owner of the Veſlel being a hy- 
dof} pocritical Profeſſer, cauſed my Exerciſe to be 
heir the more; but the Power of the Lord was ma- 
ur nifeſt;and the Winds and Sea obeyed,that we were 
Ser-j carried to Nevice againſt his will ; but he would 
vere} not let me goa-ſhore; for he had heard, That 
at. ly thoſe ſhould pay a'great Fine that carried any Friend 
be-f tpither , and hoyſted Sail again for Barbades, 
ButJ and ſaid, he would weather the Point of Cords- 
lopa.; and he laboured Three Weeks,but could 
not do it: for the Hand of the Lord was againſt 
him ; elſe he might have done it in a few Days, 
fas bt '» 1 
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but he provoked the Lord, and truſted in his {| 
Veſlel, and in his own Skill ; and he locked up || 


the Bread, and dealt hardly with his Paſſengers 
when he faw he ſhould be longer at Sea than at 
firſt he did expeR ; and he knew that for Three 
Weeks there was ſtinking Water, and we were 
cloſe by a French Hland,and they ſaid,the French 
would not let us h:veany, if weſtarved: They 


were Papiſts, and faid, If we came for water,they 


world take onr Ship for a Prey, and us for Captives: 
And yet this Owner of the Veſſel wonld not go 
to any other Hand, until the Aferchants that 
were aboard threatned him very forely ; and 


then be put in at a mountainous place, called 


Adount ſerat ;, and they went all away from me 
as ſoon as they were landed ; for I was very 
weakly, being aboard the Veſſel ſo long, 'with 
ſuch bad Accommodation : 1 went abaard with 
my Clothes ſo wet, that I could wring Water 
out of them, and ſ@dried them upon my weak- 
Jy Body, which caſt me into ſach a Feveriſh con- 
dition, that I was very dry, and I fate down on 
the Shoar,and a Girl came to fetch freſh Water 
near where [I ſate, and Idrank till I ſweat, and 
then I ſwooned, and lay ſome time ; but. the 
ariſing of the Life of Jeſus ſet me on my Feet 
again, and in the ſtrength and relief thereof I 
went to enquire for a pallage for Barbadoes, and 
heard of none; but 1 was not clear of Nevice, 
but hearing of a leaking Veſlel to go to Hnte- 
26, took my paſlage in that, hoping that way 
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might be made from thence to go to Nevice,. | . 


and then baving ' got a paſſage, it being 
N ight 


bl 
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Night and rainy, I tried to get me a Lodg- 


| ing on the Land, and the People were ge- 


nerally Iriſk Papiſts, but the Lord did ſo order 
it, that I met with an Engliſh Woman, and ſhe 
treated me kindly, but ſhe had neither Bread 
nor Drink, but Wine and Sugar; and1 deſired 
half a Pint-of Afadary Wine to be boiled, and 
that ſerved me Night and Morning, and the 


S Lord bleſſed it to me, and his Holy Power. ac- 


companied me; and,while I ſtaid for the Veſ- 
ſel, I had good ſervice there, though there was 
no Friend in all the }ſland ; they had baniſhed a 
Friend out of it, as I heard, but a little before, 
and the People told me they did not dare to 
have a Mecting, yet I |» Truth in the 
Streets, and they confeſſed to it; and fo 1 left 
Truth honorably amongſt them, and then 
came aboard the Veſſel, where I laſt took my 
Paſſage,and ſailed to the other Veſſel,that I had 
ſuffered in, and called for the Owner and. 
cleared my Conſcience to him, and told him 
the Hand of the Lord was againſt him, and 
warned him to Repenr, elſe he ſhould ſuddenly 
feel the ſtroak of it to be heavy upon him; and 
inaſmuch as his Herat had been too much ſet 
on that Bark, he ſhould ſhortly ſee that the 
Lord would deſtroy it,” and accordingly his 
Veſſet was ſplit on a Rock in a little time af- 
ter. So when I, through tender Mercy, came to 
Antego again, the Friends told me how they 
had been concerned for me, and fo had Newvice 


. Friends, and there was a Paſſage ready for Ne- 


. . Wal 
vice, and an honeſt Woman-Friend , whoſe 
\ name 
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name was Mary Humphery, was very ready.tq 
Q with me, and Friends there were very joy- 
ul of my coming, and we had many good and 
powerful Meetings in that Iſland ; and there 
was a Judge and his Wife came to Meeting, 
and People of ſeveral ſorts, and we had ſome 
Meetings at the Hoyſes of them that were na | 
Friends, and Friends were well ſatisfied and | 
comforted, and the mighty Power of God was Y 
with us : Glory unto it, for it is worthy over 
all, and in us all : Oh that we may have an Eye 
to its Glory in our whole Lives and Conver- 
ations; for it is by it we liye, move, and 
have our Being; and its dealing with us, and 
working for us in that place is worthy to be 
remembred; for this was the place that the 
Qwaer of the Veſſel aforementioned was a- 
- fraidtocarry me to; but the Lord was on my 
fide, and prevented much Evil when it was in- 

' tended ; and the Governor of that Place was ſa 
kind that he gave us his Letter of Recommen- 
dation to carry with us ; and fo I came back 
with 14. Humphery to Antego and to Five Iſlands, 
and there we and ſome Friends that went } 
with us viſited a poor People that complained 
of their Prieſt, and ſaid he came to them but 
ance a Year,and then it was to take that which 
they had from them ; and we had a precious 
opportunity to manifeſt the Truth, and they 
were very kind to us, and feend to be well 
ſatisfied and affected. 

And then I being clear , and a paſlage 
preſented for Barþad5s, as ſoon as I = 
rea 
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ready ] went aboard, and was there ſooner . 
than could have been expeRted: And when I 
arrived, I met with many Friends at Bridg- 
Towns, and there took an accoynt of the Month- 
ly Meetings, and went to them and other 
Meetings as brief as I could; and moſt Days 
I had two. or three Meetings of a Day, both 
among the Blacks, and alſo among the White 
People : And the Power of the Lord Jeſus was 
mightily-manifeſted, ſo that my Soul was of- 
ten melted therewith, even in the Meetings 
of the Negros or Blacks, as well as among 
Friends. And when I had gone through the 
Iſland, and was clear, having been well re- 
freſhed with Friends, in the feeling of the 
Heavenly Power ; and in the ſtrength of the 
ſame I came aboard the Ship for my Natiye 
Land again. | 
Written a board the Ship coming F.V. 
from Barbadoes, in the 34 
Month, 1681. 


— 


Efore ] went to Sea I was two Weeks in 

the ſervice of Truth in Kerr, and then it 

was ſhewed me, being at Sandwich, that I ſhould 
bear my Teſtimony for God, and his Divine 
Spiritual Worſhip,in a Steeple- Houſe there ; and 
coming home, the Heayenly Power wrought 
mightily in my Heart. And when I was clear 
of thoſe Countreys, I was better in Health 
than I had been for many Years. And, as the 
Light of Jeſus ſhewed me before, 1 left England 
| ag 
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23 Is afore hinted ; fo the Power thereof or- 
dered me when I came back, it was ſo weigh- 
tily on me before I came aſhore, that I thought 
iT long ere | came to Kent to clear my Conſci- 
ence, and the God of Sea and Land brovght 
me ſafely thither, and I haſtened to Sandwich, 
and on a Firſt-day, being the 5th of the 4th 
Month, 1681, I went to the Steeple- Houſe, as 
it was before me,and had been of a long time, 
and in the ſtrength of the Almighty Power I 
delivered that Meſſage which I received of the 
Lord Jeſus, ſaying, The Day is come, ſpoken of 
and foretold by the Prophet, of the pouring forth of 
' God's Spirit upon all Fleſh,Sons and Daughters,&c. 
And I exhorted them, both Prieſt and People, 
to take heed to a Meaſure or Manifeſtation 
thereof in their own Hearts, (and leave off 
their Idolatry) and come to be true Spiritual 
Worſhippers; and I laid before them the 
danger of the one, and the benefit of the o- 
ther; till the Prieſt cauſed me to be haled out ; 
and when 1 came forth many of his Hearers 
followed me, and I had a good opportunity 
with them, and clear'd my ſelf to them, and 
left them. And as ] was going away, l feltthe 
ariſing of that Power that is worthy to be 0- 
Þeyed, and it was with me to go to them a- 
gain ; and when they came from their worſhip 
I met them, firſt the Mayor and his Compa- 
ry, then the Lawyer and his, and after that 
the Prieſt, with many more; and I invited all 
ro cone to our Spiritual Worſhip, and | would 
en; age that if any of them, young or cn 
| male 
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male or female, had a Meſſage from the Lord 
to deliver there, that they ſhovld have liberty, 
and not be abuſed, as the Prieft cauſed me to 
be; for the Man that haled me out bart my 
Arm, ſo that it was ſwelled fome time after ; 
and I told the Prieſt that he was not of the 
Primitive Faith and Church of Chriſt, teſtified 
of in Scripture; for there, if any thing was 
revealed to the Standers by or Hearers, they 
might ſpeak one by one ; the firſt holding his 
ace; and he was ſilent before 1 ſpoke, and he 
Fri I thould not have ſpoken in the Church ; 
agd Iasked him what Church that was? for 
I had ſpoken in the true Church many times 
amongſt God's People, and they did not hin- 
der me ; and he ſaid Payl ſpoke againſt a Wo- 
mans ſpeaking in the Church: I asked him: 
what Woman that was, and what Church that 
was that ſhe ſhould nor ſpeak in ? and he did 
not anſwer me, but went away ; and a Wo- 
man Friend that was with me took hold o 
him, and ſaid, My Friend, anſwer the Womans 
on (and the Dutch People were. coming 
rom their worſhip the while, ) but the Prieſt 
put off his Hat to us and buſled away, and af- 
terwards endeavoured to fend me to Priſon ;. 
- but the God of Power(who preſerved me when. 
much Evil hath been intended) prevented him, 
that he could not prevail with rhe Mayor, bat 
he endeavoured to harm rhe Friends of that 
place after that I was gone : And after the fi 
Day Meeting was over, I went the beginning 
of the Week to ſome other Meetings, and 
came 


(46) 
came again a fourth Day, and God's Power was 
over all, and Friends had no harm; and we had 
another Heavenly Meeting,and ſo l came away 
and left Friends peaceable, and all was well, 
bleſſed be the Lord, and magnified be his pre- 
ſerving Power, over all; for evermore. Amen 

ſaith my Soul. | FLV. 

I was informed that the Prieſt above ſpecified, did 
do bis endeavour to ſtir up Perſecution again#t 


Friends, and put the Mayor to ſome trouble, for not | 


puniſhing me ;, but therein he did, nor could do, no 
more than manifeſt his own Malice, and what Birth 
he was of : The Lord had ſet his Bounds, J. V. 


— 


— 


YN all this long Journey, this I can ſay, (to 
the Hononr and Glory of my tender God, 
and to the Praiſe of his Providential Pawer,) 
and be it known to all, That altho? I had none 
to accompany me of my own or Friends pro- 
viding, yet tlie Lord ſo ordered it, that I had 
ſtill ſome honeſt Woman, or Maiden Friend, 
both by Sea & Land. In the firſt Veſſel thatever 
I was in,I had an honeſt ancient maiden Friend, 
namely Sarab Yoaklet, who was my Companion 
from London: until Icame to Long-Iſland: And 
then in New-England, one Lydia Wright,another 
faithful Friend, was willing to travel with me, 
and did accompany me a conſiderable time ; 
and ſtill the Lord ſo ordered it, that when e- 
ver one left me.,that another was ready. to take 
her place to be my Companion. And when I 


returned home, there came with me an ancient 
Maiden 
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Maiden Friend, - who had been out in thoſe 


Countries in the ſervice of Truth fix Years, 
whoſe name was argaret Kerby , and on the 
3d of the 4th Month, 1681, Iarrived ſafely at 
Dover in the County of Kent, where] was 
three Weeks in the ſervice of Truth : And af- 
ter that (bleſſed -and renowned be the Holy 
Name of Jeſns) I. came to London, and after a 
little time ſpent in viſiting Friends at Londow, 
I came ſafe home : And as I pondered weigh- 
tily, and beheld the Preſervation of me and 
mine, and the manifold - Mercies that we re- 
ceived when ſo far remote one from another, 
my. Heart was truly';tendered in the ſenſe of 
my Heavenly Father's Love, and my Soul mag- 
nified the Preſerying and Delivering Powery 
and the cry run through me, Lord God of my 
Life, let me and mine _ never forget thy G $/Be | 
for it is wonderfully to be admired ;, and thy unex- 
preſſible Love to be conſidered, by all: thoſe unto 
whom it hath been ſo largely extended, Ard as 1 
conſider our nothingneſs, and thy tenderneſs towards 


. #5, 1 cannet but abhor ſelf, and breath, unto thee, 


that I and mine may. for ever hold ſelf in no re- 
putation, and follow Jeſus through the daily croſs ;, 
wherein I (through tender Mercy ) bave found pow- 
e&r, when of my ſelf. I could *do nothing whereby to 
fulfil what was required of me, but ſelf was very 
ready to binder me, as the ſelf-ſecking Spirit is al= 
ways thoſe that are not aware of it : And there» 
fore 1 deſire, above all things, that I and mine, 
whom the Lord hath been ſo good unto, may be 
watchful ; and, in order thereunto, 1 commit all 
© unto 


wa, 
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wnto that God of Power that hath preſerved hi. 
'therto, and is able to keep and preſerve unto the 
end : To whom be all Glory and Praiſe for ever. 
more, Amen. Þ Y. 


— "Y 4 


A Letter writen at Graveſend to Friends of 
the Womens Meeting, by J. V. when ſie 
was going to Sea, for her long Fourny, 
The 24th of the 12th Manth, 1699. \ 

Dar: well-beloved Siſters, my [Love 


and Life Safutes yot ; even in a ſenſe of 

the tender Love of my Heavenly Father do 

embrace yon, and greatly encourage yon to 

keep your Womens Meetings, and keep up 
your Teſtimonies, every one in your places ; 
for every one hath a Teftimony for the Pure 
God, tho* not in Words, yet in the Word of 
Life, which hath quickened our Souls, and pow- 
erfully operated thereon , 'even in our Wo- 
mens Meeting : Hath not the ſenſe of it been 
ſufficient to engage our - Hearts to ſerve him ; 
and to bare our faithful Teſtimony for him in 
Purity of Life and Converſation , that his 
Name may be honoured, and thie precious 
Truth propagated ? For this you know how 
long hath been Lhe travail of my Soul amongſt 
you; and, I hope, it will be the travail of yours 
in my abſence, that if ever we ſee one ano- 
thers Faces again, it may be with Joy and not 
with Sorrow. So let your Breathings be for 
my Welfare in the Lord Jeſus, as mine are for 
you3 
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you ; for had it not been. to keep Covenant 
with my God, I conld. not have given up my 
'c1- | weak Body to the Sea; bur in my long and 
fore Exerciſes, I often promiſed the Pbre.God, 
— | that I would give up my Life as a Sacrifice, .if 
-he would accept of it ; and now he hath tried 
of | -me, and if he pleaſe to take it; is is but my 
ſhe | reaſonable ſervice to offer jt up'to him; but 
21, | 1 did intend you- ſhould have had more time- . 
ly knowledge of it, bot that I-conld nortell 
| whether .it might have been taken. of me; 
% therefore I forbore ſpeaking of it publickly, 
Fr till at Iength I could not come back ; but row, 
1} in the univerſal Love of God, do I take my 
0} leave of you all, not knowing whether [ 
'P | may ſee you again or not. Remember my 
$. | dear Love to the Brethren, whoſe Labour of 
; Love and Work of Faith is for the 'Propaga- 
0” | ting of the precious Truth. | 
And the Lord God Eternal keep us all cloſe 
”- | unto himſelf, in that which neither Sea nor 
n J Land can ſeparate; for in it my Love doth'tru- 
3 I ly reach unto you all, being clear in the ſight 
nf of my./God of all ſervice, fave only this 
which my Life lies engaged for. © Here I 
IS { ſtand reſigned to live or die in the Will of my 
4 | God, and fo Ideſire fiim 'to keep me tothe 


end. __ 
S | "And, dearFriends, be Valiant for the Truth, 
- | tht it may"nor be nndervalued through a 
tC | tdwardly creeping Lidertine Spirit, for thac 
r | hath done foo hart already ; ſtand over 
r | #,1 beſerch you all, and quit your ſelves like 


faith» 
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faithful Soldiers, fighting under the Banner 
of Love, which. our tender God hath ſpread 
over us, that we may. not be aſham'd to. bear 
the Croſs; and take heed, leſt -any cauſe the Of- 
fence'of the Croſs ta ceaſe, for fach are Ene- 
mics to Chriſt ; Jews, ler;them profeſs what 
they. will 3. for there is no way to the Grown, 
but by and: through the Crols. So, in. that 
which brings us-inte) ſubjection, do | remain 
( preſent with you. in Spirit, though abſent 
in Body,) your tender Site in the precious 
Trath. | 
mY Fo Ve. 
From Graveſend, the: 24th. 
of. the 12th "_— 1679. 


iy Wc 
Let this be read iv your Womens Meeting, or | | ſe] 


any where, as a ſervice is ſeen. 
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A Letter to her: Husband, Richard Vokins 
ſent from Road, Hand. , 
Dear Husband, z po bo 


Y Love and Life falntes thee, with my 
dear Children, and my Fathers a 
brother O. S. and his Wife., ;and;my'Br 
D and his Wife, and all the reſt of. m TON 
ot 


Friends and Heayealy Relations, dea 
? TY 
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firing your Preſeryation and Proſperity in the 
ever bleſſed Truth ; and then I doubt not bur 
our God will increaſe us in. our outward 
ſtore. And, dear, Heart, thou art often in 
my. mind, . ang. the breathing of my Life is 
for thee, as for my own Soul, and I do be- 
lieve that all our Trials will work for good, 
if we. love the Lord. Jeſus as we ought to do: 
Thoſe Trials that we haye had, and do now 
meet with, I hope will fit us far greater, and 
I do not know. but I.may come home again, 
to ſuffer with -yoy,, . by. the ſtrength of the' 
fame Power thaf hath preſerved us hitherto. 
Oh magnified be it for. ever, faith my Soul, 
for it hath done for me great things. And, 
dear Heart, my ſervice is greater here than it 


ſelf in Long ſtand, but at New-York Iam not 
quite clear. bur . I hope I ſhall ere long. I 
3m now at Road-[ſland, going on to' clear my 
ſelf as faſt as I raay, as the Lord makes wa 
for me. [I intend to take the Meetings be- 
tween this and Boon, and when I am clexr 
there, I hope you;may hear further from me, 
* or ſee me, in ſame reaſonable time, as our 
tender God ſhall be pleaſed to order : And 
by this you may all know that my tender God 
is, with me, and carries 'me through many 
fore Exerciſes, ,and his mighty Power enables 
me.ta do his, Seryice ; and his Reward is not 
wanting, bleſſed be his Name, for. all his tender 
ercies. Friends are tender to me,and T1 am 
er in Health at preſent than I have been; 
£3 +& > ww. & X . E's but 


? | was there, an4 I have pretty well clear'd my 
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þut 1 have many Ailments arcend? my weak 
Body fill ” 

4 dear Heart, let us breathe to oor God | m7 
together, though outwardly far aſunder, yet 
If it ſtands with the Will of our Heavenly Fri > 
ther we may ſte. one another 2gain, to his 
Honour and yr Comfort ; and let us pray | . 4 
unto him, LY Night, that-we may be 
content, to be at his diſpoſe in Life or 
Death, together 'or aſunder, that he may by 
. honoured, and our Souls coniforted. 

And, dear Heart, remember ' to have an 
Eye over our dear Children, that they loſe 
= not the ſenſe of Truth, which my Sont hath 
fo deeply travailled for , when 1 was with 
them ; for it is my fear, now ] am from them, 
that if thou do not ſypply my place in my 
adſegce, that the Spirit of this World wilt 

revail, and hinder the Work of the Lord in 
Hef Hearts, and in thine too, and that will 
be toall our Sorrow. The Lord God Erernat 
keep us faithful tohimunto the, end, that we 
bare our Teſtimonies for his Truth with bold- 
neſs at all times, and in all ' that we 
may not be aſham'd to confef3 bim | before | 
- Nen if we ſhonJd come to. be rried for onr { 
. Liyzs; for it's a precious advancement * to 
bes. worthy. Sufferer; and if the. . gh 
a do bring nts home againy to. 

Sufferipg in_my Native Lanft, 1 hope thoſe 
Exerd es that I now go throngh wilt fit 
fit re for greater ; and | hope vis the end 

tor which thee | and 1 an whe; "And i, 
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in the Love of that which is able to pre- 
ſerve us, dol once more ſalute thee, and re- 
main, 


| Thy true and tender Wife, 
« | From Road-Iſland, | - 
od, , b of the 4b F-V. 
2; 1689: 


bps a ths. —_2 ttt. —_ y-—_—_ 
ry 


Emember my dear Love.to. my Children, 
and bid them mind the Lord, and'to all 
Friends of our Meeting, and :let my Son &. 
telt- then) that I greatly deſire their Faith- 
fulnek, and 1 hope he will have an honeſt 
ch A He NIE « balates 
ho $ r may a belic 
ts chas. if 1 the hore > Ks Hows bring w 
again, 3t , may heto 
ptr ag Comfart; the Lord is qpoynn! rep 
t9-preſerve we home z as he was hither, and 
hope he will is his time I muſt leave that to 
Ik and. #5. 1 hope will you 3 for if we be 


not. contented with his il, "it will not be 
well withus : And therefore Jer? 9s learn Paws 
Leflon, for we have great need in every ſtate 
to. be content. No ___y, but deat Love, be- 


A's ag io! 
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To Oliver Sanfom cud bis Wife. 


Dear Brother and Siſter, 7 


Wo I dearly love in the Lord Jeſus, 
( our Life ) who makes hard things 
eafie , bitter things-ſweet, and--bares np in 
the greateſt Trials, do I falute you, with my 
Mary, my Siſter Margery, and ' the reſt. of 
them, earneſtly deſiring your Proſperity eye- 
ry way, as for my own Soul. And by this you 
may know, that: tho? ſore Exerciſes and Tra- 
yels attend-on every hand ; yet Tam alive ro 
magnifie that Power that hath- preſerved- in 
Dangers great, and Difficulties many, and' is 
able to Preſerve unto the end, and therefore 


1 deſire that we may truſt in it, andoobey- it, 


to the honour of 'it ; for it hath been ma- 
nifeſt in my weak Body, to the admi- 
ration of many of the upright in Heart, and 
they are very Loving to me where ever [ 


come ; And my-tender Father hath ſtrengthen- | 
ed me to do his Service in .Long- 1ſland, and ' 


New-York, and in Road-Iſland , and Bo#ton, 
and New-FJerſey, and thoſe parts of America, 
and I was in hope to have come home when 
] was clear of New England ; but the Lord 


hath laid it upon me to go to Barbadoes, and | 


in his Strength I am going on in a Veſlel 
that one George Fletcher is Owner and Maſter 
of, who profeſſes Truth. Do you not think 


- 2» bo, =, uw 25 


that 
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that a Line from you would be very precions 
to me? 1 neither heard from, nor ſaw one of 
myNative Land fince I left it; but I cannot 
blame you, not knowing whither to direct 
it. Remember my dear Love to all dear 
Friends of our Mens and Womens Mectings, 
earneſtly deſiring their Faithfulneſs therein, 
and in all things elſe that pertains to the 
life of Truth , that we may bear our Te- 
ſtimonies in Upvrightneſs nnto the end; that 
in -the end God may be ' glorified, and our 
Souls comforted ,. for ever \ and - evermore; 
Dear - Anne Lawrence's Children be -in my 
Mind *as well as my own': I:rhope: you 
will. look after. them in} my ::Abſence; 
that we. may have-comfott. of: their Growth 
in the Truth, if ever. we- are: preſent again 


_ -and-af they grow..in-the 'Truth,.:and Know: 


tedge, and 'iLove of God, then will the! De4 
ſire 'of your tender Siſter. be anſwered. ' And 
{in that which ſatisfies our Breathings, 1re« 
mainz f 3 03 Hat 


Tour Tender Sifter, 


in 2| 
The 1ſt of the Eighth LL, v 


_ Aonth, 1680. 
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For Friends 43 Graveſend in Long-Iſlead, 


_ 


and elſe-nhere. 
© Dar Friends, 


A[ Y Love and Life ſalutes yon, and in 
Y 2 "that which unites. unto our God- and 
entlears us in the Heavenly Relation, you are: 
often in my Remembrance;;3/ and my Souls de- 
fireis that we'may feel each other ina living 
growth, in that Life and Love of God which 
reaches over Sea and Land, and fatishes- our 
Souls; and cauſes us to rejoyce together in 
Spirir, as '/preſent- (though abſent in Body) 
Jjoyning. in the ' God of our ſweet Salyarion z 
. thongh in this World we meet with many 


bitter Exertiſes;" yet bleſſed be his holy:Name, 


| hs: ſweet' Salvation out+ballances all z and as 
in'.the Light we' behold it, - we have great 
cauſe to magnifie that Name that bringeth it : 
For there is power to make the Weak ftrong, 
and to eſtabliſh the Feeble-minded ; and we 
have ſufficiently partaken of its Preſervation 
and Deliverance. Glary and Honour and 


Praiſes over all be returned thereunto, our | 
Souls have cauſe to ſay, for all his Mercies 


and great'Loving Kindneſs, both Spiritual 
and Temporal ; fr his wonted Favenrs and 
renewings of Mercies daily. Who can con- 
ſider it, and not be bowed into Tenderneſs 
before him ? The confideration thereof melts 


my Heart even at this time. And the breath- 


ing of my Soul is to the God of my Lite, that 


we | 
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we may all keep low'in the Valley of -qur'-Fas: 
|: | thers. Love; where the Well-ſpring of Life 
doth overflow. 'that our 'Souls through ts: 
ſmeet Refreſhings may live: unto him," that: 
— [ through its ariſing we may magnific his Name 
n {| and celebratehis Praifes, for Death and: Darks' 
& | neſs cannot.: :'And therefore we! had need>be. 
e | att watching in the Light; and- waiting: for the 
I” | ariſings of © Life, that Death: and: Darkneſs: 
may be ſubdued out of anrFamilies, and out = 
of our Aſſemblies z that our: Families 'may_ be 
ſeaſoned” with 'the Heartscleanſing and preſer- 
ying holy 'Fear, that they. may be: of Gad's 
Families, and :our Afemiblies crown'd with 
Lifez that Truth may be promoted thereby in' 
out Generationz: and our Poſterity: blefſtd 'in- 
the Generations. to come.c'4For this end the; 
Lord hath taken Compdſlionionus, andraifed+ - 
,vsyp.of all the Families of the Earthiy-andif 
we do not anſwer the 'requirings of his Love, 
wa ties us 'by, and/iraife up whom [he 


; -Qh! dear Hearts feel his Love, for it re« 
quires Love my Soul can trity fay. Oh! what 
' manner of Love js this (as one ſaid ic his dey) 
| that he bath: Loved os: with, that when we 
were afar off and Strangers to him, 'he: made 
known his precious Truth ante, ws,' aud re+ 
vealed a meaſure thereof in us, to hetp our 
Infirmities and to teach ns, - when we 
\ | $evld find no comfart of all the Teachings of 
the Idol Shepherds, nor.ac help for our iofir- 
mities: Oh bow precious was his voice, and 

WL | comely 
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cattiely was his Countenance, and how tend- 


erly were our Hearts affefted:tliereyith, in the | 


day of iour Convincement-! .Qh.-it 'was a day 
of /Love| never: to: be forgotten;!':! And how 
hath he furroundedius:by his Power ever ſince} 
Surely his -FatherlyoLove hath-been and.is ſuf- 
ficient. to oblige as/to'-Obedience.z. for he is 
not wanting to his tender Seed, but is appears 
ing for:the . Affliction. of - Foſeph, and to work 
Deliverance for Farob, and to relieve the tra- 
vailing iSeed, in! the: remote corners: . of - the 
Earth: ; 'There'are'many [going and gone out 
of 'Old England to Perſiluania and New FJarſey, 
that /have.been as -In{truments in the Hand of 
the Lord'for the promoting; his [Truth here.j 
and hope they- will be {a+ therej:to: the Hos 
nour ofhis greatiName:and the Comfort of his 
Childrew in the Neighbouring [flands;! for the 
Lord: will exalt his Treth, thought the Wick- 
edgrdw' worſe and/worſe:! {lt i 
{Therefore let; onri- Hearts . magnifie his 
Name, ahd onr Souls (and all that is within 
us): return Praiſes and Thankſgiving unto 
himz: forthe is worthy, "who is God bleſſed for 
ever, -arid::evermore, || Amen, faith my Soul, 
who ani'a 'Fravelker-in: Spirit for the tender 
Seed; anil a:Rejoycer in its Proſperit y, 
This Ks ſuppoſed'';- ' + --. * 
was Written ſoqn after. : .. Joan Vokins. 
her return home. | - | I - 29:31 (4 
Let this Epiſtle be *Copied and ſent to Matinicoke, to 
wig enp Friends thereaway, to be read among 
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| Here follows'the Copies of ſomemore Letters 
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:? that ſhe wrote and ſent when ſhe was in 4+ - 
Ty bor Hucband andC hildren, the 11th of 
"then 1th Month, 1680. from Nevice;' 


"| © Dear Husband\ and Childien, | A, 


MY endeared Love, in the Love-of my ten» 
YL der God, doth dearly falute:you, and the 
breathing of 'my Soul is unto my tender God, 
that you may be faithful and obedient ro your 
Meaſures received, . that you :may grow inthe 


Knowledge and 'Love of God, and of his:Sdn 


Chriſt Jeſus, whom co: know ir Eternal Life, which 
is better than Natural Life; or any thing that 
thereunto belongeth: Oh, dear Hearts, conſider 
of it;\and forget not the goodneſs of the-Lordy 


- for unutterable is his Love towards us; vMy 


Heart is tendered in the feeling of-ir, and 1 can» 
not forget his tender dealing with us 3 and the 
cry runs often through me 'to'the- God: of my 


- Life, + That you may not forget his Goodneſs, 


nor ſlight his'tender Love, nor--negle& your 
Dnties to him; for, dear Hearts, | he is notan 
hard Maſter, butthis Reward is ſufficient toen- 
gige our Hearts to'his Service; Therefare let 
our Hearts be encouraged to continue in well- 
doing, and tq watch againſt the Enemy, that he 
may not prevail todraw out your Minds from 
waiting upon the Lord : Surely there is great 
danger does attend you, my dear and tender 
ones. 


( 60) 

ones. Oh let your Hearts be diligent to ſeek the 
Honour of God and the Exaltation of his Truth 
abovys all things ; then I ſhall have the defire of 
my Soul anſwered : For ] amgreatly concern- 
ed for you, and my Prayers are for you Night 
and Day, that" your 'Souls may live to God, 
whatever .your: Bodies. endure: But for your 
comfort, I put you in mind of the ſweet Pro- 
miſes of him thatſaid, Firſt ſeek the Xingaam of 
Kdexoon, and the: Righteouſneſs thereof, and all things 
elſe ſball bradded: And I am truly fatisfied, he 
is never failing to fulfil his {weet Promiſes uats 
them that keep bis Commandments; and if we love 

. Him et it: be-manifeſt by, our keeping, his 
Coramands:; :far be .is worthy ;1Þ be feared, and 
Eruſted in, and depended and had in rcy 
membrance continually. Zhe.Lord God of i my 
bac fr bis dw tirnes” and yon. his own terms you 
vray prot the fulfling, of his ſweet Promiſes, 
Ghich axe attained wnto by loving the Light, and k- 
'And ſo, dear Hearts, let us be ſingly reſigned 


unto our God ; for } can truly ſay, his Love is | 


moſt deeply:of an cogaging Nature ; for by it 
I have been preſerved from great Dangers, Pe- 
Tils by Sea, aud Perils by Land, and Perils a- 
mongſt faifeBrethren z but,qui of them all his 
n#ighty Power delivered me, and I am yet alive 
't6.magnifie if, Glory, 2nd Honour, and Ever- 
mKſting Proiſes be unto bis Neme for evermore, 
#uith wy Soul ; for he daily Glleth my Heart 
"therewith, and makes me able to do his Service 


oh, be- | 
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keyond Expedation; and he is not wanting t6 
communicate to my Soul (Glory to his warthy 
Name), but his Reward is in my Boſom,which 

ds my Heart, and refreſhes my Soul, and yp- 

Ids my weak Body, that 1 am not 'withoug 
hopes of ſeeing 3au again; for I bave cauſe to 
fiy, There is nothing impoſſi ible unto my G od. I have 
been moſt of this Winter upon the roar} 
Seas, Two Months at a time, and ſaw no Lang 
and my Clothes were not off Two Nights all 
that time, fo. far as Ican remember, and there 
was no conveniency for my weak Body : There 
were French,and Dutch,and 7riſh,and Bb riatls 
and Engliſh, and T had fore Exerciſes a 
them, both inwardly and outwardly ET 
had good Servicealſo amongft FX Von 
Qid confeſs to the Jer of my alas 
they were moſt of them very Lowe yetth 
mere chained ,þy it, a and The Paſſen ers were 
kind to me for the Truth's, fake ; and when. IF, 
pteafed the Lord to bring us to Jands, we artl- 
ved at the Iſland of Arrego , in the Weſt Todres 
and there | found 2 precious People, and had. 
Two Meetings a Day for a Week, with White 
People and Blacks ;, and on the 7th Day is the wel, 
Childrens Megixgs, and they have alfo Mins a: $i 
Womens Meetings, and the Goſpel-Order i 
bliſhed and eſtabliſhing in thoſe remote Au 
Glory. to God for eyer. Anql the T reach foci | 
we vent pF 


but' that ſmall Yeffet was fo heavy Ce 
we coutd not get from the We#f Pots Wy 


( 62.) 
up and down another Month, that the Paſſen, 
gers were all weary ; for Water grew ſcarce 


and ſtinking, and | ws very weak : And whey: 


we came to another Iſland, we that were Paſ- 
ſengers were willing . to go a-ſhoar ; but'the 
Veſſel did notenter there; and then my Exer: 
ciſt was very great; for I had great drawings to 
£0 there, and then the Weight of my Service 
there, remained with me; And a few Days af. 


ter we bore np,, and went to another Iſhand, : 


where there was no Friends, and there I went 
a-ſhore, and ſome'of the other Paſſengers, and 1 
knew no perſon ;there; the Inhabitants were 
moſt part #3, a0d I was alnioſt ſpent when [ 

came there;but the Lord was exceeding good, 
tad comforted; me'every way, and I got a paſ- 
ſage back'again to Amtego;z. and it remained 
with meto £0 tothe Iſland of Nevice, and 1 
could not be clear of , the Weight of it; and 
when 1 had been ſweetly refreſhed, ' through 
the Love of my God, amongſt them again at 
Antego, way was made . for me to go from 
thence to Nevice, and an honeſt Widow went 
along with me, who was very helpful to me ; 


and,we had good*Service amongſt the Black: | 


and Whites; and ſhe remembers her-Love. to. 
you, all, and her Prayers are with, mine unto 
the Lord for you: And now we are clear of 
Neve, and going, again to Antego, and do. 
hope the Lord will make way for. me to be at 
Barbadoes ere long ;, for I do underſtand it .is; 
but. 3 Weeks Sail or Twoat moſt, if the Wind 
fit Fairs When we came from New York, they” 
Tang a0 ; | ſpoke 


+ 


ll 
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ſen, ſpoke of but Three or Four Weeks Voyage to 
Ic | Barbadaes, and we came out thence akout the 
hen Þ time called Afichaelmas, , and } have not ſeen it 
af: | yer: 1 fent you many Letters from thence when 
the | ] came away, by which you may know my Ser- 
er+ | vice in New England , and, the time when [ 
t0 | came away from thence... 1 do not;know whe- 
ice [:cher. you; reccived any of »my Letters, bat 1 
af: | haye taken all; opportunities | could, both ;by 
1d, | Sea and Land, to ſend-- I met with a Veſſel-up- 
Mt 1.6m the Sea the laſt Letter-that I ſent, and ſhe 
JI | was bound for Londen. 'I do long to hear 'of 
re | your Welfare, but: I; do.not. blame you that. I 
11 | receive no Lines, except you could tell whither 
d, | tq direc them. 1 have not ſeen one,of, my Na- 
iſ, 1 tive. Land, thatl knew, fance I came forth : Bar 
ed | the Lord is-with me, and unto. his. preſerving 
1 | ;Fower ] commit, you, with my ſelf, and all the 
d | zender ones, that; AmaleF's Spirit. may not-burt 
h. | the, hinder; part of the. Flock, nor turg;the 
it | (weak ont of the way. -_/-  '+: +4; mot 
m f _.. Dear Hearts, let's be ſingle unto.God, that 
It | our Underſtandings may ;he-opened, and, kept 
open, that no.ſubtle Spirit-may betray-'oar In- 
j' nocency : And let us never forget the Watch; 
.and if we foulfil-that Command, God will be 
honoured, and our Souls comforted for ever 
and for ever, and for evermore. | Forget not 
your: Family-Meeting on Firſt; Days at Even» 
| ing 5: et not anything hinder. 1 | +113 (154, 


3:40 19 } 204945* 
- Written in the Iſland of Ne- SL 3 


vice, the 11ch of (the 11th « . 
vid4onth, 1680, AF ' And 
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nd in the ſame. Letter there were a few Lines adi; 
ed to her Son Thomas Vokins, being then b As 
Apprentice with William Gibſon, #» London |» 


.. + Dear Son T.V. | 
Y Love ſalntes thee, and thy dear Mi-J[:1g" 
'V 4 ter and Miftrifs, and all the faithful ii 4: 
In Chriſt Jeſas, earneſtly deſiring your W6. [gi 
areas my own. And dear Heart, ket thy 
"neſt 'Endeavonrs anfwer-the' Deſires of thy 
Heart; for-my-Soul's breathing is, that th 
maiſt be kept Tow arid chaſte, that thon mailt 
Fear: it all times; 'that thow miſt do as Fo 
did,” that could not fit! againſt his God. 
dear Son, it is' a-precfons' thing to feel the 
Awe of the Lott ihpon thy Heart : Oh thi 
this may be thy State; thet theu'maiſt be foniil 
watching unto Prayer, and' continue itt the 
Lime, let thou” tHaiſt* witneſs] Preſervation 
from all the Enemies Snares, and that thy Mind 
Wes ed inthe Light, to wair for the In- 
cories'of Life-;that thou maiſt live to God, 
ahd Rek his Kingdom, andthe righteouſneſs there- 
of;- and then-thou/nee@Pſ not fear hut el! things 
elſe will be added, And 1 hope thy Diligence and 
Faithfulnefs toGod, and unto thy Maſter and 
Miſtrifs, will increaſe their Love to thee. $6 
hoping tho# wilt take gaod Counſt,and brin; 
forth the Fruit thereof, to the' Horour of. 
precious God, and to all our Comforts. : 


This is from thy thier Mother": © AV. * 
re 0 , by Fe g Ny 7 £ An 
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o bs Epiſtle to Friends of New York, and 


* there-away. 
| | "M avd well-belvved Friends, . 
vo m-g*Heſe Lines ate left to your weighty Conſi- 
14: :deration in 'this Seaſon, whilſt opportu- 
bn oiy. dotty;preſene ; for Times and Seaſons are 


he- hq Hand, and ” know not bow 
my may-Pur a period ro our days: an 
hd Ftherefore we are all concerned to ſeek the pro- 
alt I'pagation of che-precious Truth, whole Excel 
a knoy far exceeds the pureft Gold. > and the 
on thereof: fartranſcenderh all earthly Trea- 
:; Ohler it be our greateſt care iy, affe 
fed wich: ic; that'we may fay with the. 
le, in a livitiy: ſertfe thereof, kat Godlines 
wich:contenement is che -greateft Gain : for we 
tte well know;-thar no orfier Gain is profita- 
te for our everlafting welfare; neicher will 
| ky. Thing ele Triad © 'ns inftead., when our 
Tot calls for at 'Acconnt of bur Talents ; agd 
tlerefore Jet itthe the benr-of our Hearts; 3.and 
Jv inclinations bf onr Minds roimprove theg 
thati we may give our 'Accoiine with joy ; that 
mr God may be hononred,, and our” Soy 
0 Joaforted, when this mamentary Pilgrim 
a | | all bonded; an#4h our Ttronhles and Exer- 
6 forgotten wherethie fuineſs of that which 
e haye- alrea@y the earneft'of 3 being aft1hiun- 
d>-fold better chan. ny thing we haye parted 


Me with 
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with for it : and if we ſhould be yet tried Þ: 
part with all, even Life and all , .u's but ou 


reaſonable Service'to give it up*alFro him fron 
whom we have received it; for what havewf w 
(that is good,) but what we have received W 


him, and what:is it that he js-nort worchy 6f' fre 
Is not his Love ſufficient: to;engage ourihears] < 
to his Service ? . Have he-nat delivered us inf. ol 
Dangers deep, and . Difficulties ;great-,- und] w 
brought us through many and ſore Diftreſls?] it 
And hath he. not made us Partakers of may] er 
precious Promiſes ? Endleſs. Praijes.. be rol} a 
moſt holy Name, faich my Soul. - The feelin Pt 
' _ Of his ſweet refreſhing Life that.he communf} a; 
cates to'my Soul, is a hyndred;fold better tian ys 
Husband and Children, ar-any ether outwat y 

' Mercies that he hath made-'me- partaker-f ar 
though very near.and dear untg-me., AH w 
__ And now, dear-Friends: the Scripturesatea] f6 
' fulfilling 1n us ; therefore let .our earneftitha} f;: 
we have received, .engage..qur hearts. to vj 01 
Maſter's work, that we may rective-the fulnd et 
of that which we. already have an earneſto} ar 
for we haye not, a. hard Maſter. to ſerve-: tu |: 

" behold he comes; and his reward-is wich hin XN 
Oh let's wait for him.to. enlarge our heanf pr 
,more and; more, then. ſhall we love te prop} 
gate his Truth, and run the way of his:Genf D 
mandments. with joy and, great delight; ith th 
. we may all witneſs the fulfilling, of char: {vi} 
Promiſe of;a hundred-fold in rhis-life, and} th 


Faith * 


$ terwards the great and donble reward: of 14 h] 
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Paithful, which' is the joy of the Sout in the 
Life which is everlaſting. | 
" And fo, dear Friends, let us all keepanarrow 
watch over our hearts, that the Spirit of this 
World do not creep in , to draw the Mind 
from chat which did at firſt convince us ; for 
that is as precious as'ever, and never waxes 
old ; and therefore let our zeal for it never 
wax cold : but let us prize all opportunities to 
allemble rogether, that we may feel our hearts 
enclin'd, fingly to wait, that we may receive 
a further diſpenſation of life, that a growing 
People we ray be ; that love unto our God, 
and unto one another may abound amongſt 
us,z that the Way of our God may not ſeem 
tnpteaſant, nor this, Commands grievous unto 
any of us ; neither that given way unto which 
would' lead into the liberry of the fleſh again, 
for that is a dividing Spirit, -that will ſeparate 
from God, and uncement and break the Unity 
of the Body * ic 15 of a creeping nature, and 
enmity lodges init, whatever it may prerend 
and becauſe*jt hath already wrought in'a Mi- 
ſtery, and brought diſhonour co the worthy 
Ns of our God , and reproach upon the 
precious Truth : Therefore it doth. deeply con- 
ett us to double our diligence in doing our 
Duties ro” honour him, in the propagating of 
the Trath. | | 
* Oh Friends, let us for ever have this before 
the view of our Minds , let no other beloved 
W' binder : for'if we love any thing more than 
pw EF 2 | this, 


( 68 ). 
this, it.will not go well with us ; for our God 
will ſearch the Camp, and if there be a B«- 
byloniſb Garment, or a Wedge of never fo pre- 
cious Gald, yet if the Work of the Lord be 
hindered thereby, his Wrath will ſurely come 
n ic and conſume it : for a clean Camp the 
Lord will make,that his Truth may be renown 
ed ; and the; day of purifying is come and co- 
ming more, in which the Hypocrites ſhall be 
tryed, and the upright in heart comforted, al. 
though there may be many that were firſt, 
came to be laſt, . and ſome- Fudarlike betray. 
their Maſter ; yet the Lord; will ſpread his 
cuth mn atio ps | Ng | : 
ower, by. ſtaining the glory -of all fleſh, and | 
Low fefore his | 
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by laying Self low. before him, that ic may bs, || fre 
had in no replutarion.: for be will nor giys bis. || Us 
glory unto: , the Adalterer, nor the I:, | an 

later NATL be decked. with his Jewels : for, | nc 


where Self 1s decked, che Log js provaked 2 | bÞ 
but where SelF.35. denied, and the daily Crok. | of 
taken up, thete the low appearance of the Son, . | fo. 
of God is bowed unto, which ſeems'conter T8 of 
bleunto them, .who cauſes che offence of. the, 
Croſs to ceaſe, and ſertles upottheir Lees, and, 
ſics down. in. a ſtate of careleſnefs, thinking, 
themſelves ſecure, without rhg performance ot 
_ their Duty, in, Obedience to the mealure of 
Truth received, that ſhould bring into a Dilci- 
ple's ſtate; Oh Friends, we all know, that reſt 
1s polluted, let us all up and-be doing, thatour. | |. 
Lampsmay betrimumed.and weallmay beready, «| 
5 to 


__ 


— 
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to meet the Bridegroom of our Souls, that we 
may enter in whik the Door is open : but if 
we delay until che Door is ſhut, thenit will be 


in vain to ſeek, we ſhall not be able to enter, 


when the Door is ſhut againſt us : then whac 


will the profeflion of Truth do for. us. 


Therefore let us with ohe heart and mind 
labour together, and let our breathings be one 


for atndther, that the poſleflion of Lite may be 


more and more inherited amongſt as, that we 
may be refreſhed one in another, when toge- 
ther or aſunder, that a ſympathizing one with 
another, we may have, as Members of ene Bo- 
dy, to the honour of Chriſt our holy Head, 
from whom we receive nouriſhment, to keep 
us from withering, and to make us to grow 
and be uſeful all in our meaſures, that one can- 
not ſay unto another, I have no need of thee : 
for if we are cemented together as Members 
of one Body, we mult needs be all concerned 
for the honour of our Head, and the comfort 
of one another, I remain, 


Your unfeigned Friend in the 
precioms wnchangeable Truth: 


JOAN VOEINS. 

Thus to be read among#} Friends at New York, 

(or elſe-where) as am the Wiſdom of God it mey 
he ſeen meet. | 


F 3 Written 
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Written in the Iſland of Artegus in the 
Movings of the Spirit of Truth, and 
in the ſence which that gave me of 
the ſtate of Friends there. *  F.F, 


———— 


Here follows a LETTER that ſhe wrote 
on Board the firſt Veſſel going for Ame- 
rica ; diredted, and ſent to ſome Women- 
Friends in London. | 


Dear Friends, ' | 
| boner forget your labour of Jove, and fi 
ſterly care concerning me, and do return 
the acknowledgment thereof , with kind ac 
ceptance ; and this is to Certifie you, that after 
T left old England, I had no cauſe of doubt or 
fear: but the roaring Sea is to me as the dry 


Land, becauſe of my heavenly Father's pre- | 


ſence and power, which do make hard things 
eaſje, and bitter things ſweet, in whoſe Arms 
we are preſerved hitherto, and we have great 
cauſe to hope we ſhall unto the end : for he is 


with us, and have done for me already, more | 


then I did expet from his tender hand : 1 


—- have not had one fit ſince I came aboard : but 


Sarab and I are both Sea-ſick : but we have 
good encouragement in our Vpyage.; and here 
is ſome Friends, and ſome other ſober People, 
and I have good Service amongft” them; and 


the Peace of my God flows in as a River, and" 


his 


4. 
his Love and Life as a mighty Stream, which 
Lwould-not - be-ſeparated from , for all that is 
in Old England : and let all Friends know, that 
ask concerning me, that its very well wich my 
Soul 3; Glory everlaſting be unto my tender 
God for ever. Though my Body 1s Yann wt 
he'that mad&-it, is worthy to have the diſpo- 
fng of it : and'unto him it is reſigned ; for he 
hattr often brought ic down, and raisd itwup : 


F and can do with it as he'pleafcs. 


And. let my dear Husband and Friends 
thereaway know, that T am at home with my 
God 5 though abſent from my outward : and 
heithat 'cloachs the Lillies, and feeds the Ra- 
vens,- takes care'of me as well here, as at home ;. 
ahd-as. ro my bodily weakneſs, I am not worſe 
than IT was.at home : bat mueh eaſier in my 
Mind. Blefſed and magnified be the Name 
of the Lord for ever. 


 * Ttiis. troubleſome for me to write, the Veſ 


ſel doth ſo wave. I defire that Suſay Dew, and, 
Mary Elſon may ſee this, or have a Copy of it: 
and alſo my dear Husband and Children, to 


| whom my indeared Love is recommended, 


and to all our Friends there-away, that loves 
the Truch, and walks in it; for they can ſym- 
pathize with me, and are partakers of the 
reward of life with me in our own Boſoms : 
which is and hath been more to me, fince I 
have been aboard the Veſlel, than my natural 


Life: and it's the beſt Cordial that I can ever 


F 4 have ; 
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have; for healing vertue is in ic, by which 
my Soul and weak Body is ſtrengthened and 
' comforted in times of great weaknefs, fore 
tryals and exerciſes, in the ſenſe of which 
my Soul is tendered before the God of my 
life ; not queſtioning but that we may ſee one 
anothers faces again with joy, and not with 
ſorrow : and yet if we do not ſee face to 
face; yet if we abide together in Spirit in 
the work and ſervice of our God, then ſhalt | 
he be honoured, and our Souls comforted, 
and fo ſhall I have the defire of -my Soul an- 
ſwered ; who am a Traveller for the tender 
Seed ſake, in the ſervice of Truth, whetein 
I greet you all in the falutation of my dear 
love , and therein do take'-my leave, and: 
bid you farewel in the Lord JES U'S, remain” 
ing, | 


Your true and unfeigned Friend 
and Siſter in the precious Truth, 


Fromzon Ship-board 
: Downs, 29th J Y.s 
\of the 12th Month, | ab 
_1679- | 
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An F 'piſtle to Friends in Rhode-Ifland 
and there-away, | 


Dear Friends, | 
Y Loveand Life ſalutes you all that loves 
| the precious Truth, and lives in it; for 

they are very dear and near one unto- another, 
even as Epiſtles written in one anothers Hearts 
that cannot be forgotten 3 not written with 
Ink or Pen, but with the uniting and healing 
Spirit, that unites us -unto our God, and er- 
dears us one unto another, in which I am one 
with you in Tryals and Exerciſes, and the 
breathing of my Soul is unto the God of ottr 
lives that all may be cur off that eronbles you 5 
and that Love and Lite, and all other Spiritual 
Graces and Gifts may be multiplied and in- 

creaſed in and amongſt you, that you may 

perſevere as the Worthies of the Lord,' that 
through renewings of the right Spirit you may, 
be more and more-Conquerours over all that 
is wrong': for our God ts on his way, Glory 

to his Name for ever, and he hath regard to 

the very hindermoſt of the Flock ; therefore 
let all put on Valour and Courage. to: follow 
the Lamb, for he is on his way Trwumphantly; 
and he and his faichful Followers ſhall have 
the Victory, though we may meet with much 

by. the way, yet we have great encouragement 


- | ftill co look to him who have hicherto preſer- 


ved 
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ved in dangers deep and difficult ; and though 
in this, World we meet with many: Traubles, 
yet"our Helper is nigh, yea, a God' at hand 
to deliver out of 'them all; "Sarely his love is 
ſufficient to engage our Hearts to his Service ; 
for we have every one a Service for our tender 
God: in-'our ,places, and purity. of 'Life'and 
Converſation i5' that which will an{wer co the 
eſtabliſhing and confirming of all that: keeps 
thereunto.;; though the outward appearance of 
things , may. make ſome- weak: ones to. 'reafor 
and queſtion, .and be ready ro ſtumble,-yer 
the Goſpel-light and life, .and- the good order 
thereof is very comfortable, and as it is: kept 
unto will reſolve all doubts, and ſtop. the dark 
reaſoner, and;put a period. to, all unprofitable 
Controveriies, which things the: Lord: grant 
may be brought to paſs amongſt you, ;and 'in 
all the Churches, to the, Honour and:Exalca- 
tion. of his. Holy Name. and, Precious; Truth; . 
and the comforting and building up and. eſta- 


bliſhing of. every breathing, tender Babs; thac - 


he over all may have the praiſe, and our Souls 
the comfort. for evermare;” Amen, Saith your 
Friend inthe. unchangeable, Truth, cy. i. | 
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From Barbadoes, 
Gch. of the firſt” 


Month, 1681. 


Let this be read among Friendsin Rhode-Ifland, 
as the Wiſdom of God ſhall direff, ' | 


Here 
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Here are at the Wef-b:dia Iands a very ' 

od Preſident concerning Children, and L: 
could wiſh that it were ſo among the Lord's! 
People every where. Friends Children meet- 
together once a week, and fic together with, 
their Parents, and wait upon the Lord, and: 
are Inſtruced, and they learn dear G. F*s Ca-: 
techiſm at home, [ and then they ſay it at the: 
Meeting once a week |and I do believe that it do 
produce a good Efte&, and I can truly fay, 
that the Power of the Almighty is amongſt” 
them, for many of them was tendered and lect 
Tears when I was at their Meer 


were refreſhed. 


Here in Barbadoes are Family: Meetings ve- 
ry frequently and comfortable. 
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An Epiſtle to Friends in Eaſt-Jerſey. .. 


Dear Friends, 


E of believing Hearts, and keep to the. 
LI meaſure of Light already received, that 
none may be. vailed in their Underſtandings,; 
and fo come to loſs 5; but that all may have- 
the benefit of their own meaſures, that we 
may - Magnifie our God together 3 for in 
the feeling of that Spirit that helpeth our In- 
firmities and teaches us, we are greatly encou- 
| raged to travel on, though there is much to 


ing, and Friends: 
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be met with by the way. Oh therefore let 
none be weary in well-doing, but all tobe di. 
ligent, that God's Plantation may flouriſh in 
every Heart, that he may have the Fruit to his 
Glory, for he is making manifeſt his great love 
to his tender Seed in thoſe remote corners of 
_ the Earth; and he will make his Power known, 
and his Goſpel-light is ſhining, and he will 
multiply his Mercies, and increaſe his Bleſſings, 
both Spiritually and Temporally , untq_thoſe 
who live the Goſpel-life, and keep to its blef- 
ſed Order : Oh the great love and tender deal- 
ings of our God,that he is viſiting thoſe Iſlands, 
which cauſes my Soul ofcen to rejoyce ; for he 
have heard the Cry of the poor, and. is ariſen 
for the help of the needy, and have made 
many willing to leave their Native Land, rhac 
are as Inſtruments in his hand, for to build up 
in the pure vidtorious Faith, which have iong 
been the breathing of my Soul for you; and 
for the Seed RT heve been concerned cloſe 
with the God of my Life, and the cry in me 
hath often been unto him co ſend forch more 
faithful Labourers amongſt you, that his Vine- 
yard may be drefled and cleanſed from all 
that hindreth its growth, and he hath heard, 
andanſwered in meaſure, bleſſed be his Name. 
Oh Friends, let every one be concerned, and 
none to be idle,but all to the work of the Day, 
' Jeſt Night come and prevent you. 
For now is the day ſpringing from on High 
viſiting you, and the affliction of Foſeph, _ 
che 
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the troubles of Facob the Lord have removed, 
and for his Seed ſake will yet. more appe 
and work its deliverance in the hearts of all 
that are truly tender of it : although the Sax- 

ne is very ſubcil and buſie, and always try- 
Ing co hetray Innocency ; yer the, Watch be- 
ing. kept, he is prevented, and. our Souls prg- 
ſerved. Therefore, dear Friends, lat us not 
forget that Command, left the Enemy ſhould 
prevail. Oh feel a neceſſity of  watchfulneſs, 
that we may keep our hearts diligently ; thae 
we way feel the iſſues of Life , that the in- 
ward Man may grow and be capable to a 
for. God ; for we have every one, both Male 
and Female, a Service in our proper , places; 
and them thatare gligent in doing their Duty, 
ſhall be ſure of a bleſſed Reward of Life, anal 
Peace: therefore let all be encousaged. that are 
poor 'and needy, and. feeble-minded ;, Oh. ler 

m, pat-on Courage, yea, the very hinder- 
maſt of the Flock ;; far our Captain is 'coura- 
gious, he goes on Conquering and to Conquet 
victociouſly, and by his Power kerlrjags great 
Bing to paſs, and is working daliyerance for 
his, {uffering Seed; that have breathed co him 


in ſecret, and could not be ſatisfied, but was 


without . all hope. ef help, until the -ancienc 
Power was brought to light, and che Spiric of 
Truth revealed, to help our Infirmities, and 
to teach us to depart from Iniquity,.:and to 
do the things that is well-plealing' unto our 
. God. /! Oh the day oi our convincement?! in 
IN | which 


| (78) 
* which our hearts and fouls were tendered, and 
we made ſenſible of our ſtates, is never to he 
forgotten 5 but the Ancient Power that ten- 
dered us then, to be kept unto, that we may 
'do the work of the day ; for the Goſpel-day 
"calls for purity of Life ro adorn it. Oh' that 
we may be, as Fohn ſaid, fearing God, and 
giving glory to him, for the'hour of his Judg. 
"ment 15 come; and we and ours ought to fear 
'him, and ſtand in his awe, and notfſin againſt 
him. Oh that we above all things may en- 
deavour that our Families may be of his Fa- 
mily, and our Aſſemblies crown'd with life, 
that living Sacrifices may be offered in our 
Spiritual Worſhip : for broken hearts, and con: 
a ſpirits, our tender God will never de- 
SS. . -- l 
"ad therefore, dear Friends, ler us keep low 
in the Valley'of our Father's love, where the 
Well ſprings of Life do flow, that a living Peo- 
ple we may be, to the praife' of our God, and 
the promoting of Truth-in Generations to come, 
that our Off ſpring may be encouraged by” our 
good Examples, ſucceflively.to honour Truth 


when we are gone to our Reſt, that our Po: 


ſterity may be bleſſed-of the Lord, and: be to 
his praiſe, and our everlafting comfort for ever 
and for evermore. Amen. ' cit 


Written in Barbadoes 
in the firſt Month, 
_ 1681, 


An 
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"244 Epiſtle to' ſome Friends i# New Eng- 
"-TJand, but Zt hath reſpeft to ;tbe general 
”" tare of. Friends there. © | 
_PNEar Friends, tny-Love:dao:tryly reach'ty 


3:4 you '2nd:your' Ghildren;--defring: your 


hirg vi agly mi 1:21 
&, f 'p and nn Potter, * Jai. 


 wellare-everyvway; even as for:my own,' not 


. forgetting your, love:. to. me.,wbeii” b was:there, 
:but in a ſenſe of that love that-our God have 
-thed abroad in our hearts,” do I falute:you, :ear- 

neſtly. defiring that:our Children \may_ be his 
- Children; / and chavthiey and wermay magnikic 
þis-/power together; thoogh outwardly far a- 
-fander. . Oh-that we /and outs may truly en- 
-deayaur after this:{i for its the: breathing of :my 
Soul that we may«f&<l_ one anctherintbarmles 
hearts, that we may breath one for another, 
and be: refreſhed one in another, though ab- 
dent in. body; yet:ptdſent in:ſpirity:ſerying our 
God,.and eying:rhing that he. may direct our 
thearts, \and keep vr minds ftaid;; that when 
the;winds:do blow;.and the: ftorms do beat, we 
{may ; be:upota ture foundation:;; for all fours 
-dations ſhall;be wied, and the:-ſandy/ buildings 
, will-not ſtand-in: the trying times :+ {and there» 
fore we had need: be; builders up afiione-ano- 
\ther:in our moſt; holy. faith; 'thit we may be 
firmly. eſtabliſhat, .and. as good: louldiers endu- 
Tibghardſhips unco the end; for our Captaim 
; is 
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-o on his way, Glory nero worthy Name, and 
2 goes on criumphantly conquering, andi+to 
Conquer, iand he and his faichful Followers-ſhall 
have the Vidory, and his love is ſufficjent to 
encourage the feeble ones , for by his power 
we have been preſerved in dangers many, and 
very great and difficult ; -and he hach been a 
greſcnc help inthe times'of eur greateſt ned, 
and; though we have in our travel here; met 
with many troubles, yet be:(who is our. Got 
hand): detivers our of all. ': Everlaſting Praj- 
- Fes be untothis: Name for ever : he hath'niade 
known 'the' fpiricual Armour. ' Oh | rhat we 
ambay rightly prove it, that:che Strong-holds-of 
_- Sin and Saranmay be pulleddown, and Rigtte- 
-oudneſs and\Holineſs:{be up inthe placeqhere- 
..of, chat gao:God may be hotwouted, and his 
 Aivurh exalted; and his Children comforted: for 
ver andifoc:erermore,i:ufhmenc #2 fro 
401106 00 00 17:59:93 SE» } A691 
|: Maznd-my dear love co Elizabeth Hooter, arm] 
roche Friend:and ber !'Hysband; (thari wenc 
with me to #23; Ferſey ) whg wo Wiliam AfRo: 
andhis Wife; ' find. Tho: Creds andibis Wiſe, and 
| ter them know that i| ſhould be ghad rohear, 
. thatia Meeting:were ſeriediat Afiddhrow ;/{and 
" Tyind my} love to &:. Cooper ; and his Wie 
and Famuly:, -and ler then and other Friends 
knew; that Fenn there-would: be/ gre: 
Service in eſtabliſhing a Mecting chere ; 'm 
love 10 R:Lippingcor, #illiams Shalldock, avltetie 
Friend F/arrer, and to all the reſt: of Friends; 


for 
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for my love is truly to them all, as if I nam'd 
them and their Wives one by one. And my 
fervent delire is, that the precious Truth may 
proſper amongſt you : and that faith and pati- 
ence and love and life, and all other ſpiricual 
'graces and gifts, may abound amongſt you: and 
that all that is wrong may be purged out.Oh thac 
all of you. would wait to feel the renewings of 
the right Spirit, that there might be no room in 
the heart, co entertain the wrong >piric, co hin- 
der or hurt innocency. 

 Andthe Lord God of my Life diſcover its 
ſubtilty, and keep us all upon our watch, that 
none of us may be taken in his ſnares, for they 
.are many and dangerous: and therefore I 
commit you with my felf, and all that loves 
the Truth, and lives in it, to the never-failing 
God, who is worthy to be feared and obeyed, 
truſted in, and depended upon by us, and all 


,*that love him, for ever and fot evermore. 


You would ſay, that I have great cauſe fo 
.to declare, if you did but know what he has 
brought me through, ſince I left you : bur blel- 

fed be his Name, he enabled me to do his Ser- 
vice eyery-where; and-Friends are kind and 
loving to me here at Barxbadees, and fo they 
were at the Leeward Iſlands. No more, but 
unfeigned Love; and reſt, 

Your Friend and Siſter in the 
preciows Truth, 

From Barbadots, 14th of 

the iſt Month, 1681, Joan Vokins. 

=.” To 


( 82 
To Friends in Weſt Jerſey. 


Dear Friend, 

WW Iliam Peachee, after the Salutation of my 

Love to Thee and thy Wife and 
Friends, This is to let thee and Friends there 
know, that I cannot forget you : but the 'Tra- 
vel of my Soul is for you : and the tender 
God of my Life has heard the Cry of his 
oppreſſed Seed, and arriſen and will appear 
more and more-for its deliverance , although 
the Ph:h/tine Spirit do ſtrongly ſtrive, and 4- 
maleck lay by the way: yet [jracl is greatly en- 
couraged and have great cauſe to travel on, 
for the Captain of our Salvation is going on 
before us conquering and to conquer : and he 
will gather his Sons from far, and his Daugh- 
thers from the ends of the Earth ; and for this 
end he viſits the Dark Corners, and for his 
Seed ſake he has appeared on your behalf, 
and if you. mind the Goſpel-light, and live the 
Goſpel-life, and keep the Goſpel-order , then 
will God's Plantation grow , and bring forth 
Fruit to his praiſe, and chen you may expe 
his Bleflings and Proſperity upon you and 
yours: bur if you flight the great Love of 
God, and ler in the Spirit of this World and 
ger you other Lovers, that will greatly pro- 
voke the Lord, and cauſe him to withhold his 
Mercies from you, and cauſe you to fail of 


your expectations. "This loving Caution ſprung 


in 
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in my Heart unto you, and in that which 
thinks no evil I leave it with you, hoping chac 
in the ſame you will receive it, that in the 
reading our Lives may be refreſhed rogether, 
though in Perſon far alunder : for it is exceed- 
ing precious to me, and my life rejoyces at the 
feeling of a living Brother or Siſters growth in 
the truth, and it's that my Soul cravels for, who 
am a friend to it, and as I feed with you in 
the Land of the Living, we can ſing together 
as the ranſomed of the Lord ; and the brea- 
thing of my Soul is, that all that are there 
may be preſerved , and that many thouſands 
more may be gathered to the Honour of his 
=_ and worthy Name and our mutual Com- 
ort, for ever and for evermore, Amen. 

F.FV. 


From Barbadoes, 
If Month, 1681. 


— 


A ſhort Teſtimony againft that Spirit of 
Diviſion, that gave forth W. R's Book, 
ftiled, The Chriſtian Quaker diſtin- 
guiſhed. 


7 there is a Libertine Spirit at 
work, very buſie to darken the Hears 
of them that touch with it : I feel a neceſlity 
upon me, and that from the Lord, to bear my 
Teſtimony againſt ic ; _ to caution all the 

| 2 ten- 
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tender ones not to meddle with it, leſt they. 
be tinured and hurt by ic: for it is a ſub 


Spirit, and ſeeks, under fair prerences, to be- 


tray Innocency, and ſome there are that are 
come. to a loſs thereby, as woful Experience 
do daily ſhew ; and therefore. ler ic be conſ+- 
dered, how it is with thoſe that are alive to 
God: and how ic is with thoſe that are with- 


in the bounds of that Spirit, which gave forth | 


IS. R's wicked Book, and thoſe that owns it, 
are they not in a dying conditign, as to the 
pure Life of Jeſus ?' and let them whoſe un- 
derſtandings are not clear , take heed how 
they read in it, leſt they bring a Vail over them 
again they know not how: I may ſay, from 
a certain ſenſe , that it is a dark Spiric, and 


too many are groping therein; and that is the - 


cauſe they do not ſee wherein the difference 
lyes : Oh that every fuch a one would keep 
to that which did at firft convince them, that 
they mighc.have their underſtandings opened 
and kept. open, that they might ſee how far 
they are on their Spiritual: Journey, that this 
ſelt-ſeeking Spiric might not betray in the Wil. 
dernelſs ; for there are howling ty oa and 
dangerous Places, where this Spiric have lufk- 
ing corners, and creeps in at every turf, if 
the watch be not duly kept : And therefore 
lec all take heed and beware of this deſtroy- 
ing Spirit, whatever it does pretend, it's no bet- 
cer than the inwardly ravening Woolf, though 


cloathed outwardly like a Sheep, and there- 


fore 
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on things above. 
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fore. deceives the more : but the Lord will 
lay ir open more and more for his own Seed 
fake, that has long ſuffered; and the upright 
hearted who are true to God ſhall have great 
encouragement to travel on :; but thoſe that 
are looking out are in great danger of being 
enſnared by this Spirir, which may make their 
Journey long and tedious, by muddlement of 
mind, and ſometimes go backwards, yet their 
way may be ſo hedand, up that they cannot ger 
tes back to Egypr again, but may die in the 

ilderneſs, if they take not heed. Oh that 
all, while they have time, may come into obe- 
dience to the Truth, and feed together in the 
Land of the Living, that in the feeling of. 


|. Life we may ſing together as the Ranſomed 


of the Lord, dwelling wich him (out of all 
ſtrife) in purity of Life, cemented together in 
the bounds of his Love, with ourAﬀeRions fixed 


© 7 
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To Friends in Now England, and there- 


' Dear Friend, : 
Dy Spicer, my Love ſalutes thee and 
) thy dear Wife , and Pather and Mo- 
ther Tilton, if yet alive, and the reft of Friends 
G 3 of 
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f your Meeting.; and Friends at New York 
earneſtly defiring your welfare in the Lord 
Jeſus, and breathing to the God of my Life, 
that above all things Truth may proſper a- 
mong(t you, and that Faith and Love and 
Peace and Life may be multiplied amongſt 
you, that the Work of the Day may go on, 
whatever you meet with to hinder : though 
the' Phil; ine Spirit do ſtrive, and Amaleck lye 
by the way , yet good Encouragement have 
we, as faithful Soldiers enduring hardſhips, 
totravel on and follow our Captain fully ; for 
his Reward is ſure, though it is through many 
Tryals obtained ; yet when this momentary 
Pilgrimage 15 paſled through , the greater 
weight of Glory will out-ballance all : and in 
the ſenſe of ir, let our Hearts rejoyce ; and 
our Souls magnitie that Power that has pre- 
ſerved, and is able to preſerve unto the end: 
and that in and through it we may be ſtrong 
in the Lord Jeſus, and titly furniſhed to every 
good Work, that we may never be weary of 
well doing, nor faint in our minds: though in 
chis World we mezt with many Troubles, yet 


we know him that is able to deliver out of 


them all; and if he feed with the Bread of 
Affliction, and the Water of Adverlſity, yet 
bleed be his living Name, he teacheth our 
Souls co profit thereby ; and we have cauſe to 
ſay in this Trying Day, as the three Children 
did in Ages paſt, We know that our God-1s 
able to deliver us, if he pleaſe ; bur if he will 

: not, 


— 


Ppho, A RA Go AMPLI O)H9NmHRE AY 


ow mg 000 ©e== 


4 
"<SS50 '\3 


|| 


(87) 
not, we will ſtill craft in him: for he has 
been with us in Six Troubles, and we have 
good cauſe to depend upon him, and to have 
confidence in him in the Seventh; for it is bur 
a lictls while and Perſecution and Afiition 
ſhall come toan end: but che Word of Patience, 
that (preſerves in times of great temptation) 
abides for ever, and ſhall never have an end. 
Glory and Honour and Living Praiſes be re- 
turned and aſcribed unto the God of all our 
Mercies and Bleflings , both Spiritual and 
Temporal, which we daily partake of from 
his fatherly hand : for he is an never-fai'ing 


| God, and of his loving-kindneſs there is no 


end : And unto the Protection of his Almigh- 
ty Power, which reaches over Sea and Land, 
do I commit you, with my own Soul, hence- 
forth and for evermore. 


Your Sifter jn the unchangeable 


preciows Truth, 
From London, | | 
the 3 of the JOAN VOKINS. 
1 Month, 
1682, 
G 4 To 
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To Friends of Crambrook i Kent. 


Dear Friends, 


M Y Love ſalutes you and the 'reft of the 
Faithful in Chriſt Jeſus, who holds faft 
their Integrity and retains their firſt Love : 
for ſuch are near and dear unto ms, and ofcen 
in iny remembrance, whatever Exerciſes they 
undergo: and my -Soul do ofterr breath unto 
the God of my life; that we may-be kept in a 
wa'-ing frame, that if Tryals and Afflictions 
do abound , that' his ſanQifying Power may 
ſuperabound, that as faithful Soldiers, we may 
endure hardſhips to the end ; that in the end 
we may receive the greater weight of Glory, 
th2t may out ballance all the momentary Aft 
ions that we meet with in this ſhort Pilgri- 
mage. O Glory to his Name, who is the 
Phyſician of Value, that can cure both Body 
and Soul ; he is worthy to be truſted in, who 
never fails them whoſe confidence is in him, 
and all things are paſlible for his Power to do; 
therefore lec our depenGance be on it for ever, 
that we may feel it in all our undertakings, 
thar we may have the benefit of it in the uſe 
of the Creatures, that his Bleſſing may be 
upon them, then it will go well witch us, 
whatever may come. Thus the Lord Je- 
ſus brings to paſs; for the honour of his 
own worthy Name, and the comfort of my 

| weak 
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weak" Bodies, and everlaſting benefie of our 
immortal Souls, is the deſire of 


Your true Friend in the unchangeable Truth, 


4th of tht 9 Month, J. V. 
1682. 


—_— = , —— 
— 


For the Friends of Abingdon, Meeting in 
Berkſhire. M 


Ay dear and well beleved Friends, 


- you will be delivered, then keep to Truth 
and that will ſet you free from Sin, and 
from Iniquity , and if you would wear the 
Everlaſting Crown : think not for to ſir down 
at eaſe, but follow the Lamb through the 
many Tribulations, that you may partake of 
his ſweet Confolations : For the more Tryals 
and fore Exerciſes do abound, the more the 
Love and Lite of Jeſus will {uper-abound unto. 
all them that do believe in him and ſuffer wich 
him, they ſhall aſſuredly reign wich him, and 
be crowned with life, tha ace faichtul unto 
death : *and what is left upon Record we ſee 
fulfilling, that all char will live godly in Chriſt 
Jeſus muſt ſuffer, and the worit Enemies are 
them of their own houſe: let them read that 
have experience , for they may underſtand 
me, and ſuch I truly ſimpathize with, is the 

pati- 
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patience and ſuffering of the Lamb : knowing 
chat he and his Followers are deeply engaged 
inthe ſpiritual warfare : and truly it is a pre- 
cious and a bleſſed cauſe to be concerned in : 


and them that love any thing more than him, | 


are not worthy to be concerned in his War, 
neither can ſuch partake of his Government 
and Peace, which ſhall never have end. 
Therefore them that go this ſpiritual war- 
fare, muſt not be entangled, but mult follow 
their Captain through the many tribulations, 
bearing their faithful Teſtimonies, that their 
Garments may be made white, being waſhed 
in the Blood of the Lamb , that the precious 
adorning of his meek and quiet ſpirjt, we may 
be covered with : that we may feel Juſtifica- 
tion by him in our own: hearts : then we need 


not fear what Man can do unto us : though | 


all Men ſhould riſe up againſt us, yet if our 
God be for us, he can cake our part, and plead 
our cauſe, and ſoon ſubdue our Enemies, if 
he pleaſes : but if he will not fo do ;, yer we 
have cauſe to do as the Three Children did, 
co truſt in him however : for he knows what 


is moſt convenient for us, and he will cauſe all | 


things to work together for our good ; and if 
he gives the Bread of Adverſity, and the Wa- 
ter of Affliction, yet glory be to his worthy 
Name, he teaches us to profit thereby , .and 
what he orders for us is, ſtill for the beſt : and 
let us wait to feel his ſancifying power to 
{trengthen us to follow him, which way ove 
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he leads, that we may love him above all pe- 
riſhing things, and manifeſt our Love by keep- 
ing his Commands: and one of his Commands 
which he gave unto all his, is (to watch) to 


| be aware of their Souls Enemy ,and to enjoy the 


ſweet benefit of their Souls Friend, which far 
exceeds the Friendſhip of all the World, and 
for the ſame we can turn our backs on the glo- 
ry of the World, and do chuſe rather to ſuf- 
fer with the Lamb and his Followers, then to 


enjoy the pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon: for that 


would captivate our Souls : though we might 
have more favour from the wicked, and more 
eaſe to our bodies : but if hardſhip be our-por- 
tion, and that we maſt have a ſufficient ſhare 
therein : yet our reward is ſure, if we endure 
to the end. Glory and honour and praiſes 


.. unto the God of all our Mercies, and that for 


evermore; his bleſſed everlaſting reward will 
out-ballance all : therefore great eacourage- 
ment hare we to wait upon the Lord Jeſus, for 
the renewing of our inward Man, that we 
may continue in well-doing, thoſe few days we 
have to come in this momentary Pilgrimage, 
that in the end God may be glorified, and our 
Souls. (after all Trials and (ore Exerciſes are 
ended) may, be everlaſtingly comforted. 


Dear Friends, 

By this you may ſee thatI donot forget you, 

though ſo weakly in body, that I cannot viſit 

you ; yet am with you in ſpirit, and as long as 
| we 
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we abide in the precious Truth, the Spirit of 
Truth writes us, as Epiftles in one another's 
hearts, that canriot be forgotten: and in the 
fame I deatly falace you, and bid you farewel 
in the Lord Jefus,. though in this World ye 
have many |eſfetments : yet unto his tender 
compaſſionate care 1 commir our Cauſe, and 
unto the ProteQion of his Almighty Power do 
I commend you, with my own Soul, hence- 
forth and for evermore. 


Your Siſter in the heavenly 


Relation, 
Chawlow, rſt of the 
6th Month. 1683. (1: 
wa J. V. 
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Concerning her Journey into Ireland, 


Dear Friends, | 
FD Y this the bleſſed Truth, and them that 
T3) love it may be cleared, that have unicy 
with me in my Service: for I have a witneſs 


in every heart, that I may appeal unto ; bur | 


them that rake no heed to (the Spirit of Gpd) 
the true witneſs in their own hearts, can have 
no experience of the work of it in others, and 
therefore no marvel if they wonder and periſh, 
as faid the Apoſtle :* though they ſay daily 
and weekly, and year after year: it 1s their 
duty to love and fear and obey God _— 

: their 
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their hearts, with all their ſouls, and with all 
their ſtrength ; yet fo far are they from doing 
of it, that they are ready to caſt Aſperſions on 
choſe thar do: and though it's written in the 
Liturgy of the Church of England,that ic is their 
Duties ; yet they will not wait upon Jeſus to 
receive power to perform their Duties ; and 
therefore they abide in unbelief and difobedi- 
ence, not conſidering their time is ſhort, -and 
the work of San&ification is great. Oh how 
dangerous a thing will it be, co have ſuch a 
weighty work to do, when there is no time to 
do it ! Well ſaidthe Apoſtle, Work out your own 
ſakuvation with fear and trembling : was that the 
way then ; and is it become ridiculous now, 
that ſo many are ſo much averſe to ic ? Oh 
where are the Mockers and Scoffers, and Per- 
ſecucors of our Age? Who are hearing. and 
reading the Scriptures without Underſtanding: 
Oh that they would take heed to chac which 
reproves for evil ; that their Underſtandings 
might be opened by it : for that is the Spiric 
that the holy Men were inſpired wich, thac 
gave forth the Scriptures : and until the heares 
of People be turned to it, their underſtandings 


are ſo darkened, that they cannot ſee the ſtate 


of their own Souls ; much leſs underſtand the 
holy Scripture : and therefore we need not 
care what ſuch can ſay or do againſt us, (who 
truly. fear the Lord) for our reward is from 
him : and we have good cauſe to ſerve him, 
and ſzek to exalt his bleſſed Truth, by prefer- 

| ring 
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ring it above all things : chough Relations may 
be near anddear; yet copart with them, and 
natural Life and Ng is but my reaſonable Ser- 
vice, if my God require it ; for I have found 
him a bountiful Matter, and no reſpe&er of 
Perſons : but them that truly fear him, and 
work righteouſneſs, do find acceptance with 
him : and that is more to a Remnant, then to 
find acceptance with all the Potentates of the 
World ; for their favour will not procure peace 
with God : neither can thoſe live in God's 
holy hearr-cleanſing fear : that offends him to 
pleaſe Man ; and in vain will ic be for any to 
hope to die in favour with God, and not live 
ſo in his fear, as not to offend him : and not- 
withſtanding all the talk of loving the Lord Je- 
ſus, and fearing him, yet there's none doth ir, 
but them that leave off doing evil , and learn 
to do well ; and ſuch keeps his holy Com- 
mands, which are not grievous, but joyous to 
them , when che Lord doth enlarge their 


hearts, then can they run the way of his. 


Commands with great delight : but while 
Man or Woman ſtandeth at a diſtance from 
that good Spirit that God hath, (in his tender 
love) given them to profit withal : they can- 
not be fenfible of the Lord's enlarging their 
hearts, nor of his working in them, both co 
will and to do of his own good pleaſure : there- 
fore let all have regard to the work of God's 
Holy Spirit in their own hearts, that they may 
come to be ſenſible of the goodneſs of _ 

; Lord, 
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Lord, and the mighty works that he does for 
their Souls 3 and from a living experience in- 
rite others to come and taft and ſee for them- 
ſelves, how good our God is ; for of a truth 
he is good unto his [ae/, that are of an upright 
heart in his ſight ; and chey can ſay of a truth, 
That one day in his Courts is better than achou- 
fand years in the Kings Palaces, and inthe pre- 
ſence of the Lord is the fulneſs cf our Soul's 
joy : and at his right hand is durable riches 
and pleaſures for evermore : and indeed ir is 
weighty to conſider, how many are preferring 
the honour of Man, before the honour of God, 
and earthly riches before the heavenly trea- 
ſure: And how eagerly do Mankind prefs 
after outward gain, and ſlightly efteems the 
gain of godlineſs, though wich content it isthe 
greateſt gain of all. 

But my dear Friends, you that can do no- 
thing againſt the Truth but for the Trath, I. 
leave theſe lines with you, that the weak may 
not be turned out of the way, nor the feeble 
cauſed to ſtumble by any falſe Aſperſion , that 
the Devil chrough his Inſtruments may be per- 
mitted to caft upon me for the Truths ſake: 
For I have given no juſt cauſe to any to ſpeak 
evil of me; but if any ſhould take occaſion to 
ſpeak evil of the Precious Truth , becauſe of 
my ſerving it, let them know , that for this 
cauſe it was made known unto me, that I 
might cruly ſerve ic and not my ſelf; and if 
they that are Carnally minded would do lo, 

| they 
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they would then indeed know, that to be Car. 
nally minded is Death ,but to be Spiricual mind 


p 


ed is Life, and Peace, and true Contentments. 


And this I write as one that has had a woful 
Experience of the enmity that lodges in the 
carnal rnind , and a good experience and prj- 
viledge that redownds to the Souls of the Spi. 
ritual Minded, and do earneſtly defire that 
thoſe that are carnal and ſold under Sin , (ﬆ 
the Apoſtle ſaid) may turn unto that which is 
to fay the enmity ; for it is nigh unto every 
one: its the Word of the Lord which 1s the 
Sword of his Spiric, and asa Hammer to break 
down the partition-wall of. Sin , which ſepa: 
rates the Soul from the preſence of the Lord; 
and it muſt be known ſo to be, before Men 
can be fit to receive the things of God: and 
thus may People come to ſee between chi 
that differ and not call good evil, and evil $609 
and pur darkneſs for lighe , and light for dark- 
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neſs, as too many-do, by which the Lord hath | 
been and is greatly provoked, and his preci- | 
ous Truth vilified, and his Children daily re. | 
proached as evil doers, and that by all fors 
and Seats: it is now as ir was in the days paſt, þf: 
among the rwelve Diſciples there was one Fs 
dz, but he did not defile the reſt; bur he jj 
went to the High-Prieſts and Rulers, and ſv 
ſided with them, that ioved not the appearance | 
of Jeſus: and fo do theſe now that loves not | 


his ſpiritual appearance, and can no more un- 
derſtand the work of his Power in his Chib 


dr en, | 


by 
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Cat firen, than. they could that ſaid, - they were 
ind | Abrebarw's Seed, when Chriſt cold chem plainly, 
ent. [that they were of their Father the Devil, and 
of) [bis works. they were a doing, though they 
the | were very high in the World's eſteem ( at that 
pri-time) and he very low in theirs: and he cold 
Spi. |<hem che truth, and they hated him; and 
that | we have read what became 'of them, and of 
(as | J*dar, when he could not find Repentance, 
h iz I though he ſought for it. O therefore let the 
rery | Berms of thoſe, make all the difobedient and 
the | gainſayers beware in time, and ſeek ta honour 
eat God dy eheir ſubjetion to the Spirtt of Chrift 
eps fcfus, who is come to fave his People from 
rd; [tteir ſins, by his ſpiritual appearance in their 
len | varts, that their Souk may have the Heaven- 
and Iy Sentence popnognced at laſt by the Righte- 
ing: {98s Judge, Well done good and faithful Ser- 
o rants, enter into the Joy Which. is prepared 
ark. ior all them that believes in Chriſt, and fut- 
ach Iiers with him, . while om the Stage of this 
eci- | World, for theirs is the bleſſed Reward in the 
re. {World that is to come 3*#nd: they that fuffer 
ores {with him here, ſhall reign; with him for ever. 
af}, FAnd in a living ſenſe of his Almighty Power 
Fo- Jac hath been already manifeſted is my hearc 
he [@couraged to goon in his Service, not look- 
Jing at weakneſs, of any outward; ching that 
nce [hight by Natural Reaſon hinder: for who fo 
pbor, who ſo ſimple, who ſo weak, who ſo 


not | 

an- I#tiworthy as 1? Surely che Lord God of Love 
hil |! manifeſting his Almighty Power in con- 
en 


, [{inptible Vellkb , = it may be the more 
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magnitied ; and let all that takes up the daily 
Croſs, and follows Jeſus, magnifie his Power; 
for unto ſuch it is daily manifeſted, to ſupply 
all their needs, and thereunto do I commit 
all for ever and evermore. Ames. 


Written by one that breathes fer the profperity It 
of Sion, and deſires the welfare of all Peoph, 


27. of the fifth Month, 1686. JV. ty 

| for 

| : ; | Wwe 

To Friends in Antegua and Nevice-lIſlands gre 
iu the Weſt-Indies. thi 

m 

Far Friends in the Heavenly Relation, bY 
which is nearer than that of Blood, inf ** 


which the God of all our Mercies keep us near}. 
unto himſelf, and one unto another, that a 
he renews his Mercies, we may renew our 
Obedience unto him , and our love one to 
another, that while we remain here we may p 
breath one for another,th#t we may be refreſt-f 7 
ed together, though outwardly far afunder; 
that as Children of one Father we may feed} : 
together at one Table, and:be nouriſhed with} ? 
the Feaſt of fat things, that our Heavenly Fa *. 
ther hath provided tor his ſincere ones, unto} 
whom his love hath been ſo largely extended, 
as to preſerve in dangers deep, | and- made'h 
wonders known, eyen unto a poor deſpiſed 
remnant, that he hath daily. provided” for 
Glory to his worthy Name, 'and —— 
| nar 
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that Almighty Power, that hath been ſo large- 


ly ly manifeſted in all our troubles, and helped 


vol us when we could not help our ſelves, and haq 
ami | 22Ne to help. Oh, how hath it wrought de- 


liverances many, unexpectedly ! Surely we have 
caule to truſt in it, and to depend upon it; for 
[ have caule to ſay to'the honour of it, there 
is, nothing too hard for it todo; I have pro- 
J. Vf ved it, and {aw its mighty works to admira- 

tion , and it is daily marvellous in my eye; 
— | for it is ſtrength in the midſt of ' my great 
. | weakneſs, and.a preſent help in times of my 
and] great need, and in the bleſſed enjoyment 
thereof I am ſweetly encouraged to go on in 
my place of Service, though in much weak- 
jon, nels of Body and outward Affliction: yet by 
| in this you may know that. ſince Friends Suffer- 
near ings in England ceaſed, there was way made 
it x} jor my coming to Ireland; I had gone ſooner, 
our} duc Sufferings were ſo great, that'I could not 
kave Friends, while it was fo, and as ſoon as 
ever Friends came; out, of Prifons I came for 
beland, before I, could get ftrength over my 
der: 100g weakneſs ; but leaſt T ſhould not live to. 
feed}, come, I cams forth in great weakneſs, becauſe 
wich © remained with me to come, and I have had 
Fa} 2 good experience of the tender dealing of the 

righteous God, who never required me to do 
led, 22y thing, bur he gave me of his never-failing 
» hid Power co perform it, and in the ſtrength 
ied thereof I Travel on in my Heavenly Progreſs, 
for 4 wherein the Lord God of all our Comforts 
4 þ4 and Conſolations preſerve us all unto ghe end, 
chat. © i H 2 whats 


- 
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whatever we have yet to meet with, that no- 
thing may be able to ſeparate us from the en- 
joyment of our Heavenly Father love, nor 
the ſeafonednefls 'of his heart-cleanfing fear , 
nor the refreſhings of his daily fupplies of Soul 
nouriſhing Life, and ſupporting Power, but 
chrough the feeling of the ſame, we may re- 
new our watchfulneſs, and faithfulneſs, and 
continuation in well-doing,. for he. is a never- 
failing God, and from him all. good proceeds, 
and-therefore worthy to be* waited” upon all 


the days of our appointed time ; for praiſes ro 


the Name of Jeſus, we have good caule to 
wait, and not ro be weary: for certain it is 
that he accepts of fincere waiting, and he re- 
news the inward ftrength'of them that cruly 
waits, and diligently obſeives the di&ates of 
the right Spirit, and joyns not wich any thing 
that is wrong, theſe receive ability to do thac 
which is right in the fight of God, and in and. 
ttirough Chrift Jeſhs, fuch comes to partake of 
the daily renewinps' of Life 3 whereby che 
heads of a Retmnande have been Born up in great 
Fryals, and fore and various Exerciſes. Glory 
and Honour be unto oor God, through his Son 
Chriſt Jeſus our Saviour, for he hath ſaved us 
when much evil hath been intended againſt us, 
and hath filked our Cups, and cauſed chem to 
overflow z praiſed, arid honoured, and renown- 
ed be his Holy Name, for it is worthy, and 
that for evermore. Amen. = 
FF. 

Writren In Fretand, \ EO 
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To the Women's Meeting in the Yale of 
White Horſe zz Berks. 


TNEar and well-beloved Siſters, whom I can- 
'L# not forget, but in that love chac reach- 
eth aver Sea .and Land , do my Soul dearly 
ſalute you, hoping that therpure mind will be 
Jtirred up in every one of yau, co conlidgc 
the matchleſs Mercies of our tender Gad , 
which I do here puc you in remembrance of. 
Oh how bach he manifeſted his Almighty 
Power when we have, been together in our 
Women's Meetings, and how have we bean 
relieved and born up over all Oppalicions,both 
inwardly and outwardly, and in che Goſpel- 


light have ſeen.che grear goodnels of che Lord, 


and wich the Golpzl-power been ſtrengthened 
when we were very weak, and ſupported when 


we were very.needy ? Hath not our Heavenly 
Father's love been ſufficient to engage oar 


hearts to faichfulneſs ? Oh chat ic may bs as an 
Obligation to-every one of us, to keep to the 
Goſpel-lighe, and to live the Golpel-lite, and 
to love the Goſpel-order, for our. God is a Gad 
of Order, and he affords precious Opportuni- 
ties to wait upon him,. and if we abide ina 
good ſenſe of his love, we ſhall not forget our 
times and hours to wait for the: ſeafons of the 
Lord; for they are ſo (weet to che thirſty Soul, 
that it cannot be ſatisfied without them, and 
therefore many times thinks it long ere the 
Mexcing-day. come,that it might be repleniſhed 

: H 3 with 
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with the vertue of Chriſt Jeſus the Head, and 
ſtrengthened with the reſt of the Members: for 
as we truly gather in his Name (praiſes there- 
unto) he hath made us partakers of his Divine 


Nature: Oh how hath he bedewed our Souls, 


and cauſed our Cupsto overflow, when the ati- 
ſings of his Ecernal Power hath been felt among 
us to rebuke the Enemy, and keep him back, 
that would have hindred us from ſerving the 
precious Truth, and prevented us of the Privi 
ledge of our Women's-Meeting : Oh that we 
may now take heed that we give him no ad- 
vantage, by ſlighting the Mercies of our tender 
God, or negle&ing of our Duties, but that in 
the remembrance of his tender Mercies and 
Fatherly Love we may double our diligence in 
our places of Service, that our God may be ho- 
noured, feared, and obeyed by us all, that we 
may receive the bleffed and ſure Reward in 
the end, when timehere as to us ſhall be no 
more, and be in ſafety from all harms for ever 
and for evermore. So be it, faith the Soul of 
your dear Sifter in .that which is ſtrength to 
the weak, and help to the helpleſs, that Sea nor 
Land cannot ſeparate, 


Foan Vokins, 
From the County of Wexford 
in Ireland, the 26 of the 
ſeyenth Month, 1686, 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


_ dear hearts by this you may know that 
) my tender God is ſtill exceeding good un- 
to me, and manifeſts his great Power, and ir is 


[admirable in my eyes, that I am yet alive, to 


tell of his wondrous works: but bleiled b2 his 
worthy Name, he preſerves me by his Almighty 
Power, and in his tender love provides for me. 
Since I gave up all, he is more to me than all, 
Glory to his Name, and magnified be his pre- 
ſerving and delivering Power 3 my Soul hath 
every day cauſe to ſay, for he hath done great 
and wonderful things for my Soul and weak 
Body,elſe I had not been alive at this day ; bur 
{till am I an objec of his tender picy, and'do. 
hope ſo I ſhall be the remainder of my little 
time a Monument to his Praiſe. Many ſenſible 
Friends here are tendered in the ſenſe of God's 
love when they ſee me travel in ſo much weak: 
neſs; and I hope that you and I ſhall praiſe his 
Name together,and magnitie his Eternal Power 
(though in Perſon far aſunder) for it is worthy 
to. be magnified, as it hath been manifeſted; 
for if that had failed, we had failed ; but becauſe 
that lives, our Souls live to ſpeak well of che 
Name of our God, who is above all Gods, and 
there is none like unto him: it is honour co us 
ſufficient to ſerve him, for his Reward is ſure, 
and bleſſed be his worthy Name, he makes me 
a partaker daily of the gain of Godlineſs with 
contentment, which is a continual Feaſt. 

. Tour Siſter in my meaſure, J. V. 
IN H 4 To 


( 104 ) 


To her Children. | 
A Frer my dear Love to my Husband, This || 5 


is to ſignifie my tender Love to the pre- 
cious Truth, by my Motherly Care for my 
Children, that whether I live or die, you may 
be careful and take heed that you do nor ſtain 
the Teſtimony of Truth, that you have re- 
cejved by wearing of Needleſs. Things, and 
following the World's Faſhions, in your 
Cloathing and Attire, but remember how I 
have bred you up: and conſider what manner 
of perſons you ought to be , now you are 
come to years of underſtanding, that you may 
nar grieve the Spirit of the' Lord, nor Me, nor 
any of his dear Children: bur that you may 
walk as becomes the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
Chrift, 'that you; may bs good Examples to, 
others, and Paſterns of Plainneſs and Up- 
rightneſs in your Converſations among all Peo- 
ple ; then wilt the Bleiling of the Lord attend 
you , and it will bs well with you in this 
World, and in that which is to come: then 
ſhatt God be hanoured, and my Soul with 
yours, and with the Souls of all his tender 
ones that defires the fame be comforted , and 
Fruth promoted over all; and then you will 
have cauſe to fay with me, That ics Excellen- 
cy far tranſcends all thatrhe World can afford, 
and* will endure when that ſhall paſs away. 
And therefore forget not the Spiric of it in 
your Hearts, bur take good heed unto it at 
7 = your || 
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your Down-lying, and at your Upriſing, that 
you with me-may have the benefit of thac Pro- 
miſe of the Lord, who faid, be would be with 
hw children at their down-lying , and commune 
with them at their ap-riſmg ; and in this the day 
of his great love, he is nigh unto his Children, 
and delights in them that abides in a watching 
and a-waiting frame, -and takes councel of his 
Divine Spirit: But woe anto them, that takes 
pouneel, but not of me, ſaith the righteous God, and 
cover with a covering, but not of my fpirit. And, 
dear Hearts, the day is come thar all falſe Co- 
verings will be found-too ſhort and too nar- 
row, to hide from' the Wrath of the Almigh- 
ty, and them that are truly the Children of 
the Lord ſhall be- covered under the Wing of 
his Ecernal Power, from the Jaw of the ſtrong 
Deftroyer, though he may caſt in:Floods of 
Temptations, and may-try by Subtiley to be- 
tray Innocency : yet, dear Hearts, Jook not at 
that, kft your Faith ſhould fail, buc.look unto 
the Almighty Power of God, and wait to-re- 
ceive it, and believe in it, and keep co the 
meaſure already received, that will make way 


for you to eſcape the Temptations, when you 


cannot help your felves, and have no'other ta 
depend upon. - Oh then how have he appea- 
red for me, and manifeſted his preferving and 
delivering Power: Oh let your Souls with 
mine, magnifie it, for is it worthy, and that for 
evermore. | | 
'- Truth is the ſame here as in England, and 


be 
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be followed, for both Men and Women here 
do go plain in their Apparel, according . to 
Truth, in a comely mannerz the Women do 
not attire their Heads, ſetting their Clothes 
aloft, imitating the World's Faſhions, wearing 
any needleſs things, nor in a needleſs manner ; 
And ſome publick Friends from hence, are go- 
ing for: Ezgland in the ſervice of Truth, and 
more to go, and they will be grieved to ſee 
Friends: Children ſtain the 'Truth, by attiring 
themſelves not in modeſt Apparel , and ic 
would allo be a great grief co me, if my Chil. 
dren ſhould be ſome-of them. And therefore 
look to it, I charge you,' in God's holy fear, 
that you may be warned and eſcape the dan- 
gers that do attend Youth, and be preſerved 
out of all the Snares of the Evil One, for they 
are many: And by this you; may ſee, that I do 
remember you ; and the breathing of my Soul 
is daily for you,and for all-my Relations ; and 
to them at Farringdon and Charney and Gooſey, 
and all the reſt of- Friends there-abouts, mind 
my Love to them all as opportunity is, and let 
chem know, that the Lord God of my Lite 
and the length of my Days, is ſtill exceeding 


good unto; me, and enables me by his Power ' 


to do his Service,and bleſſed be his holy Name, 
his precious Reward is with me, -and that cau- 
ſes my Soul to-rejoyce, and makes my Heart 
more.glad, than the greateſt increaſe of all out- 
ward things: Oh that it may be ſo with you, 
that your deligtit- may be to ſerve him , ac- 
cording to your meaſures, that you may clear. 
na] <. y 
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ly ſee (by the bright ſhining of the Light) the 
vanity and folly of needleſs chings in Apparel, 
and to lean after the World's vain unſerled 
Faſhions, is ſo far from being comely or an 
NS F Ornament to any profefling Truth, thar it is 
great cauſe of ſhame for any ſuch to wear it : 
and I am certain, that if you keep co the Gift 
c of Chriſt's Spiric, that is given you to ceach 

& | you to profit, and to lead you into all cruth 
Ns ff andplainneſs) I ſay, that Iam ſure that if you 
hearken to the Spirit of Chriſt in your own 
Hearts, that then theſe needleſs things afore- 
TC | named, and fooliſh Faſhions of the World will 
become a burden to you, as they are to me, 
and then you would be ſoon weary of them, 
and of all that is needlzis ; round Accire upon 
'Y | the Head, ſetup aloft, nor long Ears to Lin- 
nen Dreflings : I defire, that the Lord may 
ww” lay it home to your conſideration. And you 
: may alſo hereby know, that I have had not 
7; | one well Day nor Night fince I came here ; 
but I am not worſe than I was at home. I 
£, || bave travelled Three hundred Miles and up- 
"© | wards in this Nation of Ireland, and am now 
'S || going for the North: I have been often very 
> || like tor death, but have not lain by it yet, bleſ: 

* | {cd be the Lord. 

' I am uncertain when I ſhall be clear to re- 
return, but Ln to go no further than I 
have a neccfity, becauſe of the weakneſs of 
my Body , 4nd che Winter drawing on, it's 
hard for me to travel ; but the Lord is exceed- 
ing good untoune, beyond what I am able to 
| Y x EX» 
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expreſs. My dear love to all Relations and | for 
Friends. I reſt = 
From Dublin , Your dear Mother, J.V. we 
cod Re _ are 
| Tr 

An Epiſtle to Friends. i n 

Dear Friends, fro 


N the Covenant of Life , unto whom the || fro 
11 Lord in his unſpeakable love hath done fo | ſha 
bountifully by, as to reveal his Son in us, vi- | iv 
ſiting our Souls when in a loſt condition and || NO 
could find no comfort : Oh ler his Mercies ne- || bex 
ver be forgotten, and the conſideration of his | br 
tender dealing abide with us: and let che re- (| 9a 
newings of his tender Mercies, both Spicicual I} the 
and Temporal, give us freſh occaſions to re- I| ſes 
new our. obedjence ; for if we abide in the I Co 
conſideration:of his love, we cannot but be jt 
tenderedin the ſenſe of the ſame, and broughe 
thereby into true ſubjectian to the ſanifying || Pa 
Power, by which we have been and are pre. th 
ſerved, notwithftanding . all the dangers that || Ur 
Hach or do attend: Oh the Excellency of the || 7+ 
Power! it is ſo precious unto a Remnant, || di 
that we have continual cauſe co glorifie our || Cl 
heavenly Father, with all, and over all, for da 
he is worthy ; and if ic be with Life and all, || th 
it's but our reaſonable ſervice; and thoſe that || L: 
will Gve that alive that is to die, do thereby 
dept.v. ' <mkelyes of Life eternal : and theig- 


Ana 
P 


a 
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fore we have all need to dwell low in the felb 
denying Spirit, and the daily Croſs, that we 
may ftill enjoy the convincing Power, that 
we may travel on in our heavenly Progref' 
with Valour and Courage, thoſe few days that: 
are" to come, in which we may expect manyy 
Troubles: But living Praifes to the God of 
our Lives and Length of our Days, in him we 
find that Peace, that Man cannot giye nor take 
from us, and in Chriſt Feſus ; our Life is hid 
ie | from all that are in darkneſs, and under the 
{ | ſhadow of death : and becauſe the Son of God 
7i- | lives, our Souls lives to praiſe his worthy re- 
id | ttowned Name, his Eternal Power that has 
e- ft been manifeſted to tender our Hearts, and to 
is || bring us into ſubjeRion to ſo good a Mafter, 
e- | daily nouriſhes and enriches our Souls with 
21 {the reward of Life in our Boſoms, which can» 
e Rs us to ſay with the Prophet, Ore day in bs 
ie || Courts « better than a thouſand elſewhere. And 
X _— it is better to be a Door-keeper in the 
1 
$ 
T, 
E 


ouſe of God, than to dwell in the chiefeſt 
Palaces of the wicked : Oh how goodly are 

the Tents of Facob, where we find ſafety in 
times of need ; as we abide in Covenant with 
Facol's God, we have caule to rejoyce as Irael 

r, || did, when the Rock that followed chem was 
ir | Chriſt Jeſus, the Rock of Ages, the fure Foun- 
xr | dation of che Faichful, che Hiding-place, as 
the ſhadow of a mighty Rock in a weary 
Land, to ſhelter the weary Travellers by the 
way ; the fireams of Shzlo, that runs ſo fweet- 
ly to comfort the comfortkefs, and to fſtreng- 
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Hhen- the weak, and relieve the thirſty Souls ; 
\ Oh, how ſweet are Shilo's Brooks, where no 
Gally wich Oars can paſs, where the Water 
of Life flows ſoftly, bur ſweetly, without any 
thing that fleſh and blood can do, for that 
avails nothing in our heavenly Journey : and 
therefore to be had in no reputation, but to be 
daily denied, and the Croſs taken up, and 
following of Jeſus faichfully and fully cowards 
the Crown, which is the blefled Recompence 
for us to look unto, that we may run the Race 
that is ſet before us in patience, that in the end 
we may, obtain the Mark of; the Prize of the 
High-Calling chat is-in Chriſt Jeſus; which is 
a Myltery to thoſe that do not obzy him, but 
a ſweet benefic to them that do obey his Call; 
for they are choſen ones, a. pecuitar People, 
zealous of good Works, glorifying our heaven, 


ly Father. And here we come. to. know that 
Ce 


Scripture fulfilled, where it is ſaid, You ſhall ca 

upon me im times of trouble and I will deliver, and 
you ſhall glorifie me. Oh that all-:the; convinced 
ones , for whom I am ſo ofcen- concerned, 
would but confider, that all that are amongſt 


us, might be of us, in gloritying God, by an- 


{wering the Divine Requirings of his Love 
for we all know ſufficient, bur all do not obey; 
bue yet the unfaichfulneſs of ſome do not make 
void the Reward of che Faithful, God forbid ; 
but the Reward encourages them to invite all 
to. taſte and ſee for themſelves how good the 


; Lord is: for he is communicating of treſh ſup-. 


© plies of his tender Love, and Soul-refreſhing 
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ls; Þ| Life, —— unto them that fear him; 
no F'and:dare not offend him: and ſo-loves him, 


ter F as to keep his Commands ; them he will make 
NY F partakers of his precious Promiſes, for he pro- 
bs miled never -to leave nor forſake his, and to 
nN 


be wich them at their down-lying: and up-ri- 


be | fing, and at all:times both day -and nighe; 
nd F and as we keep covenant with him, he will be 
ds | with us, and we ſhall be wich him thac lives 
CC | for ever to give Life to us, who waits upon 
ce F him, and that we may have it more abun- 
nd F dantly, that we may live to his praiſe, though 
be m—— a crooked Generation, who do daily 
Wy ' provoke the righteous Ged; ſurely the crying 


ſins of the ungodly have long cryed for ven- 
geance in the ears of the mighty God of Hea- 
ven” and Earth, and his juſt Judgments will 
ſuddenly find” them out: and then if Daniel, 
Noah and Lot were there, they ſhall deliver 
none but their own Souls : And therefore we 
have cauſe to: be concerned as Lot was in :So- 
dom, that we may :be Preachers of  Righte- 


d, | ouſneſs in our Lives and Converſations, that 
gt | 2s the wicked do diſhonour and grieve the 
uy Lord, we may be the more careful to honour 
© | and glorifie him, by bringing forth much 
? , Fruit, for his delight is in ſuch, and if we a- 


bide in Chriſt Jeſus, the true Vine, thea ſhall 
we be fruicful in every good Work ; for he is 
the: Root from whence we receive Vertue, 
elſe we ſhould wither and ſoon decay : bur 
bleiſed be the Root from whence we receive 
don Daily Relief ; Oh that it may lye al- 


ways 


— 
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ways upon our Branches, that we may bring 
forth Fruit in due ſeaſon, and bloſſom as:the 
Roſe of Sharon, and grow as the Lilly of the 
Vally, yielding a good favour in our words 
and actions, that whether together or aſunder, 
we may be one anothers joy and crown of re- 
joycing in the Lord Jeſus, in' whom our freſh 
Springs are, who is the Fountain of all our 
Mercies, whoſe Streams makes glad his whole 
City, who relieves and repleniſhes our. Souls, 
and gives us many fruitful Seafons, and makes 
our Souls partakers of the. early and latter 
Rain, and- of his eternal Spirit, wherein is the 
Bond of Peace, in which the Lord God of all 
our Mercies, keep us all neet:nnto himſclf, and 
one unto another, that through, the enjoyment 
of the fanie,” we may magnifie his: eternal 


Power, and Praiſe his maſt holy Name, for 
ic is worthy to be honoured and renowned 
over all, and that for ever; more, - 4men, aith 
the Soul- of your dear Sifter,/'in that which 
reaches over Sea and Land;;: : 
Written at Droghedah in Joan Vokins 
Ireland,the 29.9 Mo 86. ' 


Friends here are well; and in the enjoyment 
of Peace and Plenty, blefied. be the Lord, and 
Meetings large for the moſt part; and Friends 
unanimouſly concerned inthe Service of Truth, FE 
as in the beginning, and keep their Zeal-for Þ 
Truch, and delights to live in-10, Bk 
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Here follows a Paper that was printed in 1587, 
IRRE ' _Fhitiruled, 

A Tender Invitation unto all thaſe that want Peace 
+ with God, by reaſon of. the burden of Sin that 
| keeps them. jrom acceptance with the Lord Fe- 
*. las, and from an aſſurance of Selvation, though 
.. t be wery defirable ro them. 


FH ir's the weary and heavy-laden that he 
AF tenders reft utmo, and they that take 
heet? ro his cots whrPuticngh 1s light, and leaves 
oe oh it condemns, and follows its 1n- 

reRions, they obtailh the way of Life, and he 
decothes their Shepherd, and they heat his 
h vice, and-a Stranper chey will nothear ; buc 
they follow Him 3 and he feeds thern with that 
which che'Strangers to his Voice, and hireliog 
Shepherds catior attain unto, by all their arcs 
br parts exrefiiat; bye it comes to be enyoyed 
by Faith in Chriſt fefus, ' that gives Vidtory 0- 
yer Sin, and therefore it's time, for all People co 
bonfider ; andF2s the' Apoſtle faid, To try and 


Fxathine themftves, Whether they be in the 


Foe Fairh or no; for thereis no true Faith, bur 
& which ftands inthe Almighty Power, and 
that gives Victory over the Powers of Darknels ; 
nd withone this Faith it is impoſlible co pleale 
Bod;as it is left upon. Record inthe Scripturesaf 


FFrath : So all is to believe in che Son of Gad, 


Who is thelight of the World, and hath calight- 
tee every one that comes into the World, as 


| - human and 17 the univerſal o”_ | 
"ul 0 
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of God, he gave his Son for a Light to enlight- 
en the Gentiles, and to; be Salvation unto thg 
ends of the earth, and he died for all; and his | cc 
Love fo far extended unto all, both Male and |} of 
Female; that he would have none-to periſh; | at 
but that all by turning to his good Spirit, may Þ} gc 
be ſaved from all that the evil Spirir leads into, || al 
for whoſoever follows the leadings of the Spirit {| 6! 
of Jeſus, who is given for a Leader of his Peo- || 10 
ple, he leads chem in the Path of Righteouſneſs, || c: 
and as they come, to be Servants of Righteouf. Þþ al 
neſs, they come to be free-from, Sin 3 bur..ig Þ-jt, 
written in the Scriptures of Truth, that the Sex; 
vants of Sin are free from Righteouſneſs,:and I: 
they that commit Sin.are of the:Devil, for,be 
is the Original of Sin ; bur Jeſus Chriſt is:the Þ 

Original of the pure and holy,pndefiled Rel 
gion, that keeps from che Evil of-che, World, Þ 

which is Pride, Adultery, Lying, Cheating, Þ 15 

and Idolatry, and Superſticion; and other Spoys4s, 

chat thole' are ſtained with,;i:who are not ac; i at 

quaitited with him, thi ſaid, .I:'Wiſdonr leads Þ 

in the midſt of the Paths of Judgment, ro caulk Bi 
then! that love me to inheric Subſtance ; there Þlp 
is much talking of loving him, but few. incly ſc 
ned ro keep his Commands ;. and much, talk; Bar 
ing of his fear," bur little ſtanding in-awe,,lo a Btg 

-not't6 offend him-: but.ſo far are many from Þ 
taking heed unto. che meaſure of, þis Spirit, of Ws 

Light; as-hehath placed in their Hearts, chatÞ 
they, do not Know it legding them to the hearty BOL 

cleanſing fear'; For if they. did, ,how,, could ith 


Pd 


- 


cth2y : plead for Sin, fo long as ES TEA bo 
| by : q 4 » 4% ” - . / tlc | F 
; 1 A ; 
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. | theſe Bodies ; whereas i it hath been ſaid by the 
Spirit of the Lord, and lefe upon Scripture Re- 
cord, thar the fear of che Lord, is as a Fountain 
nd || of Life, co depart from the Snares of Death : 

iſh; & and the beginning'of the true Wiſdom, and a 
nay i gagd Underanding, have all they chat follow 
wo, Þ| alter ic, for-chey depart from iniquity 3 and it 
Irit cleanſe; the heart, - and keeps ic clean, . accord- 
eo- || ing to the Teſtimonies the, Scriptures bears Re- 
els, | cord of ; and therefore unto it I recommend 
ouf. } all:People, that all may have. the priviledge of 
-i5 If, that cheir Hearts may be cleanſed ; for it 
Sec Þ 35. well. known, there is no Repentance in the 
and B:Crave, bur: as Death leaves; righteous Judg- 
be Þ Bo will ind : and therefore let che long ſuf: 
the Þ Pg, an PF rience of the Lord'lead to Repen- 
cl, hr ors Repentance! that needs no repent- 
cid, A, achangi ngof Fiebears abſtaining and 


Ing, B15 21 o Take every ararice of evil: this 
ul þ pes ng the Lord hath Tong 'watted for, 
act Wait. to be and gractous un- 
ads | pa 94 GE q fortake their evil 
ul; jo "15, Wprds be. 5nd, chey hall 
1s Flurgly ind Mi cy, oh yu, and be acquaint- 
cir £d.* with, him, bid! tegl. acceptance with him, 
alk-Fand know the work. of his ſanRifying power, 
9 af to. -antifie throughout in Hody, Soul, and Spis 
ro tics that, the. Wprks of ſfandifcation may nor 
Ny 1 >.£D « dg when e Mic; enger of Death will not 
bat Þ dd denied ine M it will be too late to work 


ally | our our GLO with fear and trembling : and 
ld therefore-it- would he. good for all to conſider, 
wh, bow, good che Lord i i510. chax he hath conſi- 

Wii j ”] x a dered 
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dere rhe frailty of all fleſh, arid hath given un- 
fo every one 2 Meaſure of his pood Spirit, to 
help our Infirmities, afjd to reach us : But if 
we neplet this Gift of God, we ſhall be ur- 
exculable iri the Day of Accoutit, and he will 
be clear of us all ; and theretvrse tet all be Uili- 
gent to hear the Word of Reconciliation, that 
che work thereof may; be expetſenced , for it 
xegers again unto God, thoſe that were afar 
off, and, when the work of Regeneration is 
witneſſed, and the Birth of the Water of Life, 
and Spirit of ſefus; chen the yew Creatore that 
avails with God, 'cornes to be in tinity and 
pezcs with hit ,. and then rhe Spicic of Jeſus 
ears witnels to the Spirics of ſich, that they 
arethe Children of the Lord, but except a be- 
ing born again, ee cap We ce Rein ints 
rhe Kingdom ; for the firft Birch cafor enter 
Into the firſt Adam's Nature, = are oo, _ 
they that are begotten igain by the 'Wor 
Goo's power hs [41 Sort reſtifies, they 
rome to be ng ifito the Nature of the 
ſecond Adam , the Lerd froty Heaven, thy 
quickning Spirit , in Mm all fach are made +. | i 
tive, and as they live ih his fear, and do not | F: 
prieve his, Spirit, ther ſufficiency is in the 'en- | & 
grafted Word of his Grace. chit is able to fave,” || tt 
and in the ſame do, Witnefs preſervation, ' 45 | bs 
in the days. of old; it is the fare thit |. 
David hid in his heart, thar He might tot | Þ; 
tin agaaft the Lord, Utd it Wi a4 a Larithoth 


'D 2 = SÞ poi tm x yo =: IDS, = romeo ey need hn 


vnto his Feet , and a Tighe "Utie6 his paths'; N bs 
And o it is now, bleſſed be the Naftief the j N 
"SEEN BEY of 7 Lotd, . by 


bave been exergi 
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Lord, pntq them that are truly watchful in it; 
bur thoſe that are obeying the pawer of dark- 
neſs,breaks the Command of Chriſt Jeſys ; and 
it's left upon Seripture-Record, that he did nor 

y only unto one, but unto all, watch; and 
ſurely it'is as needfyl 25s ever for us ta keep a 
narrow watch, and that jn the Light ; for ouc 
Souls Enemy works always in the dark, and 
except we keep a continual watch over our 
heares, in that which doch diſcover his Snares, 
we cannot eſcape ; and fo let all that have apy 
ſenſe, chat it 3s their Duty co waje upon the 
Lard ; be careful ro keep the Command of 
watchfulneſs, chat the Enemy, nor any of his 


Iaftruments, do nat preyeac frqm waiting in 
Hilneſs upon the Lord, for he doth renew the 
Ntrengeh of chem char do truly 


| | vait Upon him, 
and the Lord by his Servant hath ſaid, That they 
Jhgl ruv ang not he weary, and watk and not faint ; 
and naw he is fulfilling the Spripeure, wherejn 


it is ſaid, The chi/qrep of »be Lord [ball he taught of 
the Lord ang they ſug! Mr d in righreguſueſ, 
nd great ſhall be :hejr apijee. Ri ode 


ic heacken ugto the trig Shephe: 
Flack,for whom the kingdom is prepared, who 


encourages them, and hids them fear nor, tho* 
the Woltih deſtroyer is_aigh ynee chemz Yet 
he is the Qyerſeer,and in all Tryals and Exet- 


* 


. caſes he is their Prelerracions and them that 


d deeply,and tryed chrough- 
ly, they canxell of hjs wonderful works, and 


have cauſe to ſpeak well of his moſt worthy 


Name, and co agvice others £9 come and taſte 
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and ſee for thernſelves, how good the Lord is, 
in that he gives all a time of render Viſitation. 
Oh: that all People would but conſider it before 
it be toolate,that while the good Spirit of Light 
is ſtriving, their hearts may be affected with ir, 
andJoyned to it, "for it willnot always ſtrive; 
and therefore -let ſuch as could not come 
into Obedience becauſe of Sufferings, now | 
confider how good the Lord is, in that he | g, 
(hath calmed the ſtorms of ' Perſecution, and || . 
opened a door for fuch as are convinced to 
come into Obedience; let chem now perform 
what they promiſed to the Lord , when they 
were looking to ſfee-whart the Lord would do 
with his pgor deſpiſed People (called Quakers) 
for, ſaid they, it is the Truth that they ſuffer 
for, but we cannot ſuffer for it; the Sufferings 
is too hard for us to bear ; elſe we ſhould | 
own ic. Oh! let all ſuch rruly confitlerthe | ** 
wonderful love of God, his tender mercy ray || | 

'Not'be diſregarded, nor his great love under- ( 
valued, but ler every ſuch #.one double their  < 

"diligence, and make 'n6 delays; for. delays in | pe 
this weighty concern are 'very dangerous ; ior St 

' who knows how lictle time they bave to come, || his 

'or what it may bring forth; therefore that the | Mc 

-preſenr time be nor ill ſpent ; -b»t while ir « to | $2 

' day, if any will hear his woice, let them not harden | an 
their hearts, as it was in the day 'of provocation: | an 

"For many are the invications of-che great love | Cr 
of God, and if it be ſlighted, he will certainly 
with-hold his Mercies; and therefore we have 

; great need to embrace his loys,. that we may 

; not. 


F 
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not provoke him'to wrach, for he is juſt, and 


is, ' . 
n, | will render:umo-all people according co their 
Y TEE 13} {15 Foan Vokins. 
Weſt-Cbamlow, 14 of +! 

It, thicd Month, x62. 

A PRES a ofertr ned ons, neem w__ _—_ 
Ne 8 Es ta, hf ns Don 

Vs '- A Teſtimon; 10:7 work of God s Power. 

1 Þ. Becauſe of the mai vellous love of God in Chriſt Feſus, 1 
id cannot conceal my Teſtimony for the wonderful ivork of 
tO hs Eternal Power that hath been admixably manifeſted 


m zn my poor Soul and weak frail Body, and if IT ſhould 
y - '70t leave a ſhore Teſtimony of it to Poſterity, T ſhould 
io | 7 be very ungrateful ; and I pray God that the ſin of In- 
3) | gratitude may not be laid heavy on any of us profeſſing 

- Truth, when the Meſſenger of Death calls, but that 


SE , #hile we live ge.may live in ſubjeion to hy Almigh- 
5 ty Power, that when we die, we may ſeal our Teſti- 
d monies ghereunto m true ſubmiſſion, and receive the 
e | : bleſſed reward of the faithful. | 

v4 : _ s WV ISTi?f [ 


t- (JE het Suu can'declare, the wonder- 
- £ 7 fol loving kindneſs of 'ithe Lord, as+is ex- 

n | perienced by thoſe that obey his Commands ; 
7 | Sifely that is the' way to abide in his love, and 
2, | his great love has been fo largely manifeſted to 
e | me, that it has ingaged me lo to love him a- 
zo | gain, as to forſake the Worlds Glory, Cuſtoms, 
» | and Faſhions, Vanities, Elements, Traditions, 
;: | and Snperſtitions, .and to take up my Daily- 
e | Croſs and follow Jeſas through the many Tri- 
bulations: But blefſed be his worthy Name ; 
he hath filled my cup with his ſweet conſolati- 
ons; and cauſed me to ſay, that one day in his 
ah I 4 Courts, 


(C280-)- .: 
Courts, is better then a thauſand elſowhere ; 
and I had rather be a door-keepes inthe houſe 
of my God, then to dwell in the pleaſanteſt 
palace of the Wicked : Foruntil | chrough ten- 
der mercy , had unicy with Jeſs in his divine 
Spirit of Light , my Soul could have no true 
ſarisfaRtion, though never fo felf-righteous, bur 
when the heart-ſearching Lighe made maniieſt 
my condition, my heart was fo affeted with 
ie, that I ill deſired che operation of the pow- 
erof it; and as 1 came ra watch in the mea- 
ſure of ie, I became aware of the enemy,. and 
through Faichin Chrilt Jeſus abtgined 8 waiting 
{tate ; which could nat be obtained by me, huc 
as I fete the Almighty Power to rebuke the ſub- 
til enemy rhac lies {0 nigh, but as we are com- 
mandged to watch , -we find great benefit by 
keeping that command. And magnified be 
that wonderful power that has preſerved in 
dangers deep, and difficulties many ; there is 
nothing too bard for it to do , it- has often re- 
buked the deſtroyer , and helped the helpleſs, 
and ſtrengthen the weak, and fupporced the 
needy, and as we have waited. tar ir, we have 
been partakers of the ariſing of it, £0 our com- 
fort , when our Souls have been in a deſolate 
condition , when we cold not help our ſelves, 
nor had none te help us: Oh! how hath ir 
wrought by Sea and Land, among falſe Bre- 
thren ; it hath ſo fignally preſerved and wrought 
deliverances many , £29 wb by ways UneXx- 
pected ; ſarely its worthy to be truſted in, and 
Jepended upon, and magnified gs it hath om 
mani: 
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maniſeſted, my Soul hath gayſe to ſay to the 
_ ae - wn of it, for is perfect 

rengt & en My 1npport 1n EVery gIFar 
weakneſs, and in-its ſtrength I hayg travelled 
many thouſands of Miles by Land, and many 
chouland: Leagues hy Sea, thraugh many and 
fare exerciſes , both inwardly.and oumany; 


and Joop railed my Sou am von oy 
my Body . many. times fram th [ 
Grays; oh let it have the honour of is own 
Works, ſaith my Squl; for.iejs worthy, for it 
will make the ſtrang to bow, and the weak to 
be as David, ang it is worthy to be extalled in 
a wanderful manner , for na heart can be top 
much affected with ic, there is ablufhciency in 
it, to relieve the. poor and to incourage the fe- 
ble : though there be mucho be mat with in 
our Heavenly prayers, yet ker9is 4 ſfuredekencp 
in ſtormy times, wherein (glory unto it) I hare 
found ſheker , when many times in a weary 
condition by reaſon of exerciſe of Soul and 
Spirit, and weakneſs and pain of Bady : Oh! 
how many kundred Miles have I travelled in 
this the Land of my Nativity, and thouſands 
elſewhere, in ſuch a condition, not having mar 
ny well Days in many Years together, but yet 
have goad cauſe to ſay , (ro the honor and 
renown of the ſanRifying power of the Gad 
of my life) bleſſed be the Lord Jeſus, his Rod and 
Staff has comforted me , and he isalways with 
me, and] have cauſeto admirethe tender geal- 
ing of my Heavenly Father , for he hath ex- 
erciſed me in the deep, and made his yn 

| nown. 
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known. Ard*F *have cauſe to ſpeak well -of 


his worchy Name, for it hath been as oyntment 
powred into my poor wounded Soul , -and it 
was alſo fo much comfort'and' ſtrength to my 
weak body,' that I can tenderly invite others, 
to cothe 'and-taſt and fee how good that name 
is thar' brings falvation , that thoſe that deſire 
for it', may obtainit ; for'as the heart comes 
to be bowed wnto the powerful Name of Jeſus, 
and che Soul and Spirit comes to he gathered 
Iinto'a- ſenſe of the great love of God; there 
'wilf then be fele a neceflity to' ſerve and obey 
the God of all our Mercies. -» And this was 
with'me when in great weakneſs, when temp- 
tations came irr as a flood, and the buffetings of 
the enemy was' ready to overcome; Oh Blefl- 
ſed'and Magnified/, and Renowned ove all, 
be chat Everlaſting Power; 'that wrought a re- 
fignment ſo effe&ually, and-cauſed me to caft 
my care'upon; him, that always careth for his 
children., who is the holy one, and dwellech 
inthe higheſt Heavens,and takes regard to them 
of low degree ,' for he has been more to me, 
then all that this World can produce, and hath 
fulfilled many precious Scriptures ; and” hath 
not been wanting as a tender Father, but his 
mercies of old ,”' and the continuation of his 
favours, and the renewing of his'tender deal- 
ing, have deeply obliged me to glorihie him un- 
to the end, and in the end for evermore, for 
he is worthy , - for he hath redeemed my Soul 
from out of the grave of Sin and Death ; and 
now may I lay tothe praiſe, ang honour, and 
renown 


© #23 } 
renown of his powerful! Name, that to live 
is Chriſt, and todie is ſo much gain, that my 
It I foul is deeply affected in a rrue Conſideration 
Y [| of the ſame; ohthatmy poſterity and friends 
Ss, | for whom my foul hath ſo long breathed and 
Ce | travelled may be fo concerned, that every one 
'e | may be made partakers-of the like precious 
'S | faith with me, while onthe ſtage of this World, 
S, | that we may leave afaichful Teftimony behind, 
d If that the generations to come may be induced 
© | thereby to fear and ſerve the Lord , for he is 
Y | a ſure rewarder of all them that are diligent 
5 | in fo doing, not only in this Wor” Kaur in 
> || that which'is ro come with Lite. «ſting, 
ff World wethout end, Amen. s 


|, | Foan Vokinr, 


\% 


t This was written a fer 
's | -- [Months before her 
deceaſe, about the 1ſt 
Month, 16550. 
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1 | Zo William Cooper and his Wife, dwelling 
$ in Weſt-jeriey near Delaware-River uot 
s | far from Burlington. Zheſe are 


Ear and tender friends, Wiiiam Cooper 
and 24 my love in the unchangable 
Truth ſalutes'you , and in the fame I till de- 
fire your welfare as my own, with all that 
holds faſt their, integrity, and'retains ___ 
| ove 
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. love, thoyare a5 near and dear unto me asever, 
and my entire love truly reaches to chem all, 
and ſa I defife thou mayeſt ler them know, 
if they haye received my Letters and Epiſtle, 
for ] have ſent ſeveral , but my kind{man dy- 
ing by the wsy, makes me queſtiqn whether 
what I ſent did ever came to any of your 
hands farl ſens to yau, and to S. Spicer and 
te Lids Wright (35 was) and to her Husband, 
and to ber Silter Mary drgrops, and to (eyer: 
8 others in Pen/i/wenis fide, as well as an that 
fide, apd 1 ſhauld be Very gled to hear of yaur 
wellare in the Lord Jeſus , for chat my foul 
ft51] erg» vis as 4rply-as when] was amongſt you, 
Oh that your faithfulneſs and living obedjence 


may ingage our Heavenly Father to anſwer the * 


breathing deſires of my Soul, for you in thoſe 
' remote places ; for I cannot forget you , but 
.the cry often runs through me for your pre- 
ſervation and proſperity every way , and that 
the honour of Truth and che good one of a- 


nother may ' be preferred far more then all o- 


cher chings,that our nearneſs and dearneſs unto 
our tender God, and one unto another may be 
felt and wicnefled, that we may praiſe his wor- 
ehby Name, and magnifie his -preſerving and 


delivering Pawer,for ic hath been : y ma- {| 


nifeſted, may a little remnant truly ſay, that 

has knawn the wonderful works of qQur God 

to admiration: Oh we have great cauſe to 

ſpeak well of his Name , and 49 gemember 

his mercies of ald , and to hold the continu 

ation .of his favours in great. gſteem I ng 
e 


j 
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"Bleſſed be &r& Lord Jeſus, he hath foe been 
ll, | Waricing co us, but his rEmewed Meteics Gaily, 
y, | are ſufficient ts deeply ingage us torenew onr 
Ss, | fithfiilneſs atid obedience, that onr heavent 
y- | Father tnay be pleaſed to cotitinne and multi- 
er 
ur 


——_ 


ply his tetider dealings rowatds vs, 'that whar. 
ever is yet to come, may Hhever be able to ſe- 
d || parate us from the fenſe of his love, or from 
d, || the ſafonedntts of his holy fear, or from thar 
r- | cementing life, that joyns us a5 Metnbers tanto 
3 | Chriſt our Head, that if Tryals Rould aborhnd, 
ir | we may all feel the Love and Life of Jeſus co 
ul F ſuper-abound, that every bitter Cup that is yer 
u, | to come may be ſweerened , and all hard 
ze || things madeeaſic, and we encouraged 'to travel 
e '£ on in our heavenly progreſs, keeping a'nar- 
le | row watch in the precious Light, #nd diligent- 
it I 1y waiting in the Tame, that we may be fled 
& | wich heavenly Freaſure, for's?l other is.ver 
at I uncertain: And we hete do theet with aſc 
cient ſhare of. thatiy and variable Exerciſes; 
tieither do 1 expect, that youthete do go free x 
bur this is "that T do defire adore all chinps, 
even your living growth in the precious Trath, 
tid that you may indure'to the'end ; for they 
' ate affiredly happy, and 2 blefled Reward is 
Ptepared for them: And in 2 living ſerie of 
the fatne, the Lord 'God'bf onr Lives keep us 
Here, and you there, 'chat our Breachings may 
be contitued 'ofefor another; that we may 
Verefiefticd ons th another, and praiſe ' the 
'Got 'of Heaveh and Eirth 'togerher, '(in his 
'brie- Eternal Spirit) as with 'one Heart my 
; u 
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. Soul, for he is worthy. to be -had in living re- | th 
membrance, and his pure power to be mag- || ret 
- Nified, and renowned over all ; and- unco it I ff foi 


commic us all,. for it is. over all, and worthy || | 
to have the diſpoſing of ; us all ; and with it | me 
I leave all, for: there is: nothing too hard tor ÞÞ ble 
it to do, and it's worthy. to be exalted over all E chi 
Heaven and Earth, aad' that for evermore, |. hi; 
faith the Soul of your loving Siſter in the un- || ay 


_changeable Fruth, Ex 
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| Joan Vokins. W 
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FT & Ere have been a very precious time of hea- 
JJ. venly Bedewings at ; our General Mzer- 
ing :at this Seaſon, as at many other tines, 
bleſſed be the God of- Heaven and Earth, his 
Power has filled the Aſſemblies of his Peo- 
ple ;. and che remembrance ,of you and other 
remote Iflands is ſignified by. Epiſtles chat were ] 

Signed ac our Womens Meetings, and ordered || 3 
'ro-be ſent to you,, when. opporcunicy preſents, || ©) 
that you, may- rejoyce with us, and joy inthe || Kn 
.Godiof. your and our Salvation, in and through | mc 
Chriſt Jeſus, who lives and. abides to make in- || for 
recceſfion. for. us, - his. poor, helpleſs ones, who | ax 
have had no helper. buchim : Oh glory to his | 4p 
Name for ever, . he has been with. us in man l 
Troubles, and gives us caale.to believe he will | cha 
.be wich us for ever :. And ,unto. his tender care || tell 
do. I commir, all .our Scates ,and Conditions z 
for freſh and .ſacable Supplieg'gomes trom K's 
4c Log the 
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the. Fquatain.-of all our Mercies;-to- whom. be 

ap- | returned the Hanour and the Glory over all, 

t 1 or he is worthy; for. evermare 1: 1417 

ay | | The Lord my :God,;in hreaeqodnaſ: to. 

Ci: ms, (hirar: a lang tims,; of: weakneſs) has.ena- 

or | bled me, by his Pewer,$@ game oncemore to: 

all Þ| chis: Fs Meeting,-to. be. refreſhed . 

re, | bis: worthy-enes,ahd could.do 9p kels theriicaſt 

n- | my. ' Mite; into. the Treaſury. And whenithe 
Epiſtle. comes, as iis-direed,to Ht and: Eajt- 
Fer/ex.and Philadelphia, Lintreat. thee and.chy 
Wife.to let CY Þs. ſont 50; Jerk and Long 


Wand. | i} 
TR 2 


— 


F + ® "_ : ” 

- « 

et- | - +557 | : 
; 


7 5 0: Aga zap d Nay, OY 's 
'6. — CR {16 RH I ) 21 


uid 


» | 


ry 


Pas 


( 328 ) 
ry and Honour at Praiſes thereutto) he is 
the. ſarne as ever, afd his Moercies, and the 
continuation of his Favours,” are never to be | : 
forgotten , alnd his renewed Goodneſs and || c: 
Meccies, both. Spiritual and Temporal, are || 7; 
daily ſufficient to eftigage 13 to renew our faith- || 5; 
fulnefs and obedience naty! bur tetider God, || of 
Oh that thos it away bs with all that he has || ch 
betn ſo yood unto, as to bring near unto him- | ry 
felf and one wutxo another, who were once a- || fi 
far off from che Fdlowſhip of the Saints in || w 
Light: bur bleſſed be the Laird, who hath cau- Þ| ch 
ſed his Light to ſhine in our Tabernacles, and || ch 
ſhewed us. the way that we ſhould walkin; || th 
and now Chrift Jeſus is our Life and Salvation, 
and he fills our Cups with ſiveer Conſolation ; I} h: 
and as many as do walk in the Light have | or 
+ ay ore wich atiother, ard the Blood | & 
of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſes from all fin, and purifies || te 
and fits the Earthen Veſſel for the Heavenly || h: 
Treafure; and the exceliency 'of the ris || hc 
ofthe Lord, and the Glory vver all is his, and || 0: 
he isnear unto them that ſeeks his Glory more | re 
than their ovtward- Incereft; and he will fll || g 
their Treaſuries with this heavenly Treafare, | m 
afid (6 as we follbw him; 'we inheric ſubſtance, | ar 
and have no more reed to*wander, as in the | ar 
days paſt, after Husks an& Shadows , but to || he 
keep to the Shepherd and Biſhop of our Sonls;z | m 
for bleſſed b=' his Natne, he feeds: us in the | ch 


green Paſtures 'of Life, and cauſs ts to lye || h: 
down by rhe hl: Waters, when the raging || h: 
+ 


_ S6a'foams out Mire and Dire: Oh this is on 
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| that led Jae! in the days of old, atid nevet 


r 


& || ſaid to' the Seed of Facob, Seek ye my Face in © 
e | vam. And therefore, dear Friends, we have 
d } cauſe to ſay, to the praiſe of his holy Name, 
'e || That goodly are the Tents of Facob, 'and bleſſed ut 
h- | bs dwelling place; for its within the munition_ - 
d. | of Rocks, where our Bread is ever ſure, and 
as || che Warcer-of Life never fails, where the wes- 
t- Þ ry finds (weer repoſe, .and the thirſty are re- 
a- || freſhed, and” where' our Souls fed together, 
n | when our Bodies are far aſunder. So thergin 
1- ff the Lord preferve us and you unto the end; 
d ff that he may have the Honour and our Souls 


|; | che/Benefic for evermore. 
N, | _ And by this thou may'ſt know; that we 
1; | haye had a precious time here at London, at 
'e | our Yearly Meeting, and many precious 'Te- 
d || ftimonies Have been. born-by Sorts and Dang 
es |f ters, to the Almighty Power of God; tha 
y | have filled the Aﬀlemblies of his People: Ot 
is | how have the Heavenly Dew diſtilled upon 
d | our Branches , and brought forth Fruic that 
e | reaches-unto you in theſe Iſlands, and I dearly 
M f defire it may be pleaſant to your taſte, that we 
&, | tmay+-be refreſhed one in another, and be 'one 
© || anothers joy and rejoycing in the Lord: Jeſus, 
'& | and that the Epiſtles of Love that were Signed 
0 | here at our Yearly and Quarterly. Meetings, 
$3 | May induce you to Write again, that you 
ie || there, may have a correſpondeney with Friends 
here, in the Work and Service, that our God 
hath called us unto, that Spiritual Fruits may 
| be brought forth and os” work all the Chur- 
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, ches, for our heavenly Father who' delights 
in thoſe that brings forth the Fruits of his Spi- 
rit, and every Member, that bringeth' forth 
Fruit to his praiſe, he purges and waters with 
the Seaſons of his early and latter Rain, and 
cauſes them to bring forth Fruit more and 
more. And fo the Dew of the Everlaſting 
Hills reſt upon you and. us and, upon all the 
Heritage of God every where, for evermore 
Amen, \aith the Soul of thy true Friend and 
Siſter,in that which reaches aver Sea and Land, 
2s lepgth of time cannot wear out, 


FOANVOKINS. 


T hope to hear from Newice. as opportuni- 
ty to preſent, my Dear Love is to W. Fifills 
Widow, if yet alive, and to all the reſt of 
thoſe that are alive, that loves the Truth and 
lives in it, for they are very precious to me. 


. At London. 


© This was written ſoon after the 

Yearly Meeting, 1690. abour the 

end of the 4th or the beginning 
of the 5th Month, g690, 


"£7 


THE END, 
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A Catalogue of Books Printed for and Sold . ; 
by Thomas Northcott. | 


Ohn Burnyeat's Works, Price 23. 6d. 

) G. Keith's Presbyterian and Independant , 
Viſible Churches, in New-England, and cl(e- 
where, brought to the Teſt, and examined, ac- 
cording to the Holy Scripture, Price 1 5.6 d. 

— His Way to the City of God, 1 2. 
His Fundamental Truths of Chriftia- 
nity, Price 8 d. 4 

| Stephen Criſps Alarum ſounded in the Borders 
of Spiritual Egypr, which ſhall be heard. in 


} Babylon, | Prince 


His Epiſtle concerning the Preſent 

and Succeeding Times, Price 2 d. Nh 
G. Fox the Younger's Works, Price 1 5: 84. 

TRE Bathurſts Truths Vindication, Price 

82 | 

Sam, Fiſher's Works, Price 12 5. 

William Tomlinſon's Innovations of Popery , 


Price 6 d. 


Bads and Bloſſoms of Piety,. Price 1 s. 

G. F*s ſeveral Treatiſes, worthy ui every true 
Chriſtian's ſerious Conſideration, Price 6 9. 

R. Barclays Apology for the True Chriftian 
Divinity, Price 4 5. | 


. There is now in the Preſs Robert Barclays 


Works, which will be a Book of 12 «. 
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